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| owned an Acorn Electron as a kid. It wasn’t the greatest games machine in the playground, 
but it did have the best game of all-time, Braben and Bell's Elite, and one of the best 
adventure games of all time, Trevor Hall’s Twin Kingdom Valley. 


For a boy with a fertile imagination, and an obsession with the Fighting Fantasy books, Jwin 
Kingdom Valley whisked me through the screen, and into a fantasy world of babbling brooks, 
Forests, Orcs, Trolls, Goblins, Dragons, Kings and treasure! 


| played as many adventures as | could, but It wasn't until | owned a ZX Spectrum and Fergus 

McNeill’s The Big Sleaze that | encountered the same immersion with another game.A friend 

and | spent many weekends hunched over the keyboard, notepad and pen, determined that 
Sam Spillade would find the missing Maltese Bullfinch. 


I’m therefore delighted that both Fergus and Trevor feature in this celebration of classic 
adventure games, along with many other adventures and authors that transported legions of 


other kids to far flung corners of their own imagination. 


Mark James Hardisty, 2020 
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CRACK CITY 


Oi Yel Ota mts me)al- me) me al=m aaloysimpabaleyic-lahiccm-halel 
technically accomplished adventures ever 
created using Gilsoft's Professional Adventure 
Writer. Garry Cappuccini's futuristic spy 

daha its) anise. makes audi \(onic-salOLOVAar-t10 LbK-mcoyaah® 

Koy habeahalem-met-v4Aunalem-bac-hime)mel-lolel-1e-pmont-lele)ike 
lak=yakevahaqt=yam-halemal-salebtsjamelby4Alz\p 


CF Wa ata Or- he) elblerorbabini\c-tom oloyaamhalsy alsinnl-1(ombamdal-m-t- ahi ayAel-ye- hale ml (-\omr-| 

aXe} aat-lonomunicmi shea ahicmor-Nd-)qhecwm aakoyiahate Mel-ia)\¢ci-salnd atoms 21-1 Osha A 
Jsshaaqheatesat-baa-halom as4-s:1o)am@ol-skola-m\-1adnh ale mhallsyi-Jalo) oecmsice) auco)comnal 
1984. For his 13th birthday in March 1985, his perceptive 
fopgchalenaqkeldal=) al ololores qhumabhaa@abksmunc-jmevoyaay olont-samr- me) e-Halotnal=a)\meyhaleit- thay, 
S) ol=roia abnaqbar- bale m cole (-ieal-san\sndaMmunictd (ovale ma ak-sakems\\ Kel. ql wKor-Vomd aly mcie-Batcrel 
1Vomontyoroy'(-) and al=mico) como) mccoy aur-loacsalabnahatep 


[Garry] [...] My Italian ‘Nonna’ knew computers were the future. [...] I 
J ox=tor-Haal-mmat-yalelm aida bled al Mm e-HaloMcole(-idq\-\ anime lo) mhalvo ms) o\-\eve'y 
for-Waquhatem-Valomololdamcir-Hat-rom \sanuhalem-\oniccyqaiabia-Mer-¥qql--Maw Mahim cTmeyciuats 
gabled aMecoyquahaherolemoenanalmaqhimr.vaqhihia(-yags sjl-Jqlo)ok-ms)CoyauioycomhaM Rcoloicmieys 
Sib hatohaM@xe)(olal-iKomm Vim al-i-maalenic-t-B(-1q-MoheK-m com qahimer-VoM-Blelon 


Hil ccmaat-hahiaic-babat-lel-m-lentc-iqhuehacmeycolenc-baahaa\=sacm-halomen=tslepal-)q-pmer- baal 
WakeMed. q@l (ole).¢-lom-Nmd atomic nalelercw-leaic-)ahaeha-m \saehanalemenelenex-cmdat-lannicy ce 
EMVeWik- Le) (<a ine aX—m-} ale) elma Mal-y\aai\e-balecrom- Mi cole) mdat-hame)cenialel-romaal— 

eq haaK=a\(oya.aComeKomdal=m al-r-hatmunnanatem-(omdal-\)merobl (om colors k-meyal 

jo) cole pe-baahaabnate me at-mcoleptom-balomend-r-lanalemea\-m-ico) aidunal-w-bavem oleyA(cp 
Ihaqheloyac-bahdniameal-y\malqi-1ol-\om-menelehqymdal-lmerelel(omera-r-lucmeng.\e)anlerwe-hale 
because of its illustrative capabilities, they opted for Sean Ellis’s 
Graphics Adventure Creator [GAC] over Gilsoft's The Quill. 


[Garry] I wrote a few games with [GAC], including 3 or 4 games ina 
poyhechemdatovaqQ-mnaM sat ial mer: i(-romdal-w algo (ole [-j ake ble-aecy-\er- Om md abial 
Bluddengutz was an evil pirate. [GAC] made everything a lot more 
accessible — particularly for non-coders like me! It was very freeing, 
J oX=vh ale m-le)(-mcomerolaler-yahuc-t-Moyamesc-r-luhainia- Hale mual-m-»q-eibialoyameym' colon 
ideas using a construct, a template given to you. 


IN pKol.at- hale MO@r-Na aimcjolena cto m=t-(olame)dal-) mola Mv. Waal-yalolaamalct-lidanimanic- liaise 
AM at bal qnicole pu \ biol amd Pad at-n abate mle l-r-bow-balomvelibieloyalsmcome(-s:3le named at-likssale (oir 
hats) o}nanateM-r-\olameoldal=) adabgelblesaimeal-1h an a-t-)ol-e1uht(-m 0) cole lblolehahat am Mabaoloresal 


1dal=moJiblelol-yaletsLwAmst-\er- Wd al-y'm-»qe) oy a-o md aX-mer-}er-loyluhul-1 Mo) mes. (Gm-Nalel 
pushed the software to its limits through their creativity. 


(CE Veaia Rd athal a ile) e-nalom Milam ahatet-ylefaiaql-(oM-> au e-\oic-vom-tmaqielelae- tei - 
could from GAC. The Professional Adventure Writing System [PAWS] 
Vc Reem (ollie cone (=a (lo Mame havo Ml at-Lom- Miu ceyalema-jolbie-laloramcolicoyi'shalemeoyal 
coved Wet MOl51 (Mem dat: Veni c-m ole) dame (-rerlo(-romcom olU him iam Mer. vaMmand-yaqK-vaalel-vanaloy)'s 
qahblel aWam eT olehandal-yq-miic Tm alomeb(-tja loa mermalolm@at-\abalemiem Uhm r-bagbiats 
wasn't rich at all but I guess I would have saved up my paper round 
sqakoyaX=y'mcom ole nia lem iim at-\omd at) mt. 1aqt--1 0) 0) coy. lelaM vol. taieyqontale m- Mel alr} oy 
second-hand drum kit a few years later! 


Cr Va atai-1m Come) d.ael=s-slepauhale mabismal=->amr-loht{-3ahabed-yms) ol-verhacer-imtarcsat-heyhate 
labksme(=s-slopalceyadalcw-Vokobualeyat-lm clonic-iaepe-balccromcomabhaame\im@ a/c 0) some al-moncoans 
obadat=maahisar- lomo) mbabauel=sqlerctce-1phagolenalennatemabhaaM@balmolejelelr-baeibluabnc-mr-Batel 
hay helo W and al=me (=) gaameym-h ale l-r-Mol-ef-ham com io) gaat M at-luplel-r- Mielec meromeyalce 
become the spy-thriller Crack City. 





(CF VeatsMaloralomhiiche-balmaghinel-yqler-Ma Mem maid amdal-Mer-\ele(-lcme-alem-lKye) 
particularly [the movie] Live and Let Die. [...] I was a child of the 

hate ht-hat- Micon aloo ¢-Mcrom Mie Haltro md abbalet-mcon ol-maaloyc-Mohigat-laahiomelenmr- live 
iqakoyc-maqkole(-vaqmudat-laMqqvocimt-yqm-loht(-valaung-Met-haal- Me Meco) aql-- ler cel-t-p 
sd ah od am (= alo (-lo Mm von ol-M qhl-1coy aler- | Mir. halt. \hiambatcyorhq-lo Monta Ke)! .a(-yqmm m-ltxe) 

Coht (tod aX- Ms) coatg WN y-Lel ecroyale- hale e-em atabatetcicoyal-m alesauuhalema-bale-\\im@ elele).cy 
WW aXeoy(-me pb aicMohlohaW mci co)om- lan) dat. lan maamer-lishatem qhk-icoyaler.lmi-laht-\\iam Malas 
covered present day and futuristic concepts, which I also loved. So, 

1d aKeyiman'ccy come (-vanauic-lhiar-Va@bat:joync-luloyae 


1UF-sh ate m- Wale) c-|clelo).ar-nalem- mm el-salerlemdalom-lohic-vahuenq-muole).arJal-lel-mdangelelelam| 
jqukobhaat=sahe-sq\miaat-\opmoyane)(-bam\sidalelop¢--m-i alo) \anatemd als at-baal=\sMoym-1-(ola) 
\Cofer-huleyale- haem \sablol alicr-labha-s-yme) mele) (-1e1tsm ole llomel-mal-llom\sidabhaldal-yaqe 
CF Vaa)meroyahanae(-1omcom-aicol\c-mdal-mr-hiolenemer-hicong-r-Naqhealeme-nalom(ciaenalemanas 
qauhateM@ol-mosqcy-huhic-mcon=>.qey-Nalomoyamedal-mol-t:lepabm olbhur-lAy\r-\acmere) aller leleksmeyi 
idalomaatssaakosatmunaauhe-luleyalmeymudal=mesyel-ceiu gonad) 


KOE Ne aA MPM haiccroMColM->auc-lermaat-bahaatenqameleng-losluintmme-ldal-yaudat-Hameryhate 
bh om oh c-von lo) bk-maal=yqq hoy atm) e}-Ler-M aid ard) dolelci-Me(-t-levaholuleyql-wm ae) maa\-mmdat- he 
VCR cy. lon salem 'Covadalagt-l diate mm male sphere md al-ya-m Cc d-mol(-1qlqime)meldal-y4 

1p qed oy-Ee-ro m-Loat(-vquablacMet-laqt-t-mi'ialq1q-M ol-rojelt-mevolbl(ome(-.mdal-ihalahiq@eyi 

lua ghey: oe} al=ya(om-r-1du hale two dal-Mahale Moya gledalanalem@a-hait-l:yim@-le)e}cey-\el aaa 

ro [Youle [fo Ml MevoyeiCo Maat-¥ c-menomdat- im lameidal-1aa/c-\'swmerd—y-lukalem-Wam-uaqkeyjelal-q—) 
Wale m=. coukc-yqat-yahmdangoleledameng-olquiere- hale m qaloyq-Mecoyait-val mim iol m-y.c-¥aqie) (= 
joy AK-\-M Coro) hi(- mmr. Wa qkoya-muan'colhic-lo MU} Mimo) a\-) med al-he-(e1(- 4-4-1 (en 


CF beat ayo md alomer-haql-meamdal- macnn a-e-A0l0K emer ljenalemdalmolt-ai(-) ar-bow-Mcio169 cai 
agent for a private investigations organisation called SIFF [the Secret 
Hales) inte (-yqker-m zeyenatet-hukoyal mena al-maloueKoyal-lmal-aimaats1ece)elolurmeym Noa) 
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AVEKSSauhale stop aby Maom- lel) qhecme-lJ.qn/\c-Fmcombanaliuc-ltcm- Mm \UE-Nalelyomenablers 
No (os akent gure Lei hic-msn amd al-meosl atau) ol-a/\ahale mualcsnancoyanalmacolaam-Mmenablers 

je) Coler=sssh ale mr-leitosata abbaateleha-om com> ai: aiham@y0 ley- me huan'c-tomtcolen mle) emre) 
ibqbulhwc-itcmdalomer-Nalem-nalomoloriaeal-monauletmanalem 


Or Tol Orla ai c-toe-baaleynakolbl-macosaamdal-B-1e-bam- bale m=» qer-balel-(ombaicomesal-meymual= 
1qakeoy-] mos dcr-NGht(om- 8 alo m Lob Kos:\\aqvone-lekom-lohi(csquuuha-mer-baal-\;Mosmdat-msyel-ve1sauhaal 
era. Garry implemented an adventure user-interface that was visually 
lab habauhale munantco) Mahalo m-halemaaleva-mevoyaayol-]luhalemuat-ham-Nahiad aubalems\-1-saMel-1Ke) d=) 
using Gilsoft’s PAWS. 


Ai a\-ya-mic-bow- ep e- hel abKer- lm d=) oya-ss\-sque-laleyamosmaleyalayelt-hiz-le)(-melat-ha-leitss4s 
jaqkoytahate mbau-batem-taelenatemdal-m-e\-)a\-pmpavebKer-lne)acm-savo)/\ahalemudalsmelt-hic-3 as 
rhahtdcsalce) ava bale mcic-1abhsmc1b lol aW-Kcmd alsin am alonale(-) qm-balem-Mencolenalelelacr-l.ehalel 
14>} 0) @=tS{=9 ane 1G Lo} a Moy md al-M=y.ahusw-hic-le- lo) (=m Ke) a-t- lol al loler-Lekoyamy.Nlmoymd anisMnts-ls 
or bESivosaabist-le) (smb lsyhale m-Mc\-3 asso) moroyaahaat-balol-wm Malm olt-hic-sarerolellomsjaleniys 
and hide whichever elements suited their playing experience. 


CCF We g's RO) ale) mdat-war-¥ co (-1q-F:) ol-Voitcws Ma -vaqt-yaqler-van'ic-WMe(-iuan ale md a=W ale) ate 
joe Wic-le) (Wed at-he-Koat-y ¢-mcom’ (ey d.a-halemol—lat-\c-Mem-lalem-liyomdq\-a-> Gemilang wae 
eNaaWnale(-lelc-vom com \ ilel mice) mer-launalem-Wi(-yeslolqmo)meaii mom) (ord ami iahlelal| 
Yok-Nelt-yo lau Mat. hal.c-em\ hela 


PVM aheaMa'c) ayo) ealcyar-Veatc-s algun dome-hae(-1enalemudal-mec)ol-eraapnaqm-balemcbaeyne 
sqqk- Cod abe aX-s-yand atom G gel. @a/iic- bom comer-iC-nalecmer-naaK-yolt-hiar-balemerelelmiahdamear 
(oCsaat-haloksmosm ey coniakobhatem-sakololesaMeycel\-m-nalomal-Nec-luhi{-mcomaat-l.¢-mualsmer-haaXs 
qako) comhaht=sasss1uh ale m-halem-1eqaloy-joal=) alommOlyhale a/c Wf pmer-haatmel-saaleyalcieg-icctel 
1datchavalomr\cckowr- abled alytmevoyaahel-ic-salmsoyaelena-haqhaat=yqmabllnymaat-Ficcsanalemdal= 
Kolo) (e- aie bit leliomcomanhaae 


(Cr vegta Ma VauleblEbanimcoyiicucot-mdql-m-vale Mo) mual-Merolonhate mm myc Twat. \abate mice) 
it-Vou aha ler-Maqloyq-e-Valomaalorc-Mo) md al-Mc-p.4me(-\loraholuloyalMeoy m-t- lela (oler-\aloyq mie). 
the sake of playability and features. I knew it was worth it — as the 
LENac=sae Rdahbal qaat-le(-men em oy adatom t-lel.q@ormdal-mioyaqal-i am McJehojoleli-mele-\iianale| 
1daV-me ne-yo) ah lorie Kowmd alm gales] me) oyalolek-mavhamme)bim col el-Maleyal-t1i 
cibhaqateyenquanalemdal-Mecoyatit-Valmedar-litcyale (mk enale mo) mab lame bal. val 
foferer- Fy foyat-linimaabijue-lanalemi'r hem mat: Mem Comcy- hia me c-y-lINm 1 ai (ontc—e Mere alex-yhranaley 
all the ideas as well. That's always a fun part — letting your mind have 
We fefelemellomer-yicohg-r-Vaqe 


son c-l.ccmosamdal-mobable mle) cor-pmuak-mer-haql-moyni-id-\om-maveh'c-] Mol aleylex-moymelt-air-le)(= 
joy col e-ke (oy abhi um=r- Lor amoynicrahalem-balenalonhialoner-lm\-1meym-laeele)bic-smer-h{-10 moby oloyal 





SKILL and MORTALITY. There was the highly skilled American 
marksman Mick Hammelford, the Polish powerhouse Louis 

1G} aKoyd ol-saks).amr-nalomdal-melt-\cs-J om ale iubJaMcy oh) maceaam-mehahtaralit-lel-mhal 
Hertfordshire, Ed Macperson. 





KEEN a's il a\-Mel aloykor-Meojmdahc-t-Molt-hig-le)l(-melat-We-Lor emcee iihimioys 
Wahtcyqorjar- vale Mc Wal-iqiame md ainal.di him’ ¢- molt) a coed aloloty-w- mel qt-te-leits) mialda-| 
higher mortality score, as I'm not even sure whether the skill rating 
atl haytalel=r-vah ale tm Ml Meocoyqhx-s\-m Mm qat-\im@at-At(-Menti-yadlole).<-lo mn aleve) goles c-Lunale| 
dat 1a bahvomdal—mer-taql-mm haM-ygaqh-Moymda{-Maloyatayolt-hig-le](-Mel ql-W¢-(elt-) quar Lan Cok 
Fl EYoR Com hain cole hbler-m-voyaal-idaunqhemaqle)d-moniaal-laquiomComdal-melyel-lmc-y.at 
eYohig-iahabiaomccyaqiel (cheer 


LO babi. <-maat-Nahiaer-haqt-s-ymnd al-mo)el-sqabhave mire 10 (—) alet--m cond alom-lohic-salaenacm-llleniti-rel 
1dalomeol this aucom => qollold-maaless1moymdal-mer-Naqt-Mcomaslt-Leat(-laracsaat-ll@alenaalel=) meyi 
locations. The result of the limited gamespace was an adventure with 
Male saudatmol=iskepal-romc1-) @(-s:e) mg 0)0y4A(-1-ea Mal-m colors k-ye- TM er-heatmaatyaluleyalcro| 
FWA uKy ama Ve Fsoy a Cosi en ale md aXom o)(-hi(=) atcMl Cole slet- 1m olen'\(-9 am ey-I(-haleshavemaal= 
das] a Keiuloyalsmeyal(->.4an\and ald al-m-baaleyheloyamoymdal-mOlm-Nalomeldal=)ask-r-lub haat 


LCE Veatdm me (-sababic-lhtae-Vale-lemcom-pauc-lemaqt-babaqiehaamelthic-loylunatmaceyaamual=) 
Speccy’s limited memory. But I also wanted visual impact, as you say. 
Bim Ce lUe-lolelbhmereyakcir-hahdniac-lolblesbate moles i'aqMdal-Mol-\vovaholahic-Mi-y am ieyg 
1d qXowct-V.<oMoymc-1e-Whauhave meolt-Nie-loylbigtar-valom-llmdal-melCorm-l(-yaql-yqiem mel 
shavexeyg ole) ¢-N-10 Om Mom cLoe Ms Gal-\i'amaledahmacovsamdal-e-1r-hamd at. Lae Mii. toMe cova gle me) 
[UbaqhiandqX-malenaqlel-1 @eo)m@Colerhuloyalmmoloh@imolbl(olamamaat-1uc-y @ eller Lb ly-mdalay qc) 
s/S(orb Coll of-myomaqhelel amcom-yaler-le(-mdal-mol thse Matched a toe thea melanie hs 


Sr hi(<alnd aX=m olcolar- bale Micoya'duhal-wmdalomsloyalombanduel=)aler-micmavelaler-t-le)(-mhal 
Aichi ar hs) ol -rei ey md atmo r-Naq\oeml Ma\osa-mcw- cy qat-luccsanale meymer-lole t-te 

qarexole pabksy-Voltcmialit-thatcswe-balem-Moyallbt-Walanaotr-yat-Ko1saal-sah@mosmualcmaccacelhianaley 
table scene from Roger Moore's visit to The Fillet of Soul in Live and 
|=) as DD C=was Ml alomoyal avai auhate maqhict-shale mn’ i\c-low-Molomr-leicem sfoyalemenhae 


Ke Veatsm meee hm eC Km aehubalemimcolol. ham ave Kie-ValMnelbllomerceley-lelars 
lav Wigem of=t—y alK-yaqt-l(-m- bale Mat-\om-Mepq--1c-) a col(-mcomelt- ham Valoméal—ig-micoleliom el— 
ohhtCordsh gta baad al-y¢-m colo) mole hemdal-1qm-\er-hhaMm moycoles-lol\tmejel(oka ma ierimel—) 
ole Wiabalem-Neolenaleo maid aW-col,@roymaql-saaloyataum Mat-\mcMhalcy-hal-Me-ac-iaimuk gala 
dqbiglar-Velelbiahe 


Development continued for well over a year, well into the early 
sqaXeyahdakswo}mmhelsto mm ha meen al=wmdal-mabeien'(-) e-slolameymealom-lohiccsqldeha-mmovalenhar-liays 
Hahaha lo meyal-} o)pe- tom o)- ba ol mer-ha at mcm haal-leshat=io Mey al) of mm Ore-lel.d(-1m 2 Uale ml mo) ey, 
trilogy was finished. 


Ke Veatd aM alm oybll movmdal-merolonhqvem ie teloyal-miaMhclolcmmey-Vaaleibit-Vahimolenatatem-| 
[Coyle m alojarcibhgahqat-rahamsyatyaal-|(omdql-Lanicct-hemcie-hianalem-lanaahiaat- balm a) 
between houses as my family moved from Bishop's Stortford to 

Si biaveyam@xe)lohat-]lom 


Snap!, was an urban reference to drug use; specifically the emerging 
jee) olble-banagtmeym-mat-a)\mobable mi @sa'ccie- lm \UC-idq mM al-modavo)lor-moymuld(-ma-sal-yeitcre 


Cr Va atacm halen ccr-byhalemaat-Labnehaya-balem-Ni\cha-sal=tst-Mopmaat-mycoyd(om-ncolebalemanhaae 


He may have been more streetwise, but Garry's naivety in the 
osaaiiecbaom Cova omccio mabhaamcomoleba-jec-mc\-1 tity olele)bnsjabbavemaalsmer-haq\-mm han )\c- bere! 
mistake, since an established software house would certainly have 
jLebaahel-vom- land a\-molat-halex-moyma=1(-t-lshale m-jb lol al-Moroyaahel-1¢-)ahmehd\(cmy.Wal-r-lomeyi 
fohaccyghakemdatomer-haal-mrat-Waat- bite) ce l-) am-aoaral-\ 1) mere) oi mic Kom oles al-1e MiKo) 
several magazines in July 1989. The Sorceress, the adventure 
oxolibhaqhabkiqubalesyhaQoit- heal Ol-\-)apaal-ler-vAbal-mmoyal aia ey-Hlomudal-mer-baal-melolecy-aralerce 
jo) bhap han’ \\c- Tow Ub I. ¢omOl-sa¢- hae mbaum (olbbatcyhaXelt-bhani\dqvomelat-bale(-\omaal-mel- anak} meyi 
idatomer-haalcn 


PaWa=saeci=y alo bbavemdalomer-haql=mo}- lel acom@r-Neatmi\aneatole har ma-aal-\ item alot. ble mm 
sent it back — not because it wasn't good enough, but because it was 
omet-baals1ome(ololom mio le le (-\:1c-1om al-mual-romcomnnalom-Mevoyaahaal=)cerl-1m oleleleiia\-) am 


LCF Ve g's me loy aan c-sqal-yqalel-yal ol-shate mo bk:y-he)eleynaic-\o mm O)a@-Lalt-- Lem him myc Kees 
sNe-Vowe [Uh (od dhtang=} 0) t-Ler-lo Ml oyimene-\C-sab lealetc- Tale m-» coaht-yqql-yqi@ley-ky-e mejaimd alt=) 
se-Voumd aY-Lamaphalot-haqt-vaue-Lintamal-macr-Lintmal.c-comi dat. has mat-leMeloral-m- hale Mm c-1s 
aiming for. [...] I'm just lucky that Mike Gerrard was such a great 

|) Co) <M volo) mubaql-molenmcomenhic-Maql-m- || muat-\ai-\-role}-lol om. hale m-yenejelejat-emaal-m 
[...] It gave me great confidence and I knew what I had to do. [...] I did 
oy aqtemaunadat-yalolblemab¢-cw- Hatem q-ial-Haqkcvomdal-Mer-laqt-B ham hclsho 


It's unclear whether Mike Gerrard understood the drugs reference in 
Ay at-} o)pam Ot ¢- Led .d(=tr- Tale Wy axe) ym ob ha-t<m of- ame) il ais =1~\o | oy-Lol al al-maal-vanaxeyal-1om al= 
disliked the title, and suggested that Garry rename it. 


[Garry] Crack City was very quickly born [...] The name came to me 
almost straight away. 





Bi at—malcaiiihvaeaakeyanl.<-q-10m Or c-lel a Orig’ male)! im ey-¥ ame) md al-mcy ale) iam Dieters 
Wakoldal-yanbhdoy-bamon able tswa-3i-)q-) aler-¥ ime al Cole atmaiic-toms olo}s1C-\om Conv lo) abaM shite) ales 
Zenobi Software in early 1990. 


[Garry] I [sent it to Zenobi] because Mike G suggested John based on 
sVeatchandatcntae mc} c-aralol beatae loyal-me- bale mdal-vhamnalccvonaia' am Mmm WEAidol-m ml .@al-\i'meyi 
VA-y aXe) oy ew =) o)bhe- haley ame) a-lehic-yahabiacMer-Waqtecw-lmdat-lmubaq\-mm meloyame 

c= aq=) aq lel=y mecey qty lo(-y ghalem-Vahigeyal-M-]hy-m 


fol aha eM cchmal eal he-Molmd al-mer-Vaatom dates a@ Uhl <-Mel-va¢-haomco)(omaat— 
FVolol bia hur- have mdat-hal a\-mal-lom-jolefer-\1-lo Com er-haa'mdat-Lm@al-m-Jaolbllom-ybloyqanhant 
Coe iii) movie al-wyoyaay's-lg-Malebti-- Bro) molest yle)(-mebloliter-uelerqmm ar K-maqleeyt 

lat: \a-wqat=y aha ley al-vomA-yalo)eymcoRe:-laaim el-ver- Leh y-6-Wio\ me (12), C=) ar- MC ol =) 

oh goje)ol-lomdacoveledamaah'm(-14c-ydeloy am-llovalem \andam-malel(ow-F}.qhale mim mob lle ml e)— 
sVaUlih ave mvom olblolhtlqMdal-mer-baql- Wu Mem Meng Viar- lina mdavolblelahmdal-mer-aal-Mi'r-bmcole) 
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foxes aal 0) (> aero m qat-Han'mulad(-BcYor q-1-) ab-w-hale mh glcotd oloy <1 ammo] bial Byeley al 

Nec Naaalqre McomOr-Vaa'm-e-le)eycoy-Lolam-haleméal-yamel-ver-hamcomaat-Vatc-l@- la als 
innovative use of PAWS. After a few play throughs I realised I had 
oy aqk=idquaate mj el-cert-lmhamaahimt-\e\-tre(-\el.a 


[Garry] [Thankfully] [John] was impressed. He really liked it. But, let's 
LOR aRy hime at-Vo mi comagt-V cm. i-\i'mel gt. tale (-t em Bom le c-(or-vAt/ Vom. Moslem Coy ale olble mura. 
SYoMm Lah 'c-w-lololbimabahatem- Wi-\\melUncel al-cM-balom qvol(--Mm\ (omapnater-haal-yahe-lt 

fod at Wale (-1m i'd ome -ereyaqbaat—iqle(-remey maat-\ol=m 


fo) aba MU htmole-Natcciccyecmer- niche at-MeaibbaqleSaeom-talemadat-lmc-\Melelere| 
3 Ko) b lol alcey a aat-ma's'(-Motlom-Haat-valemdal-mequbatemelbimaloldahbalemelc-tjalen 


@f-yag bce m=aicoy ahaer-iatae (elm com a-atal-ai md al-w/A-saXo) om o)blelunsa\-10m Or c-lel a Origyainal 
the June 1990 issue of Your Sinclair. It was a resoundingly positive 
assessment, with Mike awarding the title a huge 9/10. He said “You'll 
sq Ko) ae aX=y=10 We aa heel ale q=r-kcYoy alm Com .¢=1-) om 0) (-hianale ml Oi ¢- lel, O11 G/M cole M lmolt- hi ant 

| oX=fer- LbRS{= wat £O10 Ma c-N ah COMM Mal -mer-Naql-m ime Lbnhcomsyhaay elk’ moyallur-halar-nalem olones 
most home-grown adventures to shame". 


[Garry] It was incredible. It's still one of the best days of my life. That 
gE} gov at. ey oyhal=t-t-w- Wale m=» Couh t=) qql-yqhaumem- Hatem oy gle (-mu kame. he-Micolbme(-1 md alelcy— 
pq akoyqat=yqie-wun Ky aM whey Walemoyamda\-Mey-Col qoym- lima: \@-vace)aum hua) 's-\wagt- leper: 16 
OW atcha aicole mm nl <-mel-vac-hcommMal-bal @icolemmlolahaMm sl teyam 


SM aX-mer-habahimei-sac-hcom-ltcyom cloybauct=lo Melb las anl-mebist-ye)eloyhaleaat-saummhamedal-mel-it- hig 
hand alcmer-baalsmeroyaabhalemcomaqt-ba.c-1em-Nalomdal-mab.¢-Lavosamolamy-1imaelelelutjannalep 
ibe ferctsjuhakemudat-har-haMst-ba b=) apa=)(ct- liom) colltom at-hicom-huee-leit-lemcieyaq\-mey meals 
mainstream powerhouses such as Firebird or Mastertronic. If sucha 
iqzrerole sab isyo10 mo) ¢- bale mat-\ome)-lol.¢-romdav-mer-baal-mmeak-ma-s-Joluc-nala@rcy-lc-smecelel (el 

atc Widom ol-1—s quale at-mablesamdalelencr-n alone 


[Garry] Yes - I think I was a couple of years late, a couple of years after 
1d aVems) ol-veaqb lag ol--V.¢m Mdatnal. atl (-t-e- bale macar(-yqiel-melelioM at-\a-M el) ale- mre)! 
abledaX-vaha@oclotomi'aidameyal-moymdal-Meyleret—) mecovaahey-Hall- mma] Lamenhic-ya Lair. Ly 
1990 I was pretty happy the sales it got. It was more about the 
recognition at that stage, definitely. [...] I received a few cheques 
huey qaWA-) alo) oy IP mefolaklOjo-Mer-Vaal-mme i htmaqhebaqmc-vaqt-vaqlol-a-Maql-Wc-ver-varanate 
rVololehme m1 010B-livole(-idql-samlomdat-ma oy d.¢Molbig@-im-lololbian MOl00Keteyey(-1-5 


fo) abel ia Wat-Mer-Naat-miicKomeycoley-Volatmolomdal-va-e-Waqvey ale timaqhim ce) obrcy-1i(—) cee 
along with Agathas’s Folly and my own stuff. Strange thing is, I lost 
Coy b Kol aa \shdaM Gr. haat ammmmel at. hale (-co ml qhl-w-lolohq-ss-M-1com-lalem-her-hamaceyaameal=) 

Yo htccnalex-ve ken conte-Li qt med al-re pb (<M qikolal ml cale)) im al-Mer-\J allo Mm me loyammdathal.alal 
Ai cv a qalet-yAicclom-Wahiaaqteyq-Meor-hiaaqi-yqiccmm Mat. lem. meveyeye)(-Mey mel ale fbl- t= 

C= qUn ge al=re Mcom aal-w- Vale m-HaC-) a-W)ahi(-M Myce) oj el-rom\—yalohbate med q\-yaa bum meycoley-lelhtg 
fon! (<mahiagm-Mexelbhol(-oymanbbatonq-romoloybnalelmiaMer-Lel.cugentic-liat- mim m-vaq) 
honest. 


(Or Tol a Oth ara-ie-baleksmd alt= ccs) me) muh aaksm- loe- bam=y.cor-yoluleyar-linvmelt-aic-leltce 
loyalibr-baudhiare(-s-skepat-rom-Halomabkesalyy melo) tsial-rom-lohic-squaenc-mm Mal-m-1bhoa-) aK -mOR= 
(oe) a2 UA Poe hale hem cred ah ab lor- lim oyasss\-sale- ule) amd al=m=) ale phal-Mcmicoler-lelelt-baia-nalel 
jey-bacshate mer} ey-Voylahal=sswaqlar-Naksw geass aat-Nhabcm-lere-1s-3l0)](-m com eat-maatolel-saal 
player. To say that it was developed by a 15-year-old is just 
EKcolbhalehbave mm Mal-moyalhymer-haql=yelt-himeaalqtol at-babk-saamer-Neatmnaluceloiblecromear-ie 
(oxo) bio iy 0} co) o}-1e) Ayal ol-mor aha Kos tse in’\c- Tome alm haKeliblssoyameym olbyAl-te- bale! 
SThGOr-Lekopakcwi\ahdabnaMmdal-mer-baa\cmuat-haat-lom-Wmae-hale(ohaqmelat-have-melmioycerhate 
different outcomes. This logic, the result of aRANDOM function, felt 
1bhabe-bh@mr-halomr\sak=sqmerolbhe)(-\omi\ahd amd al-molerer-t-sloyar-lmbatsie-halmekst-ldamamy'celeilel 
Toyaak=idqubate meat: lar- WA ks] @er-salaena!mel=tylepal-) ance lol am-Fmoit-3r-0 aM! ole nal ky-1—) 
Curse of Rabenstein] would avoid. 


KCEVe aid Mee \sbalemelt-\ig-vomiar-\er-Vhal-Mevobie)(-Moymts--Vece-le (oem Molle munqlom-Wi-\)\) 
fo) imd atowcynubl-Valoyat-wme-huat-) am-lo Cl avolome-halemc-valelovaabm-balomda\-ya-1ko)a-B ahalemeyi 
frustrating. I guess they would be where [I] was trying to engineer an 
roy biveroyaal-mcomeoycolenc-rtmaqhimenc-nalemel(olme(--ylenaMmelbiMiaheaminaghac-ro 
saatzyaakoy qtgher-Vey- Cou hqi am hame)d al-yan oy ce lm Mal-lomcom.<-\-) oMdaihatece-yhaqlel(-Bhalr-} 
Kz (Vas olk-Vor-\w ha =) aqkcMoymolloleker-Vaqi-Mevoy ql-juableiateyal-lalem-(oKe) a\-Meyma'iie) 
sacrifices were made. Frankly, it's also because at that age I probably 
s Ve bow ohimroyoluhaaht-1ulem-lololehmold aly mol-rejoll-w-w-leylinaimcomy ord molehmaahmialalcyg 
rationale for a puzzle! However, I did include some HELP tips in the 
for Na al-mevoml Mie Feo) ohalolbhiaimeroy qi-yer(olbhMoy mu ql-ya-Mel-ynalem-Mcyaat-limahenaqlel-) @eyi 
ie \dal-y mac haveloyaqMmen(-yahimualel qimelby 74-1 mcokerc-\el.e 


so) \c-haelmdal-m-y ale moyme(-ai(-]lojolaal-salemer-Neatmat-lomelsimcveyaal-mdalelenes alanpance) 
id alomoxoyquananbr-luleyameymedal-molt-bahal-romualloleatmeymer-haal-\-mmM alomalsyamer-baalomniccks 
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LICHFIELD JUNCTION 


The hanhdsone Foundation H@ looks 
on aS the Foad heads south 
through harsh orey jundcle. 

A POLlICeMmMan 15 here. 

A nurse ifs here. 


€5HOH PASS TO GUARDS 





VN oteoyic-) hagyo-\oroslo) hima iiaahac-sam-h atom ol-vai-reida'me)colene-baqhaq\-oMer-baats 
Cappuccini's spy thriller Crack City is a masterclass in adventure 
design. 


called A Handful of Snow and was briefly mentioned but was never 
1@sy-Lbksi=re Mad Ml aX=my 0) Ko) an i\e- Tom al=até=) moo) agye)(=1¢s1o barn alo md al-mcyoralo)e)(-1-moymsle(=r-Kom- hale! 
joke) Cs ahat- lm cofer- haley atswnaW-Mmt- hae (-m—» ¢-) cet {ml olele).aniic- Fw aakol-1qmnl.¢-1a)mcolias hal 
one of Garry's family’s many house moves. 


Ker Ve ats me loyaMadaihal.avlo)aham-Vale ms Melk-voibl-t:-lomdal-w-1blel-y-le 1b (-vakmet-haql-t nay 
dqX-mole-Vabal-lomualloleatiawaWahialc him Mm at-\om-lbc-r-lon'mecoyaal-mblomnaldamdal-mat-haal-wa' 
fe EY avo fab] Mo) ms) avon avon che l-md al-m-y alo oy im Oy ¢- lo), al Ori gia me (-y'(-](o) ohaal-iqh om al-yaler= 
Lew giv ahuoyaW- land aX-M-) alo Moymd q\-Mer-Vaq\-em Mom MI ie-Vaccle molblqunalem- Wicca) 'mlel(--K3 
ole (qd ql-ya co) a, Wri 1elesss] me) ms) alo) ami sand amd al-mol-lenhalauh ave toy m-lM (oler-laleyal 
map. But that’s as far as I got. 


AV CemrcN dom ololos ds an Koy aud aor. loimdal-N@er-baayacmishjleyamolm-mealroleatmonlobalmeroy gals 
Koma qbuhalosamy.Wi-\)\aaaleyaidalce-hac-yandal-m Colebansyhaloit-Whaea-aial-anmalomeK-)e)-haccrel 
Koy mab bauatc=y ecShQimr- bale Mi ic-FsMevey are naal-rom Vand aMel-rerolaqhnale mW ms d-salel al-hale! 

| oxo) alo) qahkermcjqbkel-sqieal wKomebkohqMmmocoyauenahecomi\aheamer-baal-mol-aic-lkojosaal-salar-lar-lt| 
(o) aKexom al =m K-98 OF ¢- or, O74) al ol=) ab bale bits) Gli bm alo hcM => cor-3 0) aloyal-li\imoycelelemosmanks 
thakei (sm elblelensial=remenq-t-lakeyae 


(ere a seit Am earolbbak«-ml-1(-saql-yand miicolbl(oMol-mual-mene-Ve) qh let-pmee)](olbhg 
orientation (compass) and PSI characters. [The] least favourite would 
| of-Md aY-Wq¥-Valohaulmoym@qaleyd-Mblaubauubnhahtc-m oscolel(-sqalyeolibialoyalM mM at-\om ve) 

sh qXel hb Ke (-W- tow) ghey qceib ie: -yhual-) @enb(-Mcom t-\ol.aoymaal-yaaloy at ame) mel-tylenal-1 a -y ace) @. 
@)'(1 ¢-11d alo) ble daMme ly orit-maab tue hulolalw-lolelenmat-\abavemcomevoralir-nalinimeiy lt 
back on scope/descriptive text, I'm proud of what I achieved given 

1d aQemyoa'(-o coma qt-yaqte) gia abaquar-LaloyakMeymdal-W-ro.@s)el-leiuab haa 


PaWAas MUR ABAt(-) a JhQi Am er-Naata loynalsrom-Nall MMEst—) ataker-s-Mmerolaqhey-bahtar-salemudal=yal 
laXzr-Kol=yomhahcom-bam-1ehhcoyar-lm-havemaat-ba.<-1enalemae)(-m ie) a-la/\c-]emecosaaher-Nahianal 
VAOLO1O Re hal-A0l0lomal-m(-snemaquelololtcrom-haolehalembam- Mm K-\)\\m (0) e\Mel-sceya-mleyhabnatel 
1d al=m 5} 51 Om haWA0lOlcmaat-Nar-Kephalem/\c-]om-iohacoyar-lem (elon a al-a\acw-N alo Mi) aiskesc KO} 
one of their websites. He's still putting his Crack City interface skills 
to use managing several of the BBC’s user experiences. 


Ker Veatd MW alo emol Nw me (a aaht merc LeAt- mab lealnaat-yahandataelblelamcyoyalem agiunate 
Nave m(ohaual@-Wi-\)mtg-1-Vace-Lece) mole-yiahale MUAtc-mm Mtc-MolF-Kic-loMonqbnqat wham Bia) 

Joy Wale kmontg-y aud q\-Wa'c-y-) GoM 1G aly! Meat olbitg- Meola qal-M-» ceive m-Vololbimd al 

Jo) coy-} ol -lo1 Moy m-Lohi(cvalabhe-Mi'sahunalem-\er-thaMmeat-1a-M coy ajo -1ayMat-Val aioe mm Ml 

rel aY=(ol hol Pam sorb l(ohamandat- Nal ol-e-royaat-idqunale ty 








DESERT ISLAND DUNGEONS 


SY Yon d= 2X0 (=1 ae CT- ha) a Or. 10) o)b locos hah m=ts(er-) ol =15 mk Os ¢-lol al Oui ai moyal \iasko) a abicmolt-bal-mcomerg-tJal 
en route to the Maldives. Marooned on a deserted island, he has just five text 
adventures to help retain his sanity. 


AVA atch ale Mn \¢=) qhem com Oh ahem Ma(-ynmrer-haqbhale m ol-Jqahhalemevoyaayol(-1c-lh\amslove Mm (m-iulel.an/\ahdaldatsms)e\-lersabhaal 
sa coyaatn sat han mor-balmassaqlssaalelosa 


The Hobbit — A real trailblazer for the text adventure scene. 
i glo sole (oft teem edi himiosalemavaremi-iaimacnabahys 

Bored of the Rings — ditto. 

Dracula — great atmosphere. 


The Price of Magik — I liked that they were always trying to support the text and story 
with as many interesting visuals as they could. 






Author: David Elkan 
Publisher: Melbourne House 
RRP: £3.95 (1984) 

Buy it from: eBay/AbeBooks 
Expect to pay: £3 - £6 





A GUIDE TO 
PLAYING THE 
HOBBIT 


Veronika Megler and Philip Mitchell's The Hobbit 
continued to baffle and befuddle adventurers long after 
its release. In 1984, David Elkan's guide was one of the 
first books to offer dedicated help in solving Melbourne 
House's Tolkien blockbuster. 


David Elkan's playing guide was published in 1984, almost two years 
after The Hobbit was released to the public. The need for a dedicated 
book so long after the release of the game demonstrated the 
longevity and toughness of Veronika Megler and Philip Mitchell's 
classic adventure. 


Cries for help with The Hobbit would frequent the adventure 
columns and letters pages of every magazine on every platform. 
Elkan's 76-page guide came to the rescue, splitting its advice into 
three handy sections. 


After a foreword written by “authors of The Hobbit”, the first 12 page 
section dealt with a general introduction to the game, covering basic 
adventuring concepts - moving around and getting to grips with the 
Inglish parser and vocabulary. It also covered dealing with other 
more advanced mechanics such as doors and passageways, weights 
and measures, and an introduction to the game's main characters; 
Thorin and Gandalf. The second section, The Hobbit Help pages, 
expanded on the overview of the first section, going into greater 
detail of what need to be done in wider locations found in the game; 
from The Misty Mountains to Long Lake. Advice was offered ina 
more cryptic way, making the reader work for the solution. The final 
section pulled back the curtain on specific puzzles, and offered a 
hand-holding walkthrough and commands for each location. 


Screenshots from the ZX Spectrum version of the game adorned 
many pages, and the book is laid out in an easy-to-follow format. 
The three sections made it suitable for every skill level, and you could 
drop into each depending on the level of help you needed. As an 
accompanimentto getting enjoyment from this classic game, it’s 
unparalleled. 


de 














TREVOR TOMS 


is ¢-\'(o} am Kosaatsmoi-rslepal-rom-bam-lohi(-sahauhaomi\sengnate) 
Me baaKoa)\o}d anGat- Lan) \(csah@ovahcomnal-jolnacmaat-hahiymoleal=ya 
Ke htgssahuvhaom-b aed abausroecpme baled se lonhalemm Mal-m@rc-}e) alle 
Adventure Creator's Sean Ellis and Valkyrie 17 
author Tony Barber. He played a Key role in 
oK=a(=) Co) oyhake me r-haal=s:35 ko) au ad aby 0) ols Wats}-\olenr-Lusise- hale! 
Nahi aMsyahtsyae-hhabaqlssanm e)lovalq{-) Glove) cersmeicoyal= 

Kolb nave l=yo md alm qoads) coi neha ales b aa Ore) geley¢-laleyae 


This is his memoir. 


1 foybal=ro r- mee) aay ol- bah) mer-liC=10 Mle Kol-}.q'salsw haus ROU AC MEb abner: ll \iar- low meroyaayelenccye 
fo} ol=1 ¢-1Xe) a (sjey-b dome haal=m (oe) mol bhme rola alele).¢-lomeyalvom oycolene-baahaathalem-haXel 
joined their team of programmers in 1971. As I always enjoyed the 
Ks} ol =(ou oym =n Kos l=s aXont gum Ma qkoh'c-1e Mn aicom-monahlejec-mao)(-meymaat-Hhale-vhabhalemaat= 
Hoskyns’ in-house version of the George2 operating system. This in 
1qbhaall(=1omaal-mcomaal={-1mma)comeldak-salcoyalebat-)aaamece)it-t-leabl-1meavoyi\ mun aaal 

1H @K=yqXels) PEVLo) ab ale a abhe)o\cw-bale mUloyaMlst-Wd-1Ko) com \\salom\(-sa-Mel-atccllojeyhalem- maton 
Intel 8080-based system for hotels. 


sole (<idal-yqmr-balom-lroyalem/\ahdam-mcolonadalaat-sqqlel-saeymdal-mc-r-Naamey comico) ices! 
qqhOLUGRnOR{=) mo) ol-ye-e hale McyiA-10-) 00m COLE RAUL) 45) Biko) malo) i-] maoloyaam-halemeylienate; 
sqatchat-keosaatc ahem \/hyasqo)tcmiic- Wome aXomel-atc-) (oe) eyaa\-squmeymdal-maat-bhamOm.<-yealcl| 

Nake mdaX-moyllunatem oe) celetcrt-e 


Phipps Associates 


ba DOV AS RN Co) ab ale ad aby e) of m (=i Kos} .qiaatcw-nalem-\ci.¢-10 mi aqK-mcomoyhamabnaameam- Matsa) 
partnership — Phipps Associates — which was then intended to 

Jo) cepraleK-mbLGlbnatacyoyan’ic-ba-m Koy and al-micole bale maahloncolecoyaahelbic-yasnalonetiuatamll(= 
sVicy comm 0) (Nah auhae Mol a=1\-t-b\-ms\ond-1-)qlaat-bak-le(-yaql=salemcvo)auhalem-halem keYWiy) 
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Format: C64, Plus/4, CPC, ZX Spectrum (+3, ESXDOS, 
IN (pag pc Waqhher-MaNc- homey Ma DION w-halomaVohiccralaunceyal 
Publisher: Poly.Play 

Developer: Stefan Vogt/Puddle Software 

RRP: €28.27+ shipping _ 

Release Date: March 2020 

Buy: https://www.polyplay.xyz 

1 Do) \a ql (oy- lo bal aug olcwyeasioyacer-baqX-towi col am Loy ae-lel=yabsicynal 
(Oxo) ai t-\ol aml alg oMMkstd eyhawnalioy ere) ahe-leig) 


THE CURSE OF 
RABENSTEIN 


Supernatural forces and dastardly deeds in 
The Curse of Rabenstein, a brand new ghostly 
of g- 0) ahom-Keht{-) qhabna-macovaqm-Aie-Haotanananannae| 
Voniccyahabna-m-heudaleyars)(-ir- hale’ (eleia 


wk \ahalem-lbqateysiarcyhaledtctaat-nalel-vol\vaacarahiccromudalomaqkolel-1aqmstdoyianc-y at 

EYohi(c algun comc(ol-) al-mme) (ost b ama’ (ole ime Lohtcrauabhacm\sahuhale mer-bazt-) aie lele(-saar- hon 
shows no sign of slowing. After the release of his science-fiction 
based thriller Hibernated: This Place Is Death, Stefan is back witha 
lose halo Mm al-a)\mepe-holahlomcsy.qur-lohtc-sqhaeha-muat-Lar-bhaqhcmcomaat-l.¢-meav-mel-lanqomaalo} as 
accessible to new and seasoned players alike. The Curse of 
Rabenstein is the first release from his new software house, the 

| sab Co lol (=mexo)nmece)i(=101Gh'(omecie- baK\o Ml ohtanko) aa als) aaat=saalel=) e-moymd a\-maaie lela! 
EYohaqhnczvom alelo)eohab-janq-1ecemel-ai(-1ko) ohaal=sahanar-haqus ey alemelesaanr- hace 


The Curse of Rabenstein is set in 1862. Its protagonist is a student of 
jqakcronlouhal-mmaaiqueaauhavemucolaqmyAbbakelam@-Nac-yar-Weaal--1ahalem/\ahdalDloloicoyay.Uat-s que 
ohaatsroyalsmear-Landalcmolt-hiccsauakeyel-cmialimaehadak-sandal-yharoyiaamonatol-yecie-havebnalel 
(o} ou =) qlox-eas DL Uhah ale madal-m->.dal-Letiuhale muah om aleyaal-mmal-r-lonhalem-ler gestae al~ 

| sdauhatom-alomcon/\e- hae lsMeluc-\c]ololonce mad al-mer-Ngak-le(-melenalal-scomi-malonhalemnal 
IUKeKeK=yal\imcico) olcmbamdalomaahtelol(-moymdal-ms}(-\el ql xopa-ss1 em | Manltomaal= 
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K@} oy okos-thx-) mM Ko) o) MM atomralit-Vor-mhahaber-Wai\(-l(ovoyaal-ma-vaber-mnamdal-w.Waaller-| 
version of Curse of Rabenstein. [Opposite] [Bottom] Stylish graphics 
Wale. Mal=r-lm- Pao liehaahaMmc->amenkjol(-h}mibamdal-m/#.@is)ol-(elsabhaameoleyag 


coachman, obviously lost, checks his maps and attempts to get his 
lol—t-habaXe tyne alm aqk- beamed at-be-(eltcyane-0,cce- moe ce)lmdahcelecesamedal-muc-\-w- bare! 

Sy alexolbhahe=y amar icomes aloridhiar-he)el-banekolalsmoy mm coy aat-halll(=\eplopanat-Whd-tsMm@pane)el-rol 
| oh} (=3 6 €e) ond a= 0} Co) e- Le fo) abksiuy abl} alto oy-Kol. ance md al-mer-haat-ler-m-nalem-aiccsahaer-llats 
stumbles into the nearby village of Rabenstein. There's a cosy 

Viel (oxoyqakom- Land alow habqbmolonar-bac-) mereyan'c-ye-shalem/\aidameatcm (oler-licmaeatow at-naaltcia 
spooky mystery begins to unravel. 


Rabenstein was released back in March whilst Stefan was in the 
jqaukoksjqoym-Wi\dake) (om ¢- bale (-moymeod al-) aye) co) (-e1d-pupnalel loko bhatemdal-mecoyalanauer-luleyal 
(oy im ahiswaqt-lepahebaame)elblswuwhlel-)aal-lc-re m-ymda\-mci-1e 10 (1m come alm Oy a-kojatareyaat-Fsya) 
award-winning adventure. 





[Stefan] I actually needed a break from Hibernated. The game 
became such a massive viral success that I put myself a lot under 


The Larae pressure to create the sequel [...] I started working on Hibernated 2 
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decorated counter near the staircase to the Upper 
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TOU motice: the innkeeper, a group of villagers and a 
wart Fireplace. 
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region. The Large, bequtiFullu pointed 
stained glass windows show various 
biblical scenes. The entrance door to the 
West 16 decorated with wonderFul carvirnge. 
Further north the areqd merges into the 
q7raveygard and the centre of the village 
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design. It features just twenty or so locations. Several online reviews 
oid alomer-baalomat-hic-mor @ halos ls\-1o md abicm oba-aiahgimolenanhalmeloyhale mciom-ha-maavisssshale 
1d al=mr-Ko1 and at-Nundal=sa-ecmcjol | olt-saia)meyim ole batel al ol-\el.<-romhalcomat-lel-yalsiccsna es 
diminutive stature. It's an adventure that showcases Stefan's 
maturing skills; a pocket-sized, well-crafted vehiclle for his creative 
Wake ma c-rol ahabxer-lmt- (<1 qhecym olondGnhatemabl-maqkelel-laam-lent(-rahqeha-misahanalel 

10) abi (ossfo) 0) aims coy altar-baketre-saluq-mmat-lol-yabiicsnamat-lMel(-r-hahva-bavemel(-ai(-yahis 
joyhced alzro dam oloyAromebhnnleibliqiar-lanhecme-baer-iar-leent) aterm \dabkol ammonia al= 
way, is not seasoned, toughened adventurers. 


The game's parser accepts simple verb-noun inputs, but the 

fo f-sal=y celekcmrcorer-lelblr-batmeshic-d atom olt-hic-s age] (-sal ame) me) elutes alse 

(Gros aahaghbbabver-huleyal ol-1anti-\-sqlelat-ha-leit-sacm ism haayoloyar-balmnamdalsmer-baalcm- hate 
ieeclolopakciccsham=yaahe)Coyiécm-baMmebaleroyaqhe)aler-ic-1o ms WaWIN, @rorolaahaat-baveMmebns)olol<shale movi 
1d alomaqkeya=mevoyaahe)(=> ancy.) au MOM co)bhalomhameldal=) mer-haq\=ssmml MaX=t:\-m olf-hii-) ar-BLOks 
and the entry-level puzzle chains are all designed to remove some of 
the usual gameplay barriers that frustrate inexperienced players. It's 
joxoysssy le) (=m com aakoyi(-md aX-msj ce) giao) am: bale m=>.40)(oyd-maalesmoymdal-maar-lemiahearolene 
qqhoKodqmonhaaorb lun) amsiccir- bale at-Fcmciat-lel-rom-Mat-bae-lont(om-NaloMobhaseeliqimuar-ie 
joX=yaksroid hime: hae (-1ecm au kcm- hOKobK-sqker-mn i \dqbitsias.¢-1-) ovnakemaaleya-m-Qenic-baerstom ethics) as) 
fer HOLGAYe Necro mr VaNd amd al=mer-baakoecmUc(ol ah aber lmni\ab2-haebatar-nalom-luaake)-jelal-seom- have! 
descriptive writing. 


[Stefan] Rabenstein was intentionally designed [to be] a short novella 
1d qt-\ are) ol-vakom bl ome aloe (1 qh a= Ko) ay el-roje)K-Bal-\)\m com hem Mal-1 mma al-wmlel-)-Mor-lqihale mia 
# y¢-} ol = aR d=) 14-1 yom at-oe- Wo] 5 coy ale mi Koleqe kMoy aM-».4el-val-1qkerbale mice) qtadat-|' 

c= gauhalolmiolbmoymr-haalelb iM obnaatonia(-m alo) ago) ame) (olt-pe-valemual-Mor-haal-w at. koe! 
aiccvatm thatthe} cole patie mate autre md al-w ole-yic-y @ol—ibalem-lo)](-mcoevoy ql-ehaal-m- hale! 
solve itin 1.5 - 2 hours as I thought that's just the right amount of 
time for your first adventure experience. 


The DAAD Adventure Writer has been put to good use, together with 
LU) Coe Dy. 1 Omere) aye) i=) ar-valom Uk-lheatcM-salat-baker-yaqX-sqlecmn \ahdalaat-hahim@eymudat= 
most popular retro micros catered for. As well as the usual 8-bit 

joe Lakeyaaatspme pale) abker-likjm-yqlat-haker-1o Ml Robs oyhantd-sa-slolalwoyaidal-waWaauler-m-Nalel 
VNC bamow M-b acm lecvomr-hie-Wit- lee) (omc-balem-baenelct-le) hime) ceniacel-mual-mel-1cit 
experience). Chris Ainsley's Adventuron (which gets better in every 
iteration) provides the engine for a modern browser-based version. 
Si al-s cower lesvomr- me (-1u koro b hsm) ol-ceiu aon aqme \\(=>.4 my oloyaundat-lanaal-¥.combr-moymdal= 
1qqk-QodabhaX=Bom=y.at=yqXe (zl mer-hor-leylenal=tow-h alo med ahorcm oy q-\-9 alec (oler-Lalojamene-y elanlets 
on-par with the 16-bit versions. The story, puzzles and outcomes by 
1d atomnicchi ure bacm-ll md aXsmst-baalom acer hae ll -\-molmo)f-1akelaqa me ia@cmaeal-m Ubclalena-le)ahrer 
datchur-Naomonbac-yq-yahqre(-yel-valenhalemoyaMd atomic. ce(-imnaar- lel ahbalcecMer-lel-leslnelowe 


Si al-mi\oyale (saab mene. eo) aulerpni\sablol aW-Nc-miccsa'ma-yaquhabisver-salmeymdal= 
illustrations in Fergus McNeil'’s Mindfighter, are an essential part of 
1d aX=m=y.q ol=) a-yqler-omg ol-saKalei dai meri olabbabatem-balom-yalat-bakeshavemdal-m-\-salc 

ci Col atdnal=wd Malm hakelibissloyameymdal-malelabmaal-vaaleyaicaalonatena’mbaal-\e(-tm imo} al= 
fo} mad a= ws dqy- Fro) ahomad at-hemd al=mer-baa\omat-lmcom qb bamaceyaamont:).qmsMal-moyakepharli 


graphics were created by pixel artist Dylan Barry but Stefan ended up 
lAitccteVanake Mol ar—at(-laMccrone-huianale med al-yaqmcome-Hio) audal-yqqmcom-r-lolamc-bacr-i 
system. 


[Stefan] I think it took me about 10-12 weeks to draw the graphics. It 
Was a pretty arduous work which I clearly underestimated. It 
fol-yababic-lhtaiic Koma alm aqkosyqred at-lit—yale shale me- ly. qibameng-r-hunalem@.¢-lel—yahi¢-1iq mm mente! 
Kolm LOR Marc halgcomeoloyamdal-Mepe-VolahlerMeoyic-vani\aidaMuiad(-M-vakoyaumvomdal-ytaniic-i ac) 
iqalohec Ni 'eaM corm —\ic-va'molt-laceyaqqmmagt- lah ale Mb Lye) mda-meolt- lace) aqatmenatieg ele 

fo ne-yo) quComc-y-1ab beter navel \plohbatem-laM->av-yate(-romol-I(-1uc-Mo) ald q\-B@l a @m ion 
pe Naan el(- Moy acaohahahalem quianq-t-whaqt-le(-c laid aM Romero) (olbn a moyaldal= 
@foyaqhaaloleloyc-W ahvky em ole) aeml -A'd-1 aim oloy ame) a¢-] ol-1 ahi (<1 eM el-ver-naay= 
Yohaqtcidahbqve my ol-voit-l@-hqleml Mdquial qidar- La tcm dat: haagt-0.¢-\mian bb able |b(-mm Colm Leni 
joyCed hom icolbianc-NKolohaht-makoyaal-mecoyaqhelenu-yar-hakemc-(-]mdat-Ladal-W aco] el-yahyi-1ig! 
version was created with all the love and all the capabilities it could 
Vol aut-yt(-moy amd at-imelt-\aie)eaae 


Puddle have partnered with specialist publisher Poly.Play to createa 
je) ah¥éssKer- lun a1 (=t- FX Com OL Uhiamr- halo m-KcMORJUr-lemeal-aimat-hic-m.caqlelel.<-re meals 
joy-Kol.¢-Kephale Moleimosmdal-mor-Nd. tam ole bavel hale m-bam=>.ce)bNishU-Mohti-sa-sFA-101 
er-Ncoleler-baomoleymerolahe-shanbake m-Mc\-1(-ce1glo)ameymenlenhe-luntc-)a:sloyalsmeymeal-mer-baalc 
o} ais) DL@r- bdo ber-lkoyake mahalo) ahts-y(or- lame c=1-) 6-1 Moymr- We al=ver.dt-lex-m laid alm i\celerel=yal 
cross, a manual, stickers and posters. 


Curse may be too easy or short for hardened adventurers, but us 

iqakos acme Lohirahqueanatemaqvoyar- lim all @-he)eq-vert-NCmdal—mi co) d. qu olenannaltomagr-l.cnate! 
the game accessible. Novices and casuals players will enjoy the 
Jak-hate ta aXe) (ohhalem-nalomenal-t-banoley~4(-1-ym oleh —ai(-1 a\ceyal-maen/(-a1(-s amd alelolcomelenys 
Rabenstein for its clever narrative and huge effort Stefan has put into 
idalomer-haaloeomable lal ep coloibloiakoyamic-ibl-i- halo e)a-ti-)ahe-lulolal 


SSCS chal eo q ef-s a (-y alorqlom-Veohr(-vahubkc-mole-hic-vacmaabiesauajallm-vallontm@¢-]ol-yakic-iig) 
Koy md aX-e- Wau have md ql-w-1co) atau olviq@eoy amd al-Moldal-yalat-balomeal—-y'mevolbl(o Mele moyht 
disappointed because the game is very easy and it's much shorter 
dat-baW- MOrier-l@-loht(-yqlabia-Wer-Vqal-mm MM al-yalr-Yor-Vhal My Nia lolecMoymaql-tor-le (1 
and reviews from people for whom Rabenstein was their first 
eYohi(-yahabug-M-».q ol) al) qle—mmr- halo md q\-y'moye-VAy-10 Bhan coy al ol—yhale M-Yom-levet-t-3 10) (—y 


| heswad aX=m ol =p ai =1oi me r-haalom com -saharer-m aqlosa=molt-hic-sacmbaicom-lohic-salaundomer-baaQ=ts 
and is a technical tour-de-force demonstrating Stefan's masterful 
Yeauenatemat-bear-valomc-rol ahabtor-lm=» qel-) auh\-mmnl\l(-M | malo melo) blolm\-\-m-Maaleld-me naan sy 
and tougher adventure when Hibernated 2 is released later in 2020. 
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Melbourne House, 1985 


We have featured several of Trevor Lever and Peter Jones' games in 
this piece as no other adventure writer (or in this case duo) perfectly 
captured the zeitgeist of the many aspects of British life and culture 
in the 80s. Terrormolinos, the pair's supremely funny second game 
pokes fun at the growing trend in the 80s for the unwashed masses 
to bundle themselves off abroad on cheap "package" holiday to sun- 
soaked balearic beaches. 


You are Dad, taking wife Beryl and kids Doreen and Ken to the Costa 
Brava resort of Terrormolinos, surviving various perils along the way 
like being buried up to the neck in sand. You complete the game by 
taking home a series of saucy-seaside “Saucivision" holiday snaps 
that cleverly used The Illustrator capabilities of The Quill. 

















Mikro-Gen, 1983 


You are Henry Littlefellow, hen-pecked husband of battle-axe 
Martha. Your quest is to steel your wages from Martha's purse and 
make a run for it to reach the adult entertainment emporium. A very 
early BASIC hybrid arcade/adventure from Mikro-Gen who released 
several text adventures, including a Martha sequel later that year. 
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8th Day Software, 1986 


Poking fun at the monarchy is a Great British pastime, and in 
Michael White's HRH no member of the House of Windsor (and a cast 
of other well known figures) was safe from his satirical quill and 
political punches. 


Whether it's impersonating a royal by wearing fake oversized ears, 
dealing with the results of illicit extramarital affairs, or fending off 
rampaging corgis, White's observations are as relevant and sharp 
now as they were back in 1986 when the game was released. 
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WOU are sat on the FakFt in the 
Middle oF the canal, You are not 
ee ee ee ee 
Current, but there i5 quite a 
ee ee 0 a ee 


wae do you want to do next? 
#°G 


WOU APC beside the 22:38 
WOPK=“ShHFeCewsbury train. The 
Locomotive is a type 4 diesel 
With a nhameplate Fixed to the 
ae ee er ee | ee ee ee 


wae 40 you want to do next? 
#°G 


Players, 1986 


Players Software were an overlooked budget label that supported the 
text adventure genre with several titles of decent quality, including 
the experimental title The experience. Despite the name, Shrewsbury 
Key (penned by Mark Gipson) is predominately set in the northern 
cathedral city of York, in the mid-8Os. 


Our protagonist starts on a chilly platform at York railway station, 
and in what could be a nod to Gipson’'s love of the British transport 
system, has to navigate a journey south, through various towns and 
cities (including the delights of Stockport) to locate the fabulous 
golden key of Shrewsbury. Why a golden key? I've no idea. There's 
not much background to the fanciful plot and it's even more at odds 
with the insightful social commentary of the prose. Regardless of the 
gameplay and logic issues, and some distinctly average graphics, Key 
is a decent slice of British adventuring. 








= 06 COU 








Applications Software Specialists, 1985 


In this satirical adventure you take on the title role of Denis Thatcher, 
the hen-pecked husband of the “Iron Lady", Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher. Your goal is to escape her clutches and end up in the pub 
(where else?). Featuring a cast drawn from the corridors of power of 
80s Britain, Denis is a lovingly crafted and humorous Quilled 
adventure. The follow-up, the beautifully titled The Tebbit was 
finished but never shipped. Its release was considered too insensitive 
given the events of the 1984 bombing of the Tory Party conference in 
Brighton, in which Norman Tebbit and his wife were injured. 
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Delta 4 Software, 1984 


Fergus McNeil's Quest for the Holy Joystick, and its sequel The 
Return, perfectly capture a moment in time in the thriving British 
adventure scene. In the game Fergus explores his relationships with 
the many adventure afficinardos, parodying software houses and 
events like microfairs, making fun of each of the characters and 
situations with his typical razor sharp humour and in-jokes. 























Press anu key to continue 





















POLEARN 


Sheol Software, 1989 


Written using the PAWS, and utilising the full capacity of the ZX 
Spectrum 128K, Polearn was the solitary release from Dudley-based 
Sheol Software. 





It's an exquisitely crafted and beautifully written Cornish tale of 
mystery and the supernatural, sparsely populated with some good 
looking graphics. Reputedly taking well over a year to develop, its 
depth, size and attention to detail makes it as good, if not better than 
Rod Pike's many mainstream horror titles. 


Sheol sunk without a trace and never made another game, but this 
pearl is well worth tracking down. 
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BEATLE QUEST 


Top Ten Software, 1985 


In a time before insanely expensive licencing deals and trademark 
infringement, Garry Marsh produced this "official" Beatles adventure 
using The Quill and an eccentric splash of surrealism and creativity. 


Having first thought about writing a game based on the double LP 
magnum opus White Album, Marsh crafted out a game that 
interwove the lyrics of Beatles songs into a series of neatly drawn 
illustrations, locations and puzzle chains. Quest evolved into a 
Ooneiric waltz of eggmen, walruses, tangerine trees, plasticine porters 
and looking glass ties. 


With a paltry 500 copies produced (by Garry himself under his own 
label) and featuring exquisite artwork by Alan Alridge, itis now a cult 
collectors piece. Garry revealed, in a 2017 interview with John 
Aycock, that snippets of his proposed trilogy of Beatles games still 
exist, so there's hope one day that the magical mystery tour will 
continue - lawyers permitting. 





CLASSROOM CHAOS 


Central Solutions, 1985 


If you can imagine what Microsphere's Skool Daze would be like 
converted into a text adventure then you end up with Central 
Solutions’ Classroom Chaos. It's a budget Quilled adventure featuring 
a cast of eccentric schoolteachers, George the Janitor and the school 
swot Noall. To evade an eternity in detention you have to explore the 
school to find the missing Challenge Cup before the Headmaster 
finds and blames you for its loss. 
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Hat shall I do # 
+n. 


Youre standing inside the pub next to 
the bar,there’s a door to the west and a 
Sign above the bar hat Says: 

i a - 


= a 





You can see 
Hothing of any use to you here. 


Exits are South, west. 


Hhat shall I do 

SunLlock door. 

The door swings open to reveal the gents 
toilets 


Bhat Shall I do 











PUB QUEST 


Dream Software, 1987 


Chris Shrigley wrote Pub Quest in 1983 while at college. Whether it's 
written from personal experience remains a mystery, but you play as 
the protagonist who has just run up a huge bar bill at their local 
boozer. 


You're completely inebriated and without a penny to your name. You 
stumble off to find money to pay your landlord. The cash is, the 
instructions claim, missing in the local sewer system. Perhaps your 
wallet fell out of your pocket and into the drain in your mad rush to 
get to the pub? Anyway, it’s a good little slice of beer-centric British 
life and Chris has even made the BASIC source code available freely 
via his website. 





ou go &S5T 


Ou 32rée@ at the back OF B&B AOQUEE 


bY two Large dustbins 
exits lLéad:-—- west 
ou see: = 

nothing 


>-EXAH INE CUSTEINS 


URBAN UPSTART 


Richard Shepherd Software, 1985 


Pete Cooke's Urban Upstart, is an adventure that painted a bleak 
picture of life in Thatcher's Britain, set in the fictional post-industrial 
town of Scarthorpe. To seek a better life, the main character must 
explore the town, trudging along its many depressingly named 
streets, past lager-swigging football fans, and escape on a flight out 
of the local airport. 


Despite being basic, and pretty barren, I'm sure the experiences of 
Scarthrope would evoke memories for many teenage players in 
Northern towns in the 80s. 


THE FAMOUS FIVE: FIVE ON A TREASURE ISLAND 





Enigma Variations, 1991 


Since the publication of Enid Blyton’s Five on a Treasure Island in 
1942, countless children have grown up with the exciting escapades 
of Julian, Dick, Anne, their tomboy cousin George and a dog called 
Timmy. Enigma Variations brought to life the first ever computer 
game based upon Blyton's work; evoking memories of long, 
scorching school summer holidays filled with maps, torches, 
sandwich packed lunches, exploration and adventure. 


Coming late in the golden years of adventuring, Colin Jordan used 
his clever WorldScape system to deliver a terrific game, with multi- 
character support where you could play any of the Famous Five. 
Both 8-bit and 16-bit versions had excellent graphics and a game 
crammed with a plotline faithfully capturing the spirit of the books. 








BEHIND CLOSED DOORS 


Zenobi Software, 1988 


The British have always embraced a particular comedic culture 
where bodily functions are involved. In Behind Closed Doors,the cult 
tale from maestro John Wilson, we have a terrific single room 
adventure set in the smallest room in the house. The game finds the 
Balrog, trapped in the privy after a particularly hot cat vindaloo. With 
a"burning sensation in his nether-regions” the latch is locked from 
the outside by two mischievous young Boggits and The Balrog has to 
avoid a bottom disaster and make quick his escape. 


THE PORCH. 


Green tre112.5 work covered with 
bLlischted climbing roses Proavides 
the sides of this bis porch, 
whitst the front door of the 
Cottage Lies to the north and 
the driveway to the south. You 
a150 motice @& taroe box, 


Exatis): 3.,.H. 


re ee oe pe oe 

SEE You, the tad orins and 
Sayus “Browoht your oroceries. 
Beats me why You'd want to tive 
get et ee oe ee ee = 2 ee 2 ek 
She was f& Weirdo, my boss 
TecKons - Probabiy oot murdered. 
i ee RS Oe A oP 2 oe 2 i oe Ao 
her ohost cominod to haunt me - 


More be 








AGATHA’'S FOLLY 


Zenobi Software, 1989 


The joyful writing of Linda Wright evokes memories of early 20th 
century novelists Enid Blyton and Virginia Woolf all wrapped up ina 
devilishly complicated Agatha Christie thriller. Her Agatha's Folly 
may not be as technically complex as The Beast or as challenging as 
Cloud 99, but it oozes Linda's usual exquisite attention-to-detail and 
impeccable Professional Adventure Writer polish. 


You go South. 


You stand inside a sombre looking study lined on 
all sides with many shelves. You can see an antique 
desk, and a pleasant view of the moors and back 
apden through the French windows to the West. The 
eS is Horth. 








, & 
You see Lhe BuUrlLy Figure of BULLEL—-proor 
George, Who 1s alsa being released Loday. 


GEOCJE Says: "TOU know, You and me ouGHLS 
g0 Straight From now on. I don"t mind 
Sayin” I’ve had enough o° Bein” inf Chokey. 
Tell yer wok. YoU bin good Lér me inside, 
Here *s Ehe Phone number of 3 mate oOo” mine 


DIO) Ble) MEI VAS) 


Melbourne House, 1986 


London's underworld in the sixties housed a swathe of notorious 
gangsters and organised crime groups that were somehow venerated 
into celebrity and cultural myth as the public admired the glamour 
and willingly ignored the violence. 


A life of crime and gangsters made for good text adventure fodder, 
and games such as the imaginatively titled Mafia Contract and Hit 
[see Issue 08] explored the genre from an American perspective. 
Trever Lever and Peter Jones however, both London boys, pitched 
their Dodgy Geezers classic firmly in the East End of the Big Smoke. 


In Geezers, you're a low-level hoodlum just released from prison 
after serving a three year stretch for your part in the Long Ditton 
Spaghetti Caper. Pulling together the rest of your band of merry men, 
there's one last blag in the offing that should net enough dough to 
disappear overseas to a life of exile in the Costa Brava holiday resort 
of Terrormolinos. 


Lever and Jones introduced a cast of unsavoury characters; Bullet- 
Proof George, Little Ken, Mr High-Score, Old Cracker, Tweedle, Tricks 
and Soaps - each with their own particular villanous skill. It's from 
this cast of diamond geezers that in part one of the adventure you 
must assemble your gang, whilst evading the long arm of the law. In 
part two you have to break into a bank vault and the escape with the 
loot. 


Chock-o-block full of brilliantly written London-slang and sound-a- 
like locations and a machine gunning of humour, Geezers is one of 
the best British adventures ever written. With a custom adventure 
engine, and the bonus of a fantastic theme song penned and sung by 
the authors on the flip side of the game cassette, it can't be 
recommended enough. 


29 


30 


CLIVE GIFFORD 


Salome ss anel-jalalosaat-mereyaahelonanatem cloleyaam\c-FmabK-li(-1o meter! 

Kato pkey amo}male)e)ehiat-jaye) colene-haahaaX-) e-molebiionhalem-balel 

pq olssanaatssquahalem’\ahdaMdatoma=\)\mc-vol ah ave)coleaiam Malom=r-banis 
dechaalstsmoymd aXomer-baqlsmealonbliea!mccsaomc1ce).¢-16 Ml ohimorolebaldisrss 
exolehhakem clolo).ccmmesaliur-hahdhvan\sahacsy aMehiar- Mic beK-14' mesmo} aan} al 
sa Gh =) €oe ©) al-Mo}and al-aq qkoys1 ao) colunulom-balomanahaue=saner-lm-londakey es 
was Clive Gifford. 


Gi bhi (Oa have) coMcw abel =p qelo)-Jon dom comeroyaay olbhuhale met-haal-mocolenat=t\)meymahas 
father, who showed his son the workstations that were in use at his 

ol t-Cet-mey mai \oyd.@-lal e K=t- ean con. Wng elo) quam M aloleresamal-moblonamapabliutmubnatel-sacic- hale! 
id al-yhanosaat=yqephavemhaay o}-\eigm @ieai(-M-mel-lom-sabao)l(cromudal-yaqmololdal-lar-mlelerl| 
computer user group where they learned to program in FORTRAN 
Wales s¥ats} Owes au-Mcoy-ha\-1o me) at-t gem UWA. 01,6 


ROU cya qty qqlel-yamolbh aan cia. lac-vaqlolecw-\qerc-r-lahalem-Mer-baql-Mol-yhalem-Melbhy4 
exes ake ab Coit-re olbimey Mbladt-maqkoyc-Mdat-VaM hom Mat—yqMcie-le-v4 qty qiecmm Dy <-r-Conh ab lem| 
gay qqXzyaqlel-y me r-iauhalemaqytmat-halel-moyam- tl My Cctts]0Me- Ml od atl Mar. hale A. €210l-m ol -1Ke) a= 
qahimc-Vaquihia oy d.<-roMoleha co) ar- WC.) Meomdal-esnalerbltchaaqtesia-naat-vAlaleme-lave! 
frustrating, device I think I have ever owned. The 16K RAM Pack, 

for Naki que. lol-remoyaMmdql-Me)-Kol.am-Nakomdat-mdal-vaqqt-lm@eyanhgit-)@er-baal-melio@ 


Sr baak=ssmonlonamapacr-liamene-lem@luhic-m-mnaat-lophat-halovam-lmdal-manaq(-ae eiomr-hicelen diel 
ihabi(orsialer-hanalem/\sak- Lani tome fosnalemeyamol—lqbhave me a\-m-yor-)ql-whamdalomarnconiicnac 
Wako mhamd al-mevolek-mo}mereyaahaatss couk- 1 o}colepe-b4al:wm DI-Ni(-m eles aloe 8, @ Gatos 
hoyedolbksjqX=yo ll oy} mosh alolt- bead ,(-1:\-t-8 gol aun h al hcls)-4 ekoyand al-m/ Csi me- Five) anisjal-romabnaah 
J aKeniVahate me at-Lar-it-(er-n alexmpam eo} colepe-baamel—\le palm’ \c-l-- Ws dora alomic-luer-Ve)(= 
Fhamglelonccmephiccsamdalomunaquic-laloyalsmey mj el-(-em- Naomi \coyd.@havemaal=saalo) aymoym-jecelal 
a rudimentary 8-bit computer. 











[Clive] I do remember Olsen's Death Ship [published in 1980 by 
PVNOME bd @cojmdal-M@)ailomsyos(-yalahalom@xoyaalelbic-id Me avolm@om aqblol aie iey adal-) 
for haat-molenmcormmdal-w-lohiccvalabiq-mi'sahabatemauc-r-Hut-madal-\m@er-baalom sida igi? al—) 
jabeclaebal duhave moymdal-w-jaqbleqabianate mory-lom ol-1qinalom-\ontc-yahuenq-Mer-Haql-cw- hale! 
Th aah oll cred qh able |b (-t-M al comico) (oley-\el.ew-Valom-yhaahol(cmel-Vecy-) mel cilepa mm me 1b (ets 
early games that blew me away were several early Infocom 
adventures, the classics like Zork. 


Aged 14 Clive began to write and chose games as it was the subject 
that fascinated him the most. In 1982 Michael Orwin released a series 
fo} mexoy aay o}ik- lake) amor-lcts\-14C=tsms Ko) and al-W/ 4. ¢oy Mar- baleen |\c- low Veahubalem-lolevonmd al=ts1- 
games that Gifford received his first published review. It was a big 
step into a new world. 


ROLE) MohCohaMandqtnalqdavicm/icopbltcmal-le-ttr-balaia(-t-lom-Vahanisal-ia-mm olbimdals 
Jofofeyqambam aKoyaqt-mexoyaqvelenutatemeoycoyale(—om-hamelbid(-im-halemdal-mbalonbiuataiic ts 
Joe) ol-jammebatjaqbleiabhg-vom-ValeMbbataunaatam Covenalemel-vojol(-mii(-ya-w-Lequhi-lais 

= aKexo) bh este (-rom-haleM bhi ¢-1al-le mom \'(-mi\(-1¢-m oy coley-lelhmorgeyaqkelc-om-leleyt(-moleng 
1 e- 1a foyaMoy olen amlol-\-T-menhiccyalmaqvey q-w-huccyaiaco)amuat-Vamdal-y'mye)qal-iangators 

fo [11-3 at (to Moh b(-mvomeo}bn a-le(—s 


Iso) Co) /\ah ale md a\—w/,¢<y bm @iuat(-melele-hhal=1om- Die-lelo}amey-myaWit-sat-yallohiahale mm aaley as 
adventures, specifically Mike Meineck’s Crystal Chalice of Quorom 
ho)b lo) bRJaX-roml oh miD ib bale(-royameyoyaan'c-Va-m bam hcloKs Mal-mcjPloyaqhhaccromacnadalaya 
@aaaK a Em Come ak-ler-VAhalow-baXemi\c-Woc1Ub ge) ahs\-16 mi lahda-Nameynicsaolm-masreiblt-he 

fo (=TohCet-iu—ro m= lo htc—sahubha-mece)ibbaahalskoy am Ma\-mD) ¢-looyamOl\-) a @iibl eww aat-ler-VAbalce 
He called it Ventures. 


KON) Maia colc-m-lelolbiar-Vohig-valqung-Mer-laqinalem-balema-yiat-\i'c-to md al-Mt-Ne-s18 

voy ac-van ate fmm mlontc-lomdal-mdanblomoyminnn'mes-ler-mainahalemual-melolo)maqt-hem.vale mace) 
J of-M aloyat-s-1em c-atal-\i'analem-Mejivimeymaid(- Mir hw- mene Lmer-naauhatem-lelelerulolam 
(oy b Me (<a Comte) dak- Lanford cce-Vaho mi sat-dme lol-\y amend liam mean colbletal 

foros gah e}- Nak yoy ame Me q-yer- ll md ql-M-1r-Halet-haomatyhalembamdqles\-mevolbhe)(-Molmic-y-la-MelPnt 
also a lot of titles which were slick technically for the time but 

Joly qh-yexcmt- Kel cafe md al-Me(-1¢-Vl Moy ar- la qates-j ol al-ya-Moy md al-welt- ty (om-let(cyalapigons 
from the US. 


BM aloucic-yomacosaam’\aghebavem-lelo)bimeolda\-yayel-to)e)(-Msmer-haqt-tsMm com \salubalem-loleyent 
aXe) \ mm ol-1:) i Comoros ak-aableim-salomel=\skepamer-NaqkcscM\r-toe- mcs aal-ll oyalcmm k-V.ahale ments 
(=F-To a coy aalas  da' Loyal KoyaaWcm cole! .<-10/A,€oy Ml olele).a- hale me oferbnaat-yale-vo| 
adventure systems, he learned how arrays, object tables and 

foxoy alonhakeyat-lm-ata-sauane-lo)(-tsmevolbllom el-mbr-10mcom eo) celeb le-m- a-ha blst-le)(-m-talephalce 


[Clive] Trevor's system was the first annotated and explained 
FYohtc-squauka-Mer-naat-Mutiah ale mdat-lml Me colanaqhial qt. valek-Mey lm em MM al-\oMl ol-1-14) 

exoy aku avlerahave maqhianhc-iar-lohtc-yahabiq-w olbian hale: Waic-y qtamlal-Ve)at-v4-1¢0 mit ah loyal 
structure-wise. So, it was a bit of an eye-opener. 


Gib hi {-erosahagieleuc-coM Uksjanale mio) m@anicwon/\sam-lohiccsaluueq-tm-havemejontel.d\imcelenate| 
jauhaak{-1himoyamd a\-meldal-yarcylo(-moymdal-w-1bidaleyanatem-rejer-luloyamwamdal-ecit-hameyi 
sbo}s year Me t-sahdccsaat-baMehiadal-mat-haql-mova bhaa Wn k-Waual=]lmaat-\ol-mevoyale-leiem- bale 

1 al-morosaaloyhat-hekeyamoymudal=yhame-lc-salecm eo) coiacel-\om-Mer-le-l\ia-1as io) ar-Mmolblolucsannate; 
jeoxcWaGal—yecJahhomear-Lanitcorel(omnandublc)aletm-Mer-sa\-s4-heco}ae 


[Clive] Tim got in touch with me after I had produced a few reviews 

1 Koya av icwagt-\eor-VAba\-wmn halt-) oi. \ol-0m OOM (Ml at-\o bam m@ol-\-vamabbangbnalemhalt-var-le-mioyg 
{Coy ate mmo) bial abi olbrcyhal-s-oy-Naea\-) am YANN CoyadaMmbhtc-omhamdal-Mcr-Haat-mcony aa TS 
qal-My Cla oycemhamclebaq-\'am muauhal almighiar VWia'mitacel(-mioyaaqt-lihmyemyejbnale(-ro| 
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fohbnhvomollom- hake mi'coyd(o la \(-t-hatmae-\dal-yqudat-ValMmdal-Moyc-r-Ndal(-t1cmc-(-1at-Ve(-v am Mii: Loe 
so Tim was surprised to discover I was 15. We met up and discussed 
pol haksmeoyt(-) at Wa's'(-11 a oy aXe (oy am@d quiat-y-BaqX-r- lm him aal-yqale) giay-) al/-t-Mr- Nate Me rels 
on very well. Tim was looking for writers with an interest in 
fofoyaqhoenunahe me-idal-yaudat-Hamolentr-baleGrolbimelcolenc-Vaqhaaloia-wi salem ol-idat-h emi c— 
1 aKol meres aniatalerhatem ag it-yeMo) mer-Waqt-mel—ylep a=) care Kw qi iw (oletb ime Leo) all olele) c= 
not cassette software. 


GLEN CRe-Navcre Mi\sahenatem co) am mhaamonya-lolobhavemhaljuqeleraloyar-l@or-N acme) melele).¢: 
Koy ro) Gal-sar- 1b he ato) q-mdat-lmn\(-) qm aaloyc-mhaucom oscolene-haahaabhavemdat-Nameycenalennate 
folk bah gta cond al-m c-t- lol) ar-l elo) ehamale)/ \mcomecey al-jeauleim@-baemel-1\orele\-mevelel mae (= 
ekoyahealolbiczrom- Misia aahhaleyago}colenc-Naqtsmcomall@er-lelw-balem ian \¢-1:3qmmcolomcoyale| 
lol=sKo} dom bauc-sar-lex-maqkos ge) al-ombalcom-Mabliniadtcrole(-romelblelbhial-yqmbalicsanr- lee 

| sable) bXer- hake) qksmm @yhakey com’ \c-FsmdaX-sqmoyni-s4-1o md al-mel at-Naler-mcom-lehdavosar-Nam-yahunac 
| oXofo) em VEY abate my Wal -wiUCox-) mo) mob tae D) ¢-Ye fo) aus yaaa \c-\m ole le) bh al-rom-bao)enatel 
idatomuhaa\-moymabicm WAdameyhadalel-hia 


[Clive] Interface was having a lot of early success as a book publisher 
Loyal haga \cctowcyaat-ham-yaleleledamcom olt-(er-M-1-) a(-\Mey ml efele).¢-meid-y-1(-lo Ml oh mbm anda 
bigger, more established general publishers like Virgin Books, 

IE Ng ol-y ar@ro) lbhal-w-valem Velontveoyqtad i (-11(-yimnamdal- Ol me MoM ol-manalohbatemaqhtay-lti 
s(V¢crchanale m-VaWilGuahdubave mip bAmyiuagnale mh gmc) alamo) aaler-\moy Molle mo)blelbkval— ep 
eNejel-y-bahake Moya Mmohc-m Ma! M-balemel-yialemnalt-yaal-\1'(-lol ohimdal-mel cori hale! 
dqunal.ah qe mm qt: land qX-m al-ll@comat-Vojor-yqtnale rau Mm at-\ohaWa-atc-yaley- aaa hiayW Ry c-1 bs 
yet! 


Bi atoyble) alr-M\ciss:\-5 au alepaalomaqules comhamdalomolt-hicencelenalek-oymls) ait-bhamm@lhtc— 
developed an early love affair for his Dragon 32. The machine did 
boast a good array of text adventures, and it was for the Welsh 

oxoyaqy olenc=saudat-lal atom ol-sabalqiom quicmuhaciar-loh(ccsqlabng-mololo) aha hols R Mm Orc-y-latale 
Adventures on the Dragon 32. 


Clive purposely designed his adventures using well-structured, and 
SFeKsht eon Coa Uh ake lqacie-N alo sy atc) Omm a Kom \(-salasacnadatcsandat-Nalpaat-Nanv 
oxoyaht=saaheley ct aym-lont(-) qhubhaom olele).¢:monimosac-y ahalem-lohialersmol-ytcoyalel 
jeycolepc-baahaaun ale pupnateltocebnate mel ar-Nolc-) ¢-Mohamesd-r-hUAsia’mmat-bae-lehic—m- bale 

(on dct 16 Ko} amo} ob 4A (-1-m bao) a\-m ololo) al al-m-arc-s amb aloiublen-vom-ma-baleleyaa) 

od at ba- Coit) ap at-haalcme(-saX-s4-1co)ar- lees al-mopmealcmbkiahale re 


[Clive] From submissions from amateurs to reviews of some 

je) Coy i=tK-4 Koy ah-lmcyoy au’ ¢- la - Mm NM ol-lor-haql-W-Ve)ey-he-vaimdat-Lmrcvoyaal-@- 1b id aley eMiti-i c=) 
joLbhuubate mth apaqley dom balvomd q\-Mcclodalqiier-lMolcolene-Vaquaquiake Molm-Met-laqt-mdat-bamuar-) 
for-Waqh-joltc hia o LUG home al-Woy-l-Walex-om-Nqlemnahtcvq-c1uhalemer-Vaqt-yolr-Nmdat-La@y-l-1 
OLE Nic ce =1een gee Colo) @- Mica) maihalecwacgoyaameley-naomer-haal-cw- bate matey (smd ati 

Loy VEWaYor-W aks) @- bale Mm a-\iie-Vc0 Pee r- Nm olE-Nid-y eoMel at-Hale-\p hala cole lb le\-Melal-Walor-m olb ht 
EV EoM Kot Micm colohaam ce) a-y.all@-alom eaten (-lolo(-mmsyoyqal-Mlon(-1h'm ol colene-laqkmacoyaal 
a technical perspective we encountered were let down by lame jokes, 
puzzles that were impossible or far-too-easy or perfunctory 
ioyatac-llbhate mm mdguhal q@t-veyqql-m ol-ceyolt-m lurimal-\-le(—em-Maleleler-mcom-jaleyi matey) 
1daN 31a al-v-lo(-\o mcom olbCJamdal-vaqtx-inic-\Moy aim da\-Merc-t-luhahgrar- bale mat-hee-1ehtc~ 

1 coy qh ecw alow ¢-havoloyqaWat-Vaqk-me(—1q\-ye-\o) Mich alolayom qalelelaiice) meihqeimery—) 
EAB gahoced ae-Ww- Moly qaloyqtjac-lelorameymeauhal diate maqve)q-Meig-r-enic-l\i@-lololelmi colons 
vod athe Koatcy aw hakemdal-mer-haat-m vey dtomdal-yimbalat-loyia 


From the Dragon, Clive moved over to pen Adventures for your ZX 
Spectrum, and More Adventures for Your ZX Spectrum. Clive played a 
|aXo}s\ moyme f-NaqX=ssmey alsyhaQel(-Wh cw alsa’ as qak-(orauhal-mc10 lol ale- lw aioli (elelemeveyaantrn cows 
Rigel’s Revenge and Incentive Software's Mountains of Ket. And 
whilst everyone he knew was playing The Hobbit, his aversion to 

s Koll -al-salpaalqr-nahaatcmebkonamanoy-hiaiasaahecolam-luccsaiulesa mea (-moblommatey ions e 
(acerca at-hammaat-bahian'\icsa-meatabalemcomenalomdat-lale)(oloyaanhaMeiehaebr-| Mm ham U1) 
Croucher's fantastically surreal PiMania. 


| hale Rel cso pus bai =at-\or-m alo) hler-Lekopalsm=> qor-nalel=rem-halomcslepalcyom-Wmel-baualssaciqnye) 
CFU ahd aa naked at-hae mls) c-natsyosam-nalomaX=r-lomey mm sb ae pha s{olo).¢-sEvlo)ahalls) coh) \samnce 
je) ColehbCex-meroyaahelbhuhale molele).cmxoyandal=saqmm@leA(-m\(oya.<-\om-lan’shdenhau Koy are! 

J aXoyaumuhaa\sm ham al-sh moyanke-1-oh'(-)4lole).chalem- lm io}aeloyamer-bal-le 


[Clive] In fact, overspill offices were barges moored on the canal. It 
Mecha aleret—y ghualemeyaake-m-vahiancoyaiaqt-yauar-valem- 4-1-1 -ni¢-tre) ol-1 q\-) ance) are | 
teenager from the sticks. 


ebksmoy-Naual=sacsqbyoMi aida bhaameroyquenaiel-romcomilolsealjame-bavemdal-yimel-ler-bamce 
Yo hhand al-shamoni\saMecy-sal-tMoy molele).<mhamal-watehiccvaluendswmc-hale(-m(olalome-hael-iubale| 
1d aX=mol (-Fs}s Kom sp AWE) a aleyaal-mevoyaayolbit-samdal-ms} s1@m ii hlesce)m-halemolelolucjannate| 
foxes aahaqbacsssloyalzro meld (=m ear-lmol-rer-bamcom-Naga'(-mhamd al-mhaitcsar-lel-mey sale oe 


1 a“ 


S10 Kod al: Foy fo) om Ilo (onc =) (~re1sanatanale meroyaahel-salenhe haemo) my hom aytoy iG 
adventures’ — Castles and Kingdoms for the Commodore 64. 


CLUB haat Valois M-yhac-vomdahcolbledaW-We-hamoymcibloyaqhicyloyakmacoyaqMy-banat-le\—) 
for Neato Sea ht—y ccm ean alam MgaWe-hamecoyaqyel-1aiulolak-w-halem-(o\t¢-1ae-mhamye)qal-me) i 

1d atom (-t-Vouhalemecoyaqvolenubatemoyg-cte- Lad al-melagl-mm Mal-e-ieloyaqbictyloyakcmje-laccle mele he 
FY Waa a fol.d(- Melb ig ol-vet-haql-m- wi lolole Mmm Mal-Bcie-balel-Haommic-Wal-lom-yaloveqqveleiuta- bs 
piLole MoM» qel-eim- hale Meoyamaaloya-Mdat-hame)a\-Molever-\-ylojamm mcolbnalomanhime) sal 

reli bhaak:y'Mecoreh bate maton i \maat- Kye jbl-yq-lebhalembbate(-var-Wal-aimuid(-B-Ke-Mielesaabiysley ae 


Voki ald aX=mepor-luhqimoymaal-m-\oatc-yahabhacm oyivel al-\cmcvomic-Nal-romm bbaam-halem@luhta= 

Sj ol=yahar- Mtb ae rom-baakelbnahmeymunaqi-morshale mada\-shat=y.qo\-saK-sqler-m com aar-¥.c-mdal= 

1b lob gahistsyloyahswol-14i=) ame gran ale Mm Com ol-m-l-wal-1)osabl@-lmaalssmeolsice maida! 

exo) aksje qb lei Ghi(-m K={-10l o)-\ol.qum MaX=aimoal=yemcomal-]jemntc-hanat-le\-m- lend alo)e-mel-a1(-1Ko) 6) 
idqtoyhapel=r-Kom-halomacinhalomed atom Coler-luleyamel-t1er gh eluleyalwmnalieaeleialolalpe- bate! 
Joby Atmel at-Bhaksmcom aat-¥ coma ak-vhar-LOh'(-) alabnqc\om aqvoa-Moroyalsyicic-) alar- hale mr. bee 


KOLbih <1 Col mova ey colene-haahaqt-yemecolblCohamamenqto-yec1e-Valemuat-lmelt-Ni-iacmaanle tale 
datnala@ohbuc-yq—vatdhimcomdal-iaaty-lar-tme) am alo) mco)itonimdal-viar-haaleyfegbloy bh 
bahia qv lequloyal-Meo) meroyaqvagt-valetmcomda\-m(-14c-) am M al-Mol—l-1b Lai mo) mefelere| 
EYohi(-yahabhg-Misahuh ale m mcombbatel-yecqr-halemugl-imicolpbar-lekoll-1qlec-Bhwic-bal-lom-balel 
iqat-himereyaqi-m- lame) colel(-yqqhmageyaqmontnx-ya-vahar-Vale|(- co micolbmal-\-1emielb ia 
jolby4AC-w- hale me)lColaahalemcomr-l.c-mdqhicmnaicom-(eecolenaiar-lalemel-mil-yalel(-miisat-yal 
1d aY=y' ere h ae 


si aX=aiar-Cereroyaahaaloler-lc-romdal-mic-tjane-bale(-mo)maahkergescw-aic-Nit-le)(-Molamdal-m ss@nancial 
sqatchd.¢-10l ohiany c-H aly olossshale md al-moroleK-m- ler cest-md atomic aLolbr-mco}aaqt- lected avo)ele sal 
in some cases elements had to be rewritten. Clive took a loathing to 
(@xoyaahaakeleloyc-mcm oy-baukerblt-hale)c-haloMeym sy .tsy i Om olUhan ic: FM-NAUc hime) el-samce 
1Uhal.ccyahale Mm \ahdaMmeatcmC-hcorjanaqhkonco}cmear-Lalauhaneatcmaat-ha.¢-1 em ahd aC ator: ht 
qakoytahale Meoay(olt-mo)m hala dole hbloiakoyau- bale Me) e}:\o)(=1\o1-) alex-mo}meroy aah olent-sacmhameal= 
WRT ST OFMah ami \c-kowe- mo (=1bKer-huom o)-1C-Nalex-mcoke (-reske(-m\sanlol amelt-lekelaaatsmiieleice 
receive any coverage. 


ROT A CR gma gtahake mom orale thom id qiiel a agt-Volahat-cmicolelioMel-e. mania bate 
1daV-yqmuatabate mom or-\el @ojbi ame (-leil-vtoyal-Mohimer-inaialemcokenahomiishdaMdal-mal-ay 
sqatclelauhat-mm mdaunal.aaiidql- ial at-lwel-\-yamcoycecolac-yam-lololehmdar-hmabaqtm (ir CM Le Rs 
qXoyi\me |b Ced datmdabbatet-m/-ic-maalonianave MmuAG'c Lmdalom AA CoM (1 aer-llmcom alan 
havo Mob ah oy aro h(oie-Vo) (mney qat- ll Moxey ar. le (-Meve)aquey-an(-t-More bilo Moxey qahel-1c maid al 
giant corporations — at least for a short spell. New computers were 
Joyahavephale mbbom-x-\-1qqunaleihim@—atc-yatmaateyaudalr- tom \c-lm@-Fom el-yahelat-ve-lemidahlolal 

oy coyaahhy-re Mvom-Loloha-it-- Mic ViahalemhaM- Moy q-a'alolb lw aat-(elahial-muat-laaqiiesans 
joxesssylelaimagh-¥.¢-M igs qaleya-Moy mr. Meveyqic-yale(-var-hada(-Mcejome-le)(-ma em A aldamdal-mC-le 
oliai'(T-yamevoyaayol(ciahalem-Waqt-ValbiYorghola@- bale Mec olbloliter-iuleyaMel-nalemaqibliale) (= 
qaloyaudat-Mmtgolb mexoleiCom—1qXomenomeoyblolntjquhatem.Melole) miorm-Meroyaqieleic-iadat- laa c-.s 
already yesterday's news. 


A ibbaaMsucie- hab lcw- hale mero) abal=(e1eloyalsw\i-y4-m<10 lol and at-Lal al-moyat-9 aly e)el=t-Na-1e minal 

id atom bahec) ar. leroy nalex-tom ahd a- 0) 4-ted oygelenb leialoyamaalelet-1mo)m- mali) imaat-\olabnat-e 
VWs aXsyqMndaXowaaaksjue-(oM @l1@rlor-m-Naaht(-1o Mm @LUhic-iq-r-lbk\-1o md ar- Lash moxe) bike ml el-moyal= 
oy md al=weqalo)-jur-baxoyqor-le)(-m-halomonbhe-lel(-maleyaql=mevo)aahelbnt-sasm Com d-t-lelamdal= 
1qqh-ba.¢=} Gal Kom =y ql op a-lerclo mat hamsleler-hatcmaar-\ol auhal-r- bale ol-sqhal-lom- Mm elolo).mdar-ht 
s Yo) bike il ol-Yore) qal-moyal-mey maha gales] ako) alolataa=yaat-saalel-34-10 Maw Ml al-w xyale-lel (= 
Adventure Creator, published in 1985. 


ROUEN (=) Bid Wah gale Fs}. <lo coy aad al-Maid(-m oy ml ya lr-Lol(-) mcom-xeybnale@-Minadl-maahaieler-li 
Wale mr Vahe-ty'col ul comm md—yqqt-yaqlol-y amcy-t-ylatemual-m/Wejcemojam-lam-llelphaameeh(aioyg 
Wa V atta bo AOl-M oh ¢-1 aVol am oh cole mqolel aMoy-Valom-Nalemel.ehate mia 


Pentacle was designed to allow authors to create games without the 
need to write their own programs. It was written in BASIC, and 
specifically designed to be as accessible as possible. It was a simple 
yale phalomed at-hmexolb ikem ol-Merbeivoyaqhic(-1omohim=yalt-sanalem-Monnnk-sa-yahar-loktc-s algunas 
data set for locations, objects, monsters and messages. 


[Clive] [...] There were increasingly sophisticated commercial 
Jou ay/ ie Wd-w- Lehi qhabia-Merg-t-ltoy ecMel—yhale Meygelbleiaimelb lame aa\-Koy mi dalled al 
1c=Xo |b ung -lo M- Ml Col Moyml a qkoyi'il-role(-- bale -ako) ami com bl -mE-lom- Ml oJ. Us} LOM oy colene-taal 
LURLah ae mi 'c Tow al-yi(cy ale foyhalemvomevorsahel-ic-m shea Me at-yaqm ake) mic. tm lm@el-\ylepal-co mom 
chm h anti g-t1 (lo mag loyg-miame(—aunalemel—reje)(-m/dalomelt-yt(-rom-Lok(—y age bat mhaice) 
1dquhqliahatem-lololbhmerd-r-Luhalemudat-yn@e)i'sa Ma —eic-lel (mirc beyhagye) (om tale malelMicci ats 
r=1K=TeF- Valea olbh@Nm@oyaK-yq-loM-MC him ce) mello) e)(-Mantdalomol-idal-Vem ict 
fexoyaualel-rahmaitaldamoycolene-vaquaqhnatemmcome(-1mbhom-halemaunahqinale ml a-laqe)i 
deliberately using BASIC at the time was that listings felt transparent; 
icy-Lol-yecmerol ike molPlimmtolenameycoleng-haaW-Ne}-Paembly Ml (-1qql-valecmna md al-ybmey teal 

fog aloyakm-lalemer-Wnamdat-imenate(-ye-1e-Haloh bate mm Manimi\cKw- Moy lemer-Vaqe) mb haa is 
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FOR YOUR 


/ AMSTRAD 


By Tim Hartnell 
and Clive Gifford 





[Above] Mysterious Adventures for your Amstrad explored hybrid 
Cop qar-lohtcrquabnacrmohvampaghel(craqtqsalenalemonhac-yq-yahqer-haatcmaal=1el at-hahlece 


jel Eh atsw Key al olofo).¢-weam Com (<1 ol-reje](-mia mm Malo qqt-ham-WhgaW (ic. tm Comes qr 1c 
Yohaat=idquiate mu at-\ur-liceyii-vem ol-ceyel(-mcomelojelble-ic-meat-h mon isam-Vontc-Tahabna=) 
forcHaqtorMi ald aly oly c-Yoyat-lub-{-vo M—(-yaal—yahecwmed ar-ll(-yqle(--e- hale m ley yAloce 


I ed=yale- Lol (- mai f-tows ako) ae (-1-she pat-re mcom ey celoheler-mer-haal-cmaat-hmeolellomahc-1ay Mal 
@Lri oy a €7.\ Ome) me) copialel-m-1ehdaloy acm laid ale-Waal-r-8alsMo}mesd-r-lahale meroyaahaat=scert-ll 
fopg-Kol=m-Konicqsqhquea=s-Mm aan’ \e- lowe l-scslepal-lomcomol-w-hamsanaqetolbleialojamnalvomdal= 

(oko) ahs1u qb koi sKo} aun aloe) qelercisi\-1;Meymr-hal-lohiccsquue nace -salesha\onm Maom-r-Fyi mice 
[obakeKosacje-halo mae haatcacey daar tow- We -(o1=) 0) ¢-\el (=m ko) ae iyaull-mhaat-Vephat-luleyabe- have! 
sibhaame- bale M@leat(omi\(-)coM .¢-\-sqmoham op coyaalelehale me al-miel-1-Molm-lohtc-)qlauea-mer-baaks 
creation for everyone. 


[Clive] Graeme [Yeandle]'s The Quiil [...] was a big deal especially its 
version on the Spectrum. My inspiration for Pentacle came froma 

=v al MoymOh Moves aqhelbhunate m-haalel(-t-pmoyal-M ey'al.(-y al .<-\-\o me- Valo. mi-\ meld a=) ce 

1d al-- hond ghey ecm qt: haal-tcM-\Yor-}ol-Waql- Mos aMerd-y-1ahqle mer-Naql-tmag-Haat-\ ied eee Rm icoil| 
FY cy} oy aml Koyaqt-mhalmd al-maheiamolf-Lor-w- hale mdal-meolcolenc-Vaqhaauhqle matol(-\-Mio 
Death Ship. 


1,@=X=) oy hale ai-y al e- Lol (cms) aXe) a umrsyhaqye)(-me-halem-hake)aor-lel(-m(daX-m elelo) a ccie-Nil-\om-1e 
just £2.99) made it a pocket money purchase and as cheap to buy asa 


lo) b Kole (-1mer-haak-mney aqat-bahimolablloha-sam 


As a demonstration of the system, and to give readers even more 
ibqksjoyha-lekoyau-nalomnts-lubK-mioyanaako) aly mm G@luatc-mnatellblel-omanemaclinvmitceyd.ahate| 
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joycoptaCohbatemimntectwn(-lGyeollolar-re mmm mi 'Coybl Com at-\c-Mal colo mCom-\-\-B- Behm gate) c=) 
(exon gah aqt=s qeat-lmer-baqt-sMu'dalod aenalediblo(-romaatblnuhel(-m-(-raql-yqiece-je lel ae- Lee! 

fo ne-yo) qhkom gat-VA-m requ loam \ahdauiau Moygcleloyaqunat-laldaim cy aar-loht(-valaengmm maa! 
sure they arrived after I departed the scene. 


PN Mo) im @) bat com ololo) .¢-mso] (em =>.aue-loyenhat-al\iany's-] lem UE-Nahiacve)te Me)'s-) ato] 0 01010) 
copies and a rare few managed sales over 100,000. It wasa 
1@zyaat-bd.¢-le)(om-Korauloai(cyqakssqhee co) ar- Ma \sahtsy aiallm- Lace lol alr-Mice)enalem-le(-mm Mal= 
royalties helped fund his years through university, support his 
ieNaqbaytgur- bale Mun at-Nalercvomci-at¢-ye-l@-loA-salabha-Molm abicMen\sqMmackiccllenale mice 
qak-bahia=y.co)ecom o)t-\er--e- hele bale meal-mi'co)dce pun aleliecel-\o Ml at-Fic-samkcit-halee 

| Koi br-Vo ley ar-halemer-Ney-baM'\shdalabnaame)elenave mcomol—m cr-Nlomiar-M-lohie-haler--wme-hdal=y¢ 
than more lucrative royalties, the reward for such success wasn't as 
fon gar-hupabak-baXesk-lUhvar-lwimecelei cell at-hic-m ol-(-) aba Malco acm ic-Kom- Nani hiacw me akolelesale 
that his talents could have produced several very successful 
foxoyaahaaX=yqest-lm-Vent(-sahabncomer-haql=sMo) mM abisme))\sqe 


[Clive] I very nearly did. I was asked to develop an idea of mine — The 
Dionysius Files — by a well-known software house. They paid fora 
Vim aq Koy ahdqt-Moymlol-y- lyme (-vaalor-w-valomellormelbil(otnalemmam'r-tmahele(-miolmial= 

Luh gatommcolbl(oll at-nic-Meroyaql-W- low Mer-Kt1-14 0m gl (ole nt Moy meosamaatbliugel(-miteyejey(-1 
EWalom tcc Emoyqcroloyaqhhat-Raldatay-1aena may com-lic-igat-lahale mi oy d(olMeameold-i-vaimet- hig 

| Ko} aXeKoyavmr-leolen'(-m- hale el-l(o)/ men cob tate mmnaleinblobbatemdql-mesqlot-1mit- lake) ahs 
FVoy-waleloyal-\omojamdal-m meyateloyam@palel-scengolphalemm-nalomnal-haker(-yalmes<-1-) q@oilgtee 
1-1 Cot MeL OMG al) omic Low gah @ tale Moym- halon (-vqim@@ia-1-) q@ccr-lakqiar-valemaahiadavellolentg 
UCorale mi Yanda agt-Vahime co) el-e-valem-ljol-leit- Roy ml Moy qleloyae-balemitw o\-Lim-valel 
present. The funniest thing is that it had elements of gods hidden in 
ole Wha Messe saumm bau qatole(-yeql oy ale (ora satel aM isqt-yqMm me c-r-lomN (-vIMer-Wnagt-Valks 
American Gods, decades later, thought, “aha, that's what I was trying 
Come (ols ialy o)t-\or-\- Maem olphmoleyialoleriatmatesi'sal-yq-Wal-r-ba-FmC-ll@- bw Ubmerhiagt- hae 


ID) (oy ahi 4-11 5 Em Colo) ao) a=) o} kom ogo) ole) auto) alsyr-bavem@vuhi(-mall(-\omahi(ow a) 
aXe) (=) ofolo) emai alm elev 4Al—\-m- halo lo lbw aak-hejesnalemeleiar- Mrolebaal-aymeat-hasat-lo! 
jaquoluayo)(<m oy-hd ab-ymr-haMoatc-sqedat-halephalem ohgele-\ereyahh:jom-halom-nal(=r-Fjmd an goi= 
ohhucayq=yqharayale bb ate tM ate aXoyaat-le(-mcom hahiolerolaammdal-molt-hic-sanniceleiiem-ltxo) 
lac hdmi combats) e-\o1 an) \ahd alm ol ahts-scer-lmr-bac=yr-Vouecmnaleliblol=vom/\eid ald atom el-lol.e-le(= 
Walemr-haur-(everosaaher-Bahiahatem elele).e 


[Clive] The software house were Keen on my direction but I just 
rexoy bi (ohaMmmeroyaqloyhaK-mdal-Maai(-yalyA Mi ord @imal-—rel-romialdamaqhmblalitc-yeviqis 
fo (-Tencay-mvomak-lomcom-Ver-Valelolam iam. Wenc-r-lm-Jat-haa\-MmOxal-Moymdql-mi-\mqclenq ecw 
Jat \i(cmacoyaadat-hamanagtey 


Interestingly, in a gap year before university Clive also founded and 
fo) ol=sag-Nuaro m-Mssaak-limerey aq oy-Nahimer-baal-tsmoroy aay ey-hahvmer-li(-1o Mm Vbs. com -s UNC ome ake 
¢chalehae hal oy-ba-l0C-] com anicmolelo).aaiisghenatemi\sieam-Waal-y alo mmcvorolamn ahaler-valan sale 
sTVc-kour- ea qk- Kola bbak-mecolel=m o}golena-haahaal=y ani\salom oyqolelbler-om-saalololdam-nalomictit 
arcade games for the ZX81 computer. One game was Space Caves, a 
| DX=} =) aYo (=) aol cos aloud at- ham at- (emo) 0M-(os ¢-(-3 ale) m-ho) Gar-yon co) lbhale m-leiu loyal 

fekoy aah o} coti-16 mh ahcom-hal-licolehavebbatedatacsaqt- lim e4,@sp 


[Clive] [...] Scott really was that good. [...] I helped shape the games a 
Joyhud oy bhupbat-y(-)-lo Moym-y-llblalemdal-1qamcom-Met-Vaql-1-meco)aqhey-bahiamc-Me(-redlel-yom ce) 
Koy gqaMmoleh ame) \saMe-jol—iqiar- Bios auenat-monbioliteruunqlem-haleme-l.analemolbiar-lohi(-yaecmnal 
1d aKow atcha loyat-lmeroyqqhelbiahale mol qot-w-valomadal-yamd-r-lity-re mim at-lom com olocie 

joy-Ked ¢-le(-w-nalom-Lercvolb balan coy a qiehalole-vol-Moymer-laql-t-Mer-Ki1-1at-Mey ge (-3 comm Aig 

Luh gel oKrwa hold al—y amtic- Loud alow =v Lm aX-y com q\-1a-yar- Cotabato m-tMoyaalet-maqt-bal-\e(-y am (- 
joy coley- Le) har} alole ico ml gt: \i-m ye) (6 Mey o)- [orm Or-h'(-.-m (ol. mo) ge) ol-1 mere) aqie)- Nahi meamslocol at 
gat yim ak: \tcom qat-Vo(-Maaleyc-M gale) al-\'Maam olULGLUnn'r-tMend-y-1@-0.4 o\-val-yaler-n 


| hale =16 €o}s) 01 -(o1 om OL UAtcomr- bales shaq har- lM hahe-)oc-\oc-m able) bKer-haloyaksmaat-lolom-bal 
shaqhaatcr-JUng-1e)(mereyahegielonakosamcomaleyaa\-mevosaahelehenalem-bavem=r-baQis 

ale (<roler-haq\=tseam Maloun aha bane l=) qler-modat-bale(-romdal-mbar(-\cmoymaat-Rahtmicelenate rst) 45 
Falemhatsj oyba-ro md al=yqqM com olen e1e—m-Mer-N d-\-s aco) aun ahc—) dl ham C-rel ah alelrole ata 

SM ahcolores alolonmd atom helclO\-M wk-bauaX-]lmexolahuhalel-romcomeleliameal-melolbhalel-bak-Meyi 
pg elssahaaKssaue-lmclovaatc-NdoMe whom=p.q0]Koh aslo mer g-t-Labatem-laubelest-l@halc-libre(-saler- 
ales o}qoler-ronbha-Nimtmel-sakssa-Nusrom-lohic-salabnd-t;Moy aime alm @xoyaqhaaloleko)q-mol mayo) e) (=) 
II, and the later IBM PC computers. Tragically, after returning to 
Australia, his life was cut short in 1991 due to cancer. 


COLb A (<) 0 Mem We ag Vitwavhagtcomdall-ot-hiam haqWiicKom-Vam-Vaqt-VAbalem ol-) cco) a Ma-1 alg 
hance] (be (-yauar-nale Medar-Val:yqqt-1u (ome  (-Woy-Lol.¢-lom- Mlolmnahtomall-eJaloyam@enicy 
havelablothalemol-yhate mW MAY Mb al-\i'cxq-y-lol-yauhaWaUercia lhe Mmel-1ie)¢-M al-Ke moves ga\-m Ko) 

1 oy aXe (ova lad al-m-vale Moya’ q\-m bo VA0 mm a\-m-yhalegele-Vanimaqvelimbatjoynabatemdatbatey 
about Tim was his multi-faceted interests. He wasn't just a home 
computer obsessive, he was fascinated by history, by media, the 
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future, current affairs and music. As a teenager, it was like having a 
bi ol< dad @ avon ii(=lolor-r-Lelt-w-valemnatjoybahalemello(-1ale)coldal—iamsyo}aql-Koy maahimt- RCo 
Nae Mate icm ha bact-Cw- Aichi magovaamecoyagyolehubatem(\(cya-BcJar-el-veMeoyimathaaMi ables 
aVicmial-a) ewes amecoyqaleyenuhatve mi \c-1¢-Maholer-l\abandiel-yqhut- lem hiabalc-iq-\i@eha md al) 
sa=\(o MoK-vahahic-lhrmontanavel(-lom'\dal—yaal-mqatonté-roMol-Vol mcom Ub lu elit mhaM he lcrom 
As(<Mh d=) ol aha im colb lol ale- Valo Im’ 'c-l-vom-y-\om-h ale MJ qvolel aco al-)-) moym ani-Meol-)-10 9am pam 
He was only 40. Such a shame. 


Oi bat (MOahaveycomcie-balelsw- lo) al-molmsyghe-bhamcmaalojmonanlepec-m-nalome-l(-yahtcrel 
NU LG aXe) gcMmm haMabAcweassaat-ha.¢-1e](-Muhicw- bale mer-ba-\-sar- lem oleheat-leliar-nalom isahtcye 
laX=mcw- ONG ale) d=re ms aaleya-me at- bau ko] 0 Mel abi(ohd-saMcMolele).ccmnalellbronhalemsac-msl—y alloy acy 
s Yamba aX =) oy ime alm acoh'c-lustoles (14) an (ole hake ml 4-10) 0](-8- sll). al a yA-mn Conie-1| 
SYolesK=1q'enavosaahbar- 1-16 m Obi mo) al Manl-m\i\(oydtom-balem @rolo) Mi K-rel abale)lolenimiidanvoral 

s Yo) ald aX=meyos Kolo) Milohe-hatay.\csjolerr- lu loyal babies aqat-laloallsiolo) aN) \t-140 Mee BkS 
book, The Colours of History, won the Blue Peter Book Awards’ Best 
Book With Facts. 


[Clive] Winning the Royal Society Young People’s Book Prize was an 
fo) ohiaTol bh ler-Va-t-sdMabiesalured ahem lr iced qhialem MOleL@Mel-reye)(-Mal(-mnge-Hac-) ae Kianate 
to listen to me speak at the Hay Festival was probably the most 
surreal. Last year's Blue Peter award on live TV was great. I've been 
[bled aim -yalopele sauce) @- Nir heokmcoMat-\-Mevoyaal-miolmaqh'melele) ce -\i vat mic matt ee 
They're serious morale boosters and help convince you that you are 
soya ahatem-lroyaleméal-wateiqum@etal-cy 


le Kamcw alo) \ma\oya.ahale moyal-W al-\\mc\-) 6-1 Mo} mere) aay elbhuhale molele).ccmiosaniit-htat-baloe 
due for release in late 2020. With the children of the PlayStation 4 
Walemm.doloy al @saX-me l=) al-s¢-lekoyabmd al-molar-lll-sake(-sm co) aer-sauhalemico)enalem el-re)e)i= 
ibaiomdal-m\coyd(emoymereyqahelbianatemat-t-mol at-nale(-vomenc-haqt-helerliara 


KOUU Nt) Il aV=yt ah c= meres cab qat-yahe-Val-Moyal qlo)i'meroy aq iol bleh ale m'\(ey d.¢-#-l-Me) 0) eles-\-\e 
Cod al-M) ol -lei hu Kowmy 0} ¢- loin lor. meg bilel-\-w- Hale molgolenc-VaqMutjunatet-moy md a\-m oy. lum 

ro oy aM m=» qol-lou md al-vaqM com al-Ai(-maqublelamoym-laWlagle}-Colmejbirilel-Koymdal-m-1el alele)| 
Udo} e- Vai mi von elm alo) alc] Mame at-1a-M aleve al-Micoyd(oMat-tmolat-bale(-ro Mm bam Iu Keler- Nia) 

| .aKo Kyun himdaX-y'ay oy cole ng- Naame) mecele(-mual-vaqty-1ai(-t-Mn-y ale mComelo wom baWi¢-) a1 Ml y—) ae 
sigKeyavol htm -vahia coy ahaat—iqie-M-ye Kel ale. tmslorg-\celqmoym allele dhiam M-vaniaimedal-vaamelene 

| ao) ol=md alate (1m Kom agiitom ahd ale) cole) (-yaql-mey mony. loyluhyta-baleme)cole)](-yaqhme) | 
joycolene-haahgahatemicolen anc Nim colebavom-MMic1U—1qaM@cMenqahicclom q-\ye]b i qe we hmer tal 

(1 qKexoy bhg-lo(-mefololemeoycolene-haahaqunate mmOlnuhgat-iX-]hiqme q(-M elolo).<cm image) (-Mey- lel aia) 
1d qX-w hololOh- Mb Ry-ro Md al-mer-Waqh-s-md al-y'mecoyaur-Wnal-re M- Fwd) au loll-\-m Ko) mevoyahi(-yianalel 

1 aXe) i'l oY .Us} L@w- hale Md al-mateyaqk-mecoy aq olbic-y c-Miac-hameyamevobl(oMel—wal-heal-t\-10M oh's 
jello) elCmitdakomon(ohamedahal q@oymmd al-yaqhy-]At(-\-w- lowe) cole ne-Naqhaal=y Mo Men c-y- ICs) 
idaQ-yh oy! \aaMer-haal-tymoycolene-haat-w-bale mena lene loin 


Clive maintains an extensive homepage at www.clivegifford.co.uk 
dat-hemereyahe-Whalsw-Wn\(-r-lidamoymlopKolepe-\eolanler-lm-balemolsal-sanhabceyaaat-leleyabe- balou 
on Twitter @CliveWrites. 





DESERT ISLAND DUNGEONS 


Gi bh (-M@shaxey com ionaahelcmbalcomd alomehi-) oler-lar-halem-tyor-} old al-mo16 aol .¢-) alm d=13\-t-9 Col aM etstse1| 
SS Interface. Now marooned on a deserted island, he has just five text 
adventures to help retain his sanity. 


Ao) 4 a aU -Waals10¢-\om Os 16) 

IN Co) ar- ore) aha ce)'-s 4-3-1 mel ale) (e-ms msnaat-Kephatcmo)bias Momel.<-mcomq-iqbeaamcomha@-baXeMc\-\-m avo) ain -(-1t:m colet- hia. tcwc- 0 ar-\om me cver-1k ean 
lat-Xe Me (ofelo ma ahis:ii=) aire aaloss) eo) aX=) alome(-\s1or ay ola losatcwmalssalont-yalmoleh4AC-1-mhamelt-\er-ce-bave molalarmeng-Koher-linimaaitor-Ki-10 md al 
story to the player. 


2. Madness and the Minotaur (Dragon 32, TRS-80) 
| ro} and aoe alos<it- lhe pt. Mame Aan’|\¢-Fmnd aloe ac an dor eG haalom-Lohtcqsahaeba-m am elt-hi(-lom-bavem-sayley'c-om-lidqlolelesamimerolbicomol-mesabnc-lm-balel 
pi Lolb =1- aalsre mComonlom- Mnhud(-mcolomeyat=sa Kol anaahiatl.cnate mm huswrolom colo)aat-mi\c-sa-m-salelele samen =» qelleycse 


3. The Pawn (Sinclair QL) 

|MoMel-1qb colebate md a\-mc-> adroyal\iacjehelelt-1ekopatcmonimursnavem aco) omelt-(e(ei(--mepakephat-1@@)@m(-) ¢-sko} ame Clololemer-haq\-mmoyailar-nant 
joy-baci=) are Kon/\cremtcolemcome)l(-hiar-haelehalemi\sidamtcolonanc-> aunhahelbnasaalosa-mual-haleaaves-1 em bh alom(colommeal-m o)ae)-)ol-(el meme l-snavem-| 
@) FE-Yo r-hhabmoyaur- Me (=ts\-saapkcjt-balomeoyar-Bahtaulsalssqomolts\owml (ot-Aicstcw al our- i ovhae LOKor-Kshy A 


4. Amnesia (PC) 

S} ab Kel ovale meKot\osampacir- hale my \cololtemqatcr-bamnico)b Mem oycelor-le)\imatom Coyalel-)anqqbnakem alo\i\mhanc.l.<-1cm-Nam-ler-mcome(-imdabaolbleral 
essa e-bhalmoy-Natcmey md abicw-Voh(ccsalabndomolehandar-haantcolellom-iellmicr-hicomicolemenaal-mCom-sa)(0))auM aloyaal-l-mDicel aMcmacelamisghehalem-natel 
(o K=t-You gh o] ako) aksm- halo m com o)(-hia- lm aqkelol=)aqmay\c-11hmhers1O)-) Mm Noa) am Coy deal el-Ksiclemer-Naalse 


5. Planetfall (Amstrad CPC) 
NAVE TS (s3aqh oltclo Micon ua’ molehme)al-mey md alomals\/\al oy q={-10 Mo) msl ae-lOAt(-s quan dots) ast icy ol lem ole has at-hic-Me) 0) (=16 Mike) and ab ismell-\st-slom- kw ht 
Yoel Co Mol-mhahtssq-s:1an ale m Comc\-\-m alo)! \amr-WK=a'\) me (=xer-lol=t:o) alm Mo ma -r-Koummcomel-r-b ae) e Ml al (oh'ce Maem Gal-mer-aql-Mw ce) elelmsiel-).¢lel.¢ 





| ro) aa qt: eu. Qs) ol-ein ab haam-balem Grey aabaaleleley comer) 
Publisher: Palace Virgin Gold Software 

| DY=\(<)(o) of) aa Malou ae-baqhul- bam @xe) geleye-hu loyal 
Release Date: December 1984 





VALKYRIE 17 


A series of mysterious and frantic answerphone messages, a dossier of 
Co} o-{-1en ¢-10 OND =) eo} ah ahecw-n ate Maal=3aalol-pe-halem-mengelehemeym\(-VAl-mer-llunate| 
themselves Valkyrie 17 building a new vergeltungswaffen to resurrect 
the Fourth Reich. The Classic Adventurer recruits MI6 operative Tony 
Barber and whispers in his ear, “The Red Kipper Flies at Midnight." 


soy ahimst-b4el-al (=) i arsfol alololm- La Kom-halomolbhacibl-tom-baur-] 0) e)a-iahulex-tJ ahi ol. boar-| 
telephone service engineer. He moved between jobs over the next 
few years, changing from telephone systems to an eventual job 

Joy atalonbave mo) alecorero)ohtahale Mona NitcMe whim UNK-modat-haver(-(o Ma’ \\dql-sale- a ak-sake mre) (ol 
jabhqalqukswuha-iqecoyaqyolont-sam- Mid ahicomoynatel(-biay.€c10m-balomal-m1e-hacslomcom-say [enya 
joycoleng-baahaanhatemakeyaa\—maahlences-w-l-w-m alelelenys 


He had always talked about technology with colleagues, and several 


of his work friends discussed having access to a text adventure 
Jey olen g- baa oyames aXe) im al-Mero)goleye- Nemo) d.c:1¢-1eko) alsmer-li (160 DAA wh ihe 
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REY=) (oy ''4 MsYoyaal-moyind alom-laaalessje)al- are 
FWakswiiicu gol akeyaXomaak-rtct- le (tom olonicebnatemudal— 
tense start of Valkyrie 17. 





Tt Tee K=) | Koy als] l(ovan Dy-haqhapmaur: 
(o} aXsme) md alo ls\=0s oaks lod abhaistcwe ole).¢ 


Heinrich is still alive. I've just seen him. 
Wael acchkolatsyaaubll (cya ofey-hacbhatomm Malcis)t-8 are) 

Ih akeht- Wm aaMecoybatem com co)lCoyimdal-saqte iatc-Maat-Vat-(o(-tomcole(-1 

Wer lolhal- bale men Gal-aimacme-Nicjhalemaalcmer-halegolt-bal.qm micome oye 

to go. Valkyrie 17 is still active. I repeat. Valkyrie 


iW el0 ll Lele hicoan Moxey ale-\olmnicolum-\er-hhaMmst-Naatomenaats 
tomorrow. 99 


66 I'm at the Glitz Hotel, Reichsmuller is here. 
\VVsabCelaWaatst-Vatcmdat-Udls(-shavelelaMlwals7-¥\ (Chal Malom ncare. 

1G he) ol =) ae eK Nee UB Kobah led ahem Colsrmeroyale-toimniall 
KoKevahenatam anh aaksy=]baley' md alin ico) ce lows Malcom ac o1e Ml Gh e) ely 
Flies At Midnight. Valkyrie 17 is critical. I repeat. 
Valkyrie 17 is ... 99 


sparked Tony's interest in the genre, and he upgraded the ZX80 toa 
VM €sHl- wake ole) bles ahmy-a'4-3 ¢-1 Move) aah aaX=sceuk- 1 ohcolene-baakmhavelielobbatemstoar-yalaia= 
C, The Ship of Doom, written by Charles Cecil. His early attempts at 
joycolene-baahaqbhalem/\(-sq-muabnhoael em-balem al-myo)(oM\-a'(-1¢-lmer-haalom cod Mak-ms)ObRK=y4 
IWbKes coms) ako) oMoyamelaccr-Lear-baamahleslaM.cor-Lombalosaleloyammslebai-) m@at-lemcie-Hac-rel 
[UhK=wr- Four exo) aqy olonU=saxer-baak=ma-ie- i= aml olb hal oa- baled al-romelehmbaicomojolelitsiahbate 
software, including text adventures Buffer Adventure and Mysterious 
Playground. 


ihe i\c- Fer 1s DO Rsiae- alo) oloniamr- balou Moyahimaqt-(ol-m-hambaneq-velbl-yahqyolelebalemey marco) 
coy qaabkcwer-baal-\cmd ah celeces aime ak-msyaat-ll MJ alo) omes)bbeK-) al ar-\om-mc\-1(-(e1g lo} ame) 

oxoy aah oleuanatem clolo).¢-mnam-jcolel.a-halomeoyal-mand(-mor-10lelalam Meyahiacm-a¢-eem La E- FS 
Trevor Tom's ZX81 Pocket Book. Included inside was Trevor's code 
Ko) ar- a= bEst- Le) (ow-Vohtc-yquabhg-Mesdcr-huleyamcy\s1u-saam-balem- move) aay e)(=10- 

(Corer bhaat=yahe-rom-Keatc-yahqundomer-lil-1omw Malm Orlai@ 04-108 


Koya ytd TN md a\-Wy4.¢o) le olel.<- 1am (ole) nad al-w) ako) oH ale m intel .<-lomdghcelele lami 
FNato Mr \ im hda\-w-Haulel(-oyaW@aley/ mde) Merd-r-lc-miolphmenaam-(ehd-yalabiq-mm (en ual 
fofolmhar- hate molthig-com\ahdaMimeyamaqhiay.Coim- hale Mi \acoli-- My qat-llmc lO coley aa} 

Yo hai quaeha-mm (@paler-wlMeolmdal-Wal-y) ay 4. @syol-leiuqbhaa Mal mac. alsyiciec-vomda\-WA.Co} 
exole (Mico hid p-bale Me fom imiom ield.a 


soy ahimebtem-Mbhad(-ma-s\-y-baelale-halomcolebale meat. lal a ahheje\spmdat-moble)bhjal-)areymadal= 
in cy} (oy ad Kos aale-m olele). om at-Vomr-1 trom aqtoyi(-romhalcomer-haal-cm olololntjahhale mea K= 
noticed that Phipps had specifically released several games based 
upon the very same adventure system used for The City of Alzan. He 
purchased Mike Farley's Knight's Quest — publicised as using the 
system - so he could evaluate a commercial version and investigate 
id alombnalekcyahvahale mexolol—n 


[Tony] I got Knights Quest because it was by Phipps and hacked into 
it to see what made it tick. I saw it was the same as the ZX81 code 
s/Yahd aly 0) nh @eyes q=i-1 ame ne-yo) qh ler mm manojel-vomdal-Menc-Vo) able mcolplalal-Moleha@-havomolb le 
1daXzyqqWbaucom qahiar-\ehi(-yqhabla-McytAii-)qqMloy-b\-10 Mo) aMdal-W/A.€oN Movoto (<8 


Boy ahia-we10 ba colosaae-\enic-s ahabba=myic-mebbKel.dhimUholor-lccrom\aheamdalcmalown\g 
(op g-he) ab Kersm colehahal=sce- hale Ml alsmaalolonhnl-romdql-mayatsy l@merolel-molm alisms)el-yeiuabnaal 
yale shalom ohimereyahtc-saenatemci-a1(<) ¢-lmoymGak=m or-Necshalem colehahal=scmhalhom r-Tit 
qqh-Xod abn a\-mecelol—wm we K-mer-l iro mG ako -arg—salabk-lmer-naq-mhy(-lelems\onc—yelas lace 


[Tony] There were no influences, and it was about travelling by boat 
Koe-VaWrjtValom-Valomdalcvamaciabiaqtnatem \shdaMaq-\-\ibiq-mcom-VamOsavelt-mmanl meals 
remember much about it now except it was just a test adventure to 
fo(maahtm-ronhanate my teatyaqMiiold.anatem 


|e Kom of Kod ¢-Ke tao mdal=mer-baal-mblom-halomc\-7qlaniann alton odahhe)elcmcom\-(-mhmdal-yaicelelle! 
be interested in his abilities as an adventure writer. Trevor Toms 
Jabhaaks\-]0imccatalcai\ccromd alomcjolelaahistsKopam@-bakemoyam-a'e-10br-lakosamdalelblelaiav ky (vale! 
WaXoAt(=) gUab i acm e-tom Colom) ale) am Koy ay ojble)bler-1ecoyames)bium al-mecelbl(om-\-maal= 

joke) c=yqler-|@ hale Koyahtace) alltcw-halemcom aX-mnahiaicsro ml Kolahimcon->qer-halemolamalls 
ideas and write a more substantial adventure for consideration. 


Koy ays gaat Loy mer Mi-Maql-mual-Menc-\-yamikelaimcomeloe-Wabllm-\ehi(-1qlabic-mncyoll| 
thought for a while about its subject. At the time I was keen ona 

Jofoy- bce mer-Vaql-Mohim md gba gl.alar-ha.¢-1 @er-l| (10 m@xvolCothwA-Mc1ac-hi-le nt mer lao m- bale mel le-t 
| oy-¥sy-o Ml ofoy- 1 deMer-haal-M c=) (-t-bi-10 mba DoW ACS EW ale Moy-t-romdal-w-lohtc-yqhabhe-Me) amie 

1 Coley gat-wm ime (-LoiKo (Yom com aol aat-V.c-M hu a\-Mol ar-lil-yale(-mco) M-\1er-Hol-Melei@ bharciu-s-Voll 
break in and retrieve. 


In April 1984, Phipps published Colditz for the 48K Spectrum to 

ya lexoleha-hephalem qaval=ai\scwn Cashed gM @r-baahe)el-1lmecoyaqyelubhaak=salcsomudal-mer-baal-moyamhes 
1ecKs} We assy OLoyabsiotowr-W alo md atom o)(=r-Kct-N amen coy o) au lexcwn\Vd abled al-Lererey aay ey-babizom aakols1meyi 
1d alm AO hm (olor haley alm M alomtcrer-salet-havar-Voatc-salqueahalemlelenaar-lekimeatolblesant 
Barber's first efforts resulted in a “competent adventure”. It was 

Sy aKerolbbe-le(-saqh-sahencomeroyalhonauel-m\sahehalem-havem-bac-) auol-yahahbate m\-a'c-5¢-1@-baer-lol= 
fo FN aaX=tsW Ke) al ad qb o) o}spu bate] LbKobhale Ma lols ky -Mo) mu gi-m D)-)-lomk-Waat-VA-mel-aaX= 
released in 1983] and Killer Knight [a platformer published in 1983] 

a Koyahiacit-bacslomeyale- Wm alcaim-lont(-sahgon dome) ceiakcso)ar-ll\vmer-lluhale miaw Mal-melr-laeys 
hevelte 


| halesy=3 0)X=3aalol-)ayA0lOlopm Kovahtani\c-ompaicssaralaiii-io ml ohtaur- (ore) ome1bnabal-ts:3 Ko) au Mal= 
GEV om aVent(csahabhassmeloliv haley amiucelabar(ow-bavem q-ver-li(-romdat-lmdalomnatsjoyne-haleyal 
for India came from his wife. He asKed her for ideas for a possible 
adventure scenario and his wife proposed a spy thriller set ona 
Sakoyivaymaalolebale-whabm sida Mme-bae(-mont-haakeyalomcom-i(-r-lmoy anh alo mm hmer-sar-bhalav 

J akcN gore coy alm =i ccqalcsquccmnamereyqanaqkeyam’\ahdamdal-m aahal.alar-nahdal-y mevolaalcronys 


mystery films, starring Peter Sellers, as the game also involved the 
1dal=yimoymr- Mango (Harebt-haaleyalo Mea haMd quicwer-\:\-md alm M al-msle-aoym patent. b 


i oy ahid es) aX =m qt-(o Ml ol-(-1 al c-y-lohhate m- Melole).a-lorolbiman com olbhaalelinqlemesbaicmuar-1t 
iqatchat-\e(-co mone (-1q alo)(omoym-Woy-lemoym qatoya-y'mel-lCoyatentalemcomdal-miit-vat-M-vale| 
sVccrahmoyqMda-mqunqMn'dal-yamdal-yiaeqcr-lecy-rom huis atom nel ol-|(oyale(-o mo) mM al-y'a-yalol-re| 
bom hame- We) .q'al lore le (mi \dal—y qm aqkos-)mey md q\-m efoto) acolo) molt. lem mery-1e md al-mle(-t-| 
roy id ow} .¢ Ml (ole le (-mcom o}-K-madal-w-Voat(cyghabia-mitdal-yq-miZolmar-VomCom-i(-\-1E-mc-d— 
(oh Waqtoy ate Mul Ma\-msye-l @oy mi hatolt. 6 


soy ahimcit-bacsro molto pabbae ma t-hiabale mo)bnm-baelUhalomA0 me) a@-om(oler-luley alse 
Hhaltsy Coxe) qba=e1c-fomny ahd amonhq-\erdloyameoymaaloyic-vaal-yahmoyalr-maat-lem-balem-moyal=yi 

(o (=1-You gh 0] Goya ey im=1-Kol als cole) aamey mci-1uuhale my atwal-mi co) d.¢-1e mean colores amdat 
or=yat-N@ kom ie) ay ialort-mal-m-aic-) ahaur-liaia-Leverelbbhalt=lom Ko) ar-b cole hale Mm AOlOm colosaalsy 
bqatclephalemi\sat-hmerolel(omoleveibhanhaleal-m-r- lol amoymd al-mColer-leloyalsmmolenl(onhale moval 
ldatomat-bacchont(om-Nalomudal-vamd(stJauhalemoleimdal-moleli-saiar-lmoley4Al-\e 


MM at-mbabhor-lmobe-bimoymialoll- Mi \c-lsesjoleyaahhac-iom com dahl o) em \sidamdal-m avo) el-maat- le 
it would be published. Knight's Quest author Mike Farley had 

oxos qhunahecsyomcom \sait-mabnadal-yar-Voh¢-squabng-t-wne) ayolele)bker-lule)abecyom Keyahtany(-ks 
ya kexol bh echo rare mad at- Nas abkcmer-haal=-m\coloice mxeliCo)/\moyalvom d-ir-bl ms al-lkaotse 


[Tony] [...] I sent it to Trevor just before he decided to leave Phipps. It 
sW\e-Fsmexey gaye) (<1¢-m\ahdaM cor am-balomeng-}ol qlee Mm \c- ley alenhat-linmeroyhale mom al-\ic— 
Ub Ruel aKe) ate ha m-s'¢-) ata (oler- Lalor ame-lale mii doles\—m cololaame (tera olaeyat-wolbime- hal 
fo) bho) ma q-yaqlo) aiaemyoml moi b idl o}- lol qoyamqahim cole) aqme (eabia-cm-lalemcoleyaal 

fo [=T-Yos gl o) Ko) qi-wm Mic Walle mom (-r-Ai(-m (ovate maqkett-r-le(-cmahdabbamdal-mer-Naalow- Ts) 
that is at the heart of a good adventure. 


Mi aX =m colo) esmoy mm ng -a\foy am Koy aatsm(=r-aiabale Mad able) essmer-h aM ol-mu ¢-\er-10 mM oy-\el avon dal=) 
start of 1984. Trevor was introduced to George Stone, a writer, radio 
joy cole hb Ker=yar- hae Meco} aahaal=ycour-lmaat-l.c-sann\oya.ahalem’\ahdal-mc\-1(-(e1ulelamo}m d-\ere) ae! 
oxoyaahoy-Nahi=toweamd alow al-t-ha moval ovale loan Kom i\c-kmpaitssass1-10 me hale- Wm \akel-me-bale (= 
(ohms qalzro br. Mapa alelablobhate ma al-wat-havek-yer-lel-meymc-i(ca'alssloyaMmlal-Mome-lu-sale(emeyaive 
co-create Max Headroom] and was a devout fan of text adventures 
lak-yrahatemr-liCcsambaMConccmi\aheamdalome(-saha-m-naosame)Chiahalem habioleolaak: Ae) 4.6 

sls ¢=a'fo) ar- bale @1-\o)de(-mabianhmeynmm-baveml ba-y\(oyare(-esleK-(o mcom el-bamereyaayel-bants 
Veh ale od able) ossw- halo McY-1qbhom- Me aXoa'me lac] (ojohaat=saumciaelonlomer-lit-romdatcmac-haqher-naal 
(Goya ele) ¢-1eroyak 


[Tony] [George] always greeted you with “How the devil are you?”. He 
was very interesting and had great ideas. I remember he loved The 
Se Varoy mh alo bt: Mme K-Morol blo mx-)1@-hahiadavhqle mcom-Vahtgelole hia wh t-moilefe(-tian ir NaN ic- bs 
1 aX=W <=} eo) @ey-] |bhave Mexoyaahelbic-ym@er-Naal-m lol -Kmcomecoyqaier-Naul-cw-Naleme-V.ahale| 
qatoyaX-aiaebale-\oaicchaler-mcome(-imdal—aey-ll@co)libatemm Mal-uc-miic-Lmeyala'mromaqielel aul 
fexoy bloc lomhal-mor-nia 


sin coat (oyae- hale MG1-10) ce(-mbahialc-romm Koyahim com (oyna yc-baales-baam-baleMopac-yq-lomanhagre| 
(=F Yo Rh ohdolena-baqhaqhbate mao) (-mi\sidamdal-merohqahe)-bahi aun (-mi\colellomel-mdal-snaabacie 
hag o)Koyi(=\ommsy ha ker=m alomoro) qhag-Ceimsat-lomol-\-samcslepal=lom\ahdall a qbhe)osmKolam Mel= 
Star of India, its code, and intellectual property rights were 

lu ¢-Baksyiztad=1e Mohtc-y an Com dal-m aly) meres aahel-bahi mmOl-shalemaal-mabbavelswageyaqmel-\o)ge(-ms 
IWR bale Kar-Kon goles aay ey ce) (-roigmr- hale Ml na -aico) acm cohie-1lGK-s-Nalom-r-Naanbatercmageyaal 

| sd qhhe)osmdaloaiar-p.qor-hake(=1omsac-haatul-haqmcom-Mmc\-1ece)alom-saahellonic-iom-halomabhazrel 
artist Simon Dunston. 


Pawabave)onaer-3aql-sqiecw-leloloimdat-mal-\1\morosaahel-bahimcit-baccremcom-le)el-1-hasnamdal= 
(of-haahbavem o}asss\cm ball t-ltcmy Rotor mn ahd ale-WaXsa)\a-lohiccsalaondomer-baak-mcoloncslom-Fmualssn4 
first release. George Stone told Micro Adventurer magazine in 

IN oyi{csaalol=y aud ak- land alow-\sj oyha- lake} amie) al ac-baarer-baaMic-Kom com aat-hcol amealcmener-lukay 
oh m-Lohiqsqlabha-t-¥m d= (=r-ko{-10 Ml ohtan hah Koleros aa bw Kereveyaayey-Rahiahavemdal-melele)bkeniarg 
about the new game was a bizarre series of PR shots with RamJam 
iKepahhalem-Mmolelolubjauhalem-lepq-y-sqqk-salascoyarebtsiuglolonalolamalelauccm \sidaM a-ic-ye 
Stone of Palace Software. For what would later be a very serious first 
release, it was baffling seeing the game previewed in such a comic 
kJ aleve \ahdalcveyaalomaat-ler-vAbavcswcielelet-\jabatemedal-maond (mir loe- Mae aul t-halelens 
new adventure.’ Several articles added mystery to this new software 
JqXo}bi{=ym op} mit: Labavemdat-laidalcw al-t-lomeymdal-merohqahey-bahi a \r-be- MAM Oa (ce ats 
Malvinas". 


Koya yid mM at-\an eC V Bb aat-(o(-Mehomat-Faal-Mloy'dmOl-lo)ce(-Me Moleya mal cate) iimh mht 
worked. 


| sabhauhalemdal-m ad .@-abhqiesmcome)al-e-slol-m Key ahiar- haem Gl-\e)de(-mi\oyd.<-1e mcole(-1dal=s4 
to refine The Star of India’s storyline. George suggested several 
ol at bale (yum haKediblobbatem\-1quhalemdal-mer-baql-malolal (ovale m-bac-y am M al-msy-levey alo 


A1 





NVNLoya CoM FVar-balemer-yaheanatemudal-moltolar-tcolbbavemdal-mali-mo)midal-m xolsbadally<-lel ap 
PW oy bh oye \F-VAL-Pan oh @ ghs1 nC =y Lod aby aque liccsar-b alo m-mec) ar-Veloy) Aimer at: he-loit-y aer-li (aro! 
|e K=yq baller avant dato ololdalat-lom-aie-lol-re mer) o)abnc-m- land al-m-salo mo) md atomic.) Om Vio3 a> 
intent of building a new super-weapon [powered by lasers requiring 
EMet-sat-nhamont-naakeyatolm@-nalem@atelconhalemdal-micoydremcome-balcyopaan 


[Tony] It was never a war adventure, as it was a diamond heist. [...] 
@l-Yo} ce ( Mie Le ngsr he Com oyd Mi aidaM(-me-ll coro m-MColmeyamdal-molavoyal-e-lelolb iad al- 
ec hra iar) aleyeltc me Comm Mm MGl-loyce(-Biic-halc-\o Mig CoMol-Meloljanlic-la-balemdal=) 

oh EW qatoyaXeMi'e-t-wol-Vameoym-Wai'(-r-1 ole) amcom-Javololmo)t-Hal-\-macoyqamdal-E-).q' am mirc L mone) 
1 Koy aad ql- 1a (we goa lex-re Maqh'm cololaame(-wlerah elute) atmii¢-)q-e- Mahad(-B-lalo)aumcrol al-) 

fod g¥- Wale (-to Myo} aq\-Moymda-mel qt-he-Voi(-y acm at- baal mbamual-mer-vaal-m- harem (-yaleqdal—yal-vo| 
1d aK-w colo aqme (-1reraholuloy aly 


soy aha volte mul- (ere) omG1Ubahat-ss-m- bale m @7.Uc¥. Wi al-lul 1-10) 4e(--mi(-) eso) a meymd als 
(of-haakom-nalomablsmoyalephat-lmbaXebt-W\¢-14-mmlol-squaler-|@ hale colosaamloler-luley aly 
joyKoqabhq=twr- halo oleh AAl-\o ams DY-1-) ovnc md alms qquhaley med at-haler-smcomdal-me)(olemdal= 

Jol gghale me a-sqak-bhat-re mbane- lela \ahdald al—m ocole-lefolanijanr(-vandebanavem-taelenaremadal— 
Cofer-hu key alsmoymr- me it-baakeyco) brow alelc-im-balemc).qhhalema-sie)aum-sqvecolonalt-iahalem-mci-1t 
of nefarious characters. 


The Star of India was renamed Valkyrie 17 by George, giving the 

fo f-haqkom-Waahtad abler-lmerolel-mat-haalomudat- hel ol-snuac-lomeal-mer-baal-mol(olum-nalomanhalc-rol 
Nale-ll(=rera1o mcd at-Kekoh)\ai me) ce f-bantsy-lu leanne) ac\-lesd-imeroyaqhaqvhacci-moymaaniuhe-bays 
leaders that existed in popular subculture. As development 

je) Cole pd=tts{=10 bam Koy ahiauassunat=ye md aX-m-loht(-)qhabba-m=salephal-macoyaamO@re)(olleamulyhalem-bal 
PaWaak-10¢-lo Mere) aay elon gmerey aay o}lunatemdal-mecele(-w-Nalemci— alonnalemiqelen\sal-Mc\—sar-l| 
for-1 0) (=m Com. Moxey ab aX=(eit=1e WV A.@s) ol-einabnaae 


The evolution of the Trevor Tom's Adventure System, developed 
jabbad al) qubaM Gre) (oblear-baleml’/-11,4/4a(-m Vm’ cole l(ome (okey al col el-cecosaal-my Mal-woticole 
an in-house tool used by RamJam to create adventures. 


Koy ah'g (mii) gia aqhe el comm ham /\coybl(ohaWal el-B ico) ar-taleldal-)anig-\-Valel-viey dw 
wrote The Biro. This was all my work but was heavily influenced from 
what had gone before. The idea was anyone could use The Biro to 
create an adventure. It was a complete system including a test 
rabhahebaatce 


sWKomr-Xol abl =ai(-m ol-14=) am ol) oko) aaat-nalexomacoyaamd alom-arolaianatem-\ent(-yahaoncom-yalenhalce 
Trevor Toms stepped in to assist Tony. Trevor had helped before as 
idaX=madtcrolophalemoycolene-haahaalqsaiaqbleleltqromcomene-t:jom qat-(olauhal-mevolek-m- have! 

foro} ahtd=t dU1e mcioyaal= mo) Mm abismey ake phat-lm-baer-lol-mer-Naat-sm\eahac-)a hal sy.te)LOmcomeny= 
a compiler to run at greater speeds. For Valkyrie 17 the challenge was 
Jopbr-yvauhatemudalomot-le-Moloni'aqmcomalannalvomdalsm-yaat-llmerolqnnhal-\meymdal-m 4,4 

S) olaroia gbnaaMcw aalssaaley atau q-até-9 a dcror-liK-ro ma akelobhaianatemudal-m-y ale shalom comnaleliblel= 
Ws able dalaymcyo) 0) abisjaker-iu-1omc-y 4 moves aay ovacts-solamaalqrolat-babi-saam-nalemaal-m-Vollenats 
to target areas of the screen to export text which allowed for some 
neat split-screen layouts. 


Key aytdin'!(-meololdamer-Vaat-menomisid amcor amecoyaqiey ccs loyam-llereyaidahaqmm Mua 
approach was that] every unique word was stored in a database and 
given a 2-byte number, and then the text was stored as a line of 2- 
loyiat-W ahonaglel-yecmofoyhauah ale mbalvomdal-Mot-hr-ley-\\- mm Malkcwaqt-1-Hal-mielb me) alytmatlel 
to store each word once and the main text was just a list of 2-byte 
numbers. This [compressed the] text down about 50%. 


ab ¢-y'(o) ar-Xole(=ro md al—w-1oplbngiaicomsyo)enand al-mc—y.aal ol-iay\¢-(-14 me al-me nel e) ahlersmebnjolt-hig 
Wako mr- Manatee i\ahake mcyas1(-) aqmdat-hemevolel (om ol-m-r-Fsluanaar-BanhelelcHucvomcomane 
several screen layouts. Tony's 42-character proportional font was 
also incorporated into the engine. He'd previously written the utility 
Ko) a-ha) (=101 6 coy ab lomaat-\er-VAnal-Monk-1aglelont-re Mo} amer-\s:{-1a¢-mer-li(s10 mes) ol-rergabnad) 
Computing by Argus Press. He put that in the code, along with 

Keke buakopat-|montc-yar-bhomepe-}olabler-lm-sa-reidcm-halomudal=e-l open) mio) munaghacslomcyolbnatol 
Wakemaahorsslon 


Koy ahi ME lyo) Bi\cWahc-vo mf ayhco)M com ol-whamc-r-lmunaqt-w ohm icolbi-c-mhae-Bcoleyad| 
Ee Weolak-e-Qeit-rdmaqtedaiani\cllaubau-nalemel-yqqh-Vqlomicolbm(-r-hi(-Moyar-W lol at-he-leit-¥4 
yanc=y ec} id aK-Mcolorqa- bale meahcolicce-W.aqhii-Mhmicolbmeloyamand-y-\olmhamalag(-Maloyd 
picks up the knife, etc. This I put into The Biro 2. 


Unlike most adventures, Valkyrie 17 came with brief instructions, just 
Moi bh asyo)a'm el (olme(-1-Yor ah oluleyameyaMmdal-wa-t-) moymed atom ol-(ol.¢-lephalem\-1aghale maat= 
orsyalom-bakemr-baueh alos d-t-lsphalelatanag-baleloms\-1m@olm-lerebkom-halsai'i-1qe)aleyal= 
jqakorsst-Ke Kosmas alonnae mi\ahe aur: Mele bat:}akelar- bale m- Wi or-Hhal-1omicoyler-mer-lsjoyhale pum MaX— 
Red Kipper flies at midnight". 
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1S} Uhqu en c1omatco1b ml at-Lom com at-hialer-1C=m oy-Fojmid alomer-¥aal-mcm on ¢-Kona OLUV Alm aah ge leat 
sVeckowrel Wiech Amexosaahaal=vahucremoyalr-lmol-ihalemank-mnamdal-mearenbiinava-havel 

job lo)bksiaX=saswi-luand alow al=t-rem comerosaaley-Lqpnmblsyhalem-halsnalesc-r-Kyhaved Arg 

Yo) 0) abisjuler- 1a1e mb ae: hime) im aaX=10 qloleksMeamsnco}aalm able sates) ol-(-10 ml (ol-Vek-s asm id ately 
ENO Le hKom- haem opitelaWag-relbK-sqkenK-s-wai\o)bl Kom or-baaleloloyA(-mc-}el-tacebat-lel-meejeyiahare! 
sqak- (ol abbaX-s-ymn com ele bate l hale mo) ahiscyler-1m- halons elh c-Lontmek-araler-tcmcjo ol aur. tm i-3 abs] (e) 4 
(a Level 9 favourite) in the box. Valkyrie 17 pursued a more simplistic 
approach and brazenly asked the player if they were playing a pirated 
(=) act Loy a osmG aloe r- baal =m Olam =s alt=) anal mm Mato ynd al-mecey aah ell it-) as q-)elolo)(-10 ma Opi 
(oxo) bh as\-wmtcolb Meco biom-lh/ir-hiacm (ol- Lo maak=mer-Naq\=m oy-\el.quhabe-balomeal=yam-yahe-) al \ (Ome 
Yom han '\c-Kswr- bale bab akenig-baler—wm ole hay oly aqt-le\cmaleland alm ol-1-]ar- halons ol c-Koanranaatqid aero 
ever devised. It obviously reflected the frustrations that the 

(o (=at¢=] Ko) ef-s aciek=1har- komo) ald alm oy- lol. q@osmd atom o}-lol.¢-lephavepmr-l(oyakersslol-mdal-morjer-ll 
copyright message, was the sarcastic subtitle, “Although why we 
loxo}dat=y qu alcr-aiccvameyal\val.eake)) acne 


[Tony] [That] was George's idea, I loved it. 


(©) aXor=m oy-Fsjqnd aX=mexe) oy' me) col t-yeru ley abmdal=m-lohi(qsqhabba-mcie-baccmbamdalcmonnaalnyaene 
Wakemcsqake).qial(ololonime}-tareymdal-m G1 0hiAl slo) c=] ay Uund alm oy-} amd als qm ioe- Bal 
hue Cel hic-me nha Malem a-relbhba-ce-Mebanal.@ 


si al-mbbanxo)(obhale mice) qidunalomicm-» coi-ll(-sqhar-bale meceyaue-bharcme)l(-yalqimosmalenaakelone 
Mud akelblesamdat-bal.qaelinymavolar-lM-» aud-sqalow-Fmd atom banner: 1 @olelelelom-it-lakolars 
blurb would have led players to believe. There is a nice balance 

1 oX-14/\1¢-1=) ald alm ol- Leah ale p=) abs3o) aur- bake Moxey qal-rohKom-1\-sqal—sauacmm/K-sqako)c-Ve) (= 
ENaahonssbave mod at-ha-leit-sacmhakelielol—mdal—maqt-blomedat-lm@oneliccmicolemoleniaam-balemeal= 
fo) Ko e-Tohtanidakom=salexolehe-lel-1m- Mm ol(-higencolebale makelale 


Koy ahi di bl <-Yo Ri dav-w} chabanimoyencelal—iar-Valomuatahalemcone(-imdal-Baat-r-lm- bale! 
s/\dal=yalatcolb me folmeleyal-Moyimdal-we-lolt-laleyal 


hehe-¥ caso Maida bi Com come (-sannahvomdal-mer-naalcwmdalomaat-|(ovauatmeymdal-m(-yaleidahtmabacye 
EYoimsk-w-ll@-Volelenmaatabatem com shale m-Wi\c-h)melonmeymdal-makol(-1m\sidalelenmol-hranate| 

id atom oy leu a= q-Mcw- Mcp aal-1l @\-] moym (oler- la leyalswolbimidal-s4-m-mo)(-salatmcomelomm (o)b! 
jaqubk-jqr-lesvoM=».q 0) (oy domaakom-y alo)iiatme-baleksjor-hol-mo)bnucslolom-balem-lerejbhha-m-satolorepal 
ako) aX=yta Com ol himd alom- huey c-saql=yahakeyal=rom aahts1(=) glelekcmy\copaal-ham-Mebanal.ar-lundal= 
bar. If you succeed then you eventually hear someone whisper the 
game's secret phrase "the red kipper flies at midnight" — thus 

iq oXesssh ale Mo} aXomcl-101 oi ar-\e(-sqimcom-baleldal-ie 


The second act sees the player escape the hotel grounds and slopes 
completely. They enter the local town, then depart via the 
isechaarer-Waahaal=y an G-(olaiar- bale (oleh aal-avm cond al-meyor alco Dy e-l.cosabalol(o mali a= 
they recover the Valkyrie Diamond. It is then a quick dash to the 

EMhg oleh am comeeyaahaat-balol=\-sar-bamo)(om-Nhaosc-baur-halomaat-l.¢-meelelomudal=ih a =ter-l l= 
hace a\-mei(o)blol-wam Mal=yq-Moe-10ll Gdal=maak-lacs) ey mol-]Uhi¢-sahatemdal-mobk-baaley ale mee) 
hate ab l—m\-1es qi ar- lel) aharciard(-emnd al-melenaqt-le Lem exo) aXeltutyoyamebe-h\cmeyaur-nal 

(pau e- Loy aenhat-NQymci-1 ty O}Ka(e- eo] 6 ¢- ble fahqna cosa meatcm o}-le(--Mo)mvl-haal-isiey alo mm Mal= 
Ne fosaumatcr-hessmacoyaqmdalomolt-bakom- bale ml e}-(ol.qeco\i\aqamcomdalcm alelc-lemhmce-1b hol) a 

fol aK=t-rcpiar-n alo molekel al-rommolbianabha Mom -arc-samdaleloreda Mm hani-(-1tcMul.comaeatom-savennate| 
had been hastily written. 


[Tony] No I liked that idea. It was just a way to get back. 


SyhaqkoyaM DI Ubalsie-bamecoyalealelbit-\omcom (1 aiaal-m Wace) d.caat-nalel.«omene-y ol anlers 
Wale mabatom Coy-lonhae mien q-1—) alam han’ \e- FW a=) ole) atcromdat-humdak-m-y ale sbatcmer-hor-leylehal=s 
Viz) dour exo) al oyhat-hukeyaMmoymel at. ¢-(oit=) dar-{-10l o}- b--16 ep ¢-¥ eo) an ler-m- haemo) (elem bhaX=y 
Nalomal lems Mal-yq-m hsw-bqMsseelosl-yquavl\-moymed at-h ¢-(oat=) avo) ble Ml oy- lel cence lb hale tsp 
oni—saCMomitahdalbhal-me-rol an ahlepeccscwdat-lumaat-r-naksmeat-haneak-ma-rielic-banannagt-le ls 
ENaomohachaame je bkel.dhim =) alolbled alcom el-mevolaahel-ha-1omcomeales\-ma-yalek-sq-remyiandal 
The Quill. The game was released on the Spectrum and C64 and 
given the extra CPU speed the screens are drawn fastest on the 
Speccy. When processing the player's input the roles are reversed, 
sVand alm d aX=m@ioy mat(-) a:sloyamosmdatomer-haalomephiahalem-balenalcje- hala dj ole) ah\-mmeni(c 4 
dalomJeKedahare(=lt-himeyaldalcms) ol-1e1uabbaamelol-m cond al-m-yor co) lbhavem oe} ce) eloyauleyar-|| 
Cohohah al-tcwmbqahel(-sqak-sait-o Mm ohiam Key ahtam halr-Kolonekosaumdal-moleceme)(-\-yom-halome)loye) 
o} Mo) Uh ale me lol-s-walelar-lolomaahelelamcomdal-mer-baal-yolt-hiam-balemualcyar-naom-nal 

Nah akehie-balex-mqalola-maat-bam-hahiadabhale m-YomevolbiceMat-hié-m el-\-samoyaauhacsiom 


SM atomllbonje¢-huleyatse-lolomevoy alt=. aur-bakemeX=yoldamcomdal-mloler-luleyalsw-bavemovac-yal 

sq qhoksi ql ol-m=p.¢- baabhaX=re Mel (oy-\-] \vmcomah ale Me) e)[-ro1tsm avo) anaal-sqlexoyal-omhameal-mucy.at 
Wale moldal=sarello-tcmbamdal-m-lokt(-alabn comm s{-(er-1b homey md alm oy-F-som at lub ba-mosmaal= 
fo pg-he) qbherswnmerolol(o ml ol-Mobhanlerbluasceyadat-maveyraler-m-lohic-sahqued-saicomcel-salenaimaal= 
(=p ¢- Tos mo) 0) (=1o1 as al —1-10 (16 ba Ml qh E-We Rows alo) uler-r-lolt-m-r-Naataunalmeak-mer-HaqX-mi\/al-sauycolel 
Sy ahtsy ar balm ha gy olqexer- lo] Mma lo him el-robqololaqmmdal-Nmelt-r-banimecoyaqmdal-mene-le) aber 
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What mow? 


Nore) MVETI Gaal Wome) ol-yabbalemer-Naaloyiem@)eluler-lme)aimcen-\.-vals 
fo fololemsyopimdabalitssaukom- ms qalo).qyal ern amu al-meroyalsiehaay olaleyameym-1 ee) alo) ike 
(exoled.ar-biksm- bale mdal-mexeyaayey-HahleyalsjanheMoym-Wol-t-lOnenaelim’\copaal- bal 





idy bes room. 


Ou are in 


OW an impeccably t 

i oe a a | a || ee 
Precision. ‘You smell garlic, 

ee eS eS SS ee Se ee a i a 
Al P= ee 

Im = 

WRAat mows 


[Above] One of the very few niggles with Tony Barber's adventure is 
the limited responses from the EXAMINE statement. Illustrations are 
1b EST={o Iso) as} ol-yor haemo) 0) (=\ouece- hale m-ba-moyac=samosaahaabhuc=(omaceyaqmd atom (oler-laleyal 
text, making it hard for novices to progress. 





t 
ou are im the hangar. 
A Ce | a ee ee |e | 
the centre. It Looks sirworthy,. 


am oem oem a a a ca 


1 OPEM HANGAR 


OU ES a te LEPRone 


VN okoy'c-) IM al-meolbhaat-lekomsy-lopeK-valer-im CoM Cll @isa(-m Amb llmelbbar-ler-valaals}.ar-! 
uke fahapbar-Wc1Uls) ol-(oimr- bh cos ¢-baqke) apunalomcyoyaal-moldal-sani\s-hi mole leg 





YoU ace in a4 small dressing room south of 
room 21. The room is empty of Furniture. 
YOU SEE 3 EmMmall potter an the wall. 

You can go morth. 


1% GET Boor, 
ows ORS 
WAat mows 


I READ Boor, 
You are holding “The Ups and BPowns oF 


NMedern Skiing” bBo Sir OGeweettry Malvinas. 
AFter this, you Feel you know all the re is 
Lo Know on this SUBJECT, 

WRAat mcr 


VN oYo)'Z-1 M@yalexcmaigolb mm aat-Wat-le(-mcom-\-\or-}ol-md atom ©] 0h Ale Ko)t-] Mm ahaton hate mr. efele) .< 
Syahahdtsre MM al=mO) ol-m- halo Don \aqlsmoym\/KoleK-saalsy.cbhatemereyelte ll ol-miaie-lmce 
sate Waker-lanalem-baelenavemdat—mel(-naqkeycolorm-yaleitaymaalelebaur-Hhal-ilei—m (oler-LeKo} ancy 





YoU ace in an impeccably tidy bedroom. 
Everything 1= arranged With military 
Precision. You smell garlic. 

a eam am a cc ci 
0% OPEM SAFE 

YOU see jewe lled neck Lace 
Small lead box 


aes tu 


LlRat mic: 


WN oYoyiZ-B-Vako Ms K-yad WW alcy- lait 1d ba- Me) /-11.4'aa (Amen che) aulersm-y ale ph al-macm dala 
Novi bhgim coms aXoyi\ad aX-ma-tjolimoympaat-babyololt-Lenalemelo)(-eiccm-nalom-yahianceyabaat-yahes 
loh\ mol ak- hake phate mual-m (olet-laleyamilierjee-lulejae 


 doars burst apen and in rush 
ae 1 de 0 0 de | 
- Manager and the t: #1 dr iVEL = 
ou Rear SHOTS = See Fall. 
i : bar man Leads Ts iL 
Ej bers i 
Walkurie Gi amond 


at ot) 4 4 a 


WRrat mou? 


Leather handbag 


I~ GIVE DIAMOND TO BARMAN 


YOu Rave suUCCEe&eded, Presse . 


PsNetoy' c=) MY ahd aid alm Ell ata g (=m D)E-Naakeyalomcr-Hicwe-Nalomdalomdabact-lasacoyaamdal— 
sinister Valkyrie 17 agents neutralised, our hero makes good their 
escape. 
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lat-kswsvo}aal=id quake moyalea\=m'\/-11 em harerelel (om ol-m- Wm ellolabn dome halemhanlmaveye 

ley coy-Xe (or-Fsiqu come al-molt-hia-saunaldalomaleyaaat-l Mic himiat-mdal-merosaahaat-havembhalatcp 
The standard, default EXAMINE response [the EXAMINE command to 
idaXomer-baal-Mcmol-1aahaal-yalamtalqllol-\omcolomc-a im cq] b lies) kcmepatc-sale Koy ag leniar-lelole ne 
ais at mero) ahavole-huleyamoym\OLON\ dat-lantcole mer-halmdabnal. q@o)pm ol-10 Mm ol-lohgeleyaa 
wall, painting, frame, etc, Even the correct object EXAMINE SAFE 
patel Ko lsmaloldabhale Moymhali=)q-\-1ems Aare lerel bh eMC NU-y an Colom ahdalats-Ralolblmoldal-ya 

fo) 0) (=re1 tsid at-Nar-bacm alolanrarssie)(-m had atom c-> qem-ib lol alr-\cmd aloes). om ele) (-1-m o)f-lecr6l 
outside the ski hut. 


A positive feature of the graphics system is the interactivity of the 
UND ES\u¢- Leo) qksmeamd aX-aimed at- bale (-m-lcmr- Mero) akc{-10) b=) alex Mopmolt-hii-t asmereyaqhaat-nalency 
Syaateksvauhale met. tsjomor-Ks\-tspe) olssauhale miVabaXe (od) lise =i (onm-hasm-ll Mm assasveitiemhal 
1qsroh ec ayta a Coler-hakeyalena-}e)ahverwmhmelol-1-y amas at.) 0) e\-34lo)aM=a'4-) a) mel erer-t-3ko) alm Ko} 4 
Sp echaqyel(cmar-nalephalem-Jal-\-1emegosaam-Malelc-1myianaloloy\mhale-bam-r-da'me)-bamelmaal= 
game, but it’s a really neat feature and reminiscent of the tricks used 
Joia- bad ks] comcyb Lol ale- low K-royaal- ale hea atl a k\-\-m k-1:10(- 6 Olo)e-hakems) al-1b bam Kel @lnbb a=) 
[see Issue 07] in their adventures. 


Valkyrie 17 received a Spectrum release in December 1984, with the 
(@rosaahaakolelosd-moy. mic=) g-sloyale-y eo) el=r-banale myo) qal-m colon ae) muat(-maqkeyaldats 
afterwards - around May 1985. The C64 version seemed to have been 
a straight port, and it fared less well than its Z80 counterpart when it 
came to reviews. ZZap!64, noted that the EXAMINE function was 

ib lossie- hale l-naomcy-hiahatemdat-iand alow t- lol .qoyim oe) a-vorlssloyamcvopaal-iahaat=rmaalsr-bakcmaar- le 
yi Lolomd-mnamor-Nale(-sareymephtahale mono moval. mer-Nauleiblt-balolbyvAlcm-aic-vameavo)blesal(cele 
sqatchia ol-moyaad al-m eked qhaneg-\ol.qumcial lem ak-aia eo) c-Nlc\-10 md a\-mm->.couhuhale Mciei-sar-balel 
and “great sense of humour”. Sally Glover in Micro Adventurer 
(oxoyaahqatsvauc=iomeat-lamdal-mer-baal-mimaohaMenn\ahdaumr- monanlepel-m-Nalombaht=yq-tluhate 
plot”. Derek Brewster, reviewing the Spectrum version in Crash was 
full of praise: “Valkyrie 17 is a joy to play”, he exuberated, “colourful, 
cy atmanishagiamk- haved Wict-Labha-rmaat-bahimeololomeor-lukatmen gle) ahverm 


MMos ahig MM at- Coma (-\om com olbiar-MlolmeoymalbiaqkolbiaslaMmdal-Mer-haal-Mm ol bi@ @(-leyce(-) 
added even more. I was quite pleased with his contribution. 


What helped the reviews was the marketing support that Palace gave 
cechaqtel-haqmam MaQoatar=y.cor-]UK-1o my lahd amd al-m ey colenbleialoyameper-luhaymeymdal= 
packaging, and Valkyrie 17 leapt out from the Christmas shelves and 
sj Coole Mol haunaMmdal-mat-haveksMoymacaal-\1\(-) cm Al(-yatag olbbaat- Leki merolaahaal-yahe-remeyal 
1d alm oley qeroy ale=ahece-n alo mn /\and ale (elele lm a-r-t:{o) ame @{-1e)ge(-mat-(o mice) d.c-16 Ml ar- Bae! 

A Yahd al x¢-1(-lot-wmod at-Nahal-1lunale mabicm (onic-mopmsbabcoleroyaam-balomudal-shamesoyal-icvanate| 

ms =\=1 6-1 Ko 0} cole Lb er-m- Me r-haal-moloyandar-Lan)ic-Foecsnaahit-Nan'mer-Vol.calom Vandal 
goodies. There was a comprehensive “top secret” dossier on the 

NEU ata g loin royce r-Nahist-nekoyal-haleme)el-johanahecm co) audal-m-16l ol-) a/\(-r-hele)a mm Osals 
SSKoK=Moyimd alow hael sete l=omor-le-Mer-bt\-140-mhaveliecel-(om-lekenlome)m- X=) a(-Meyi 

jo) Coy K=sstcp Kohat ly) maser} ael=om-balom-Laaales-jo)al=yalom-halsy)c-sqe)qkeyaksmaal=tict-le (oe 


MMos ah'g Be lC ox koe Weblo) htJal-vdiai\(-ya-Mepc-t-lom Mico) d.¢-romi\ahdaMda\-1qqm-MColmbne 
shal Frey alo loyam- iad q\-m@)(omcver- lt. mesh al-saat-Wi'sal-yqll Motlom @r-10l(olcoyameyamdal- 
S) ol-Youuabhaq ice) aud al-yaae 


The least impressive part of the box was the cover artwork. Besides 
the impressive Valkyrie 17 insignia, produced in the black, white and 
14-10 me a Kexe) Ko) bh oy imdal-ml Mabh com y(-ilol ald al=)q-Mi\c-tor- lm el-bhahuhale meym-Molaahhavelers 
Walomaqkelelohimaalelebauc-thamcoyom\sieam- Mee faidauhatemololimabigahalem’\sat-lmer-hal 
1Ubaboyaubbar-NC-1h\alol-mel-s:\oualol-rom-\cm- merce)! mm a-leak-sandat-nam-vamealuhaanlor-hunate 

1 5<=9 Kod aMesy- Vols) atom d alow qcrerole pantst-1e)](-m haqyol-ser-l @at-leitcmcyiaaalelo) Bielenalembal\t-VAl 
iconography. Nevertheless the otherwise impressive package was 
io) o) ol-1e Moyual ohtmdal-mb ale] \brsjKo)ameyim-Ms1abhaehiaaq(-ie-lmel-Lole(-m hale) /\a- Mere) I(-1el tela: 
aCss ql aar-NXel qbbate mdak-m\s-10.q'aa=my WAsnalsilepabk-W-balomc1q}ibh-1omcomnanice).¢= 
sqatcyaqke) aX=ssMoym-Coigok-1mstol alehoAi¢-hni-lm tots) me aableie-baymer-hdey 


Panay and atomic baue-ba-meymnl(-11.4'4a(-WAan ¢-haqel-baaMcole).qolau- lage) com er-lel.cencelenatel 
role as a work-for-hire studio. Computer Gamer, Issue 21 in 1986 
labbahd=iomdat-landal-mabelal oe) coloibleialolamevo:ie-moymdal-mer-Naqi-md al-menbheleKer-luleyal 
expenses, badge costs, were too high and based upon sales targets 
idat-Nuaicctqcmonakeloie-whar-Vel(mephic-vaMmear-landat—m-lohic-yahqundcmaat-Nd.c-imar-lom-luq-r-lenys 
started to contract. Reflecting on its success, Trevor Toms recalls that 
1d aloe r-haal-mcye) Coma \c-1| om olonarelel-1-m alo) as q-saal-vaalel-)acy-(-shale mie les-ie-hanere || 

cohie hatte coyaamdalomeolelolnrjal-samharcjallmd-saat-Whalce-mangaqmr-hicolenaheom\ahdal 
players, and is fondly remembered. Valkyrie 17 sits in the ratings as 

1d alow ad all ol-11ur-Loat¢-sqlquea-moym-llmunaal-Mo) amd al-m a1: ol-feit-\om',\(oydlomoyms) ol-\eiu abnaal 
website. 


Rael b balm Rolctom .¢-baater-baaM(-saqnda\-shand-)(-luleyalsvanhomrtahdal ar-le-lecm-bavemsylepal-tomre| 





PN ofoy'{-w- hao M(-sa0 mM haksjoyha-lo Ml opi ml habioleroyaa lwo) 4. dal .e-baqtel-baamnateliblel-vo 
several high-quality “feelies” in the Valkyrie 17 packaging including a 
(oxo) gah oe) qos aX=s alspat(om Ko) Obr\-1en dl ae Lossy -y ar- bao Mexo) (C-veir-le)(-maal-ir-lmel-loleron 


licencing deal with Ariolasoft. A re-release of Valkyrie 17 hit the 
shelves in a run-of-the-mill jewel cassette case that was missing the 
jo) ayiésslor- lm oy-Vole(-mhdalejeredalmhan/\c-Ksmciullm-hie-bie-1o)(-mrat-maat-blmo)cel-ydm-bale| 
dossier “feelies”. 


PaWAt=) aaah GU OMentc=) am or-hiaaatssauecm-Nalomt- bas c-1dehealswe Koy ahia-lorghaalovanloleiarg 
left RamJam. 


Valkyrie 17's adventure system would eventually become the basis for 
i ata oti com- bale ey coyaqvo)c-rom- tome alm hates alelbls\-m cole) me) mau habhdomat-haaler- haat 
adventures. It would go onto be used to author Twice Shy, a 
(oxoy aay ol UNC =) antd=3 4-3 Ko) alo) Ml Diol al au g- ba onk-m ofofe).al hobo) bnsla-1o ml oa UKesst- Be 
sabloluks)qbbave) par- bate mdal=mi(-) aianhaaleyacsstAlc=am Wal - mw 4 ce) ee) mW ¢- 1 gtk eh ee 
eNakoldal=sar-baaleyha kee lw\/Gl.¢-ma-halcarmer-haqlse 


[Tony] When I wrote The Biro it was from scratch but based on the 
Yo) be i toyi\moymd a\-movalephat-|Q/4.CoNm-Vohi¢-valabba-w ey colene- haa bas DI-\-1e1 a lol-m colossal 
Check for auto events. Wait for input. Scan input. Do actions. And so 
foya 


Whilst Tony was still with the company several rumoured sequels or 
follow-up adventures were rumoured in the press. Holiday in 
Carpathia was mooted as the follow-up game to Valkyrie 17, but was 
jaXcatc=y qu qalcy quale) al=\omr-tow-Mc{-10 | b(-1ems) ol-roublt- ha leyale-ler-thal-ye)el-r-ha-romnaM@t-hu-ye 

Na ukel(rmd ar-daecielere(-riccromdal=mer-baalomnic-Kom LU lsimer-litare mOr-lge)-ldaleem-nalomudal=yal 
in Sinclair User in 1986 as Three Days in Carpathia. Features such as 
daK=m-Voylehgia Comey) \ahcel alse qoyaaiel at-ba-leit-) aco mel al-be- leit) acon bani tel-sale-meal= 

fo f-haakomomeloncerey aq=Man/\(=) com aa=squakoyaX=(om-kom ol-shakem oy-Nameymudalom-lohic-salannae 
hale pha\omeemcyeyaal-idabbavemdat-ian'\cololcem ol-mc\-1-14 baum A) qo) Me) a i c-lalces ras bl. ce 
Gerrard reported in Oct 86 that Three Weeks in Carpathia was not the 
Ko) Co)! Vanek omcom (11,474 a(=m Wau elem. mevoyaqhe)(-ic-1himobhai-iqosalar-lohic-sqlabn dows 


[Tony] I was never in discussions about a sequel to Valkyrie 17. 
Carpathia was by, I think, Mike Farley. 


| halesX=) 0) (=9 04) ol) aA 0] Ole Mme - Kero) om @ ibn ah al-tctom al] Gel=ro mm Koyahiae)(-hiat=t1 al abice dO 
remake of Valkyrie 17 powered by a brand-new adventure engine 
dubbed The Biro 2. Coded in Liberty BASIC, the new version has 
1bhabceyqqubat-Neciataalela@lol-\-sqM bh eler-lc-1o melo mim alo (ovale (-saeropaaher-ielel(-mi\andal 
abate lo) tear kO Pm o)bhaphaonlomhatelielel--Mmaahe lol abenaahe)con'c-\omol-ba1-) m-y.au-valol=re| 
sy Coret- lo) blt- Natur. W alsa) ml aun ahaecyiccic-sqqur- bale me) al-mey aa’ om d-balico)d.<-1e m-nalel 
foyalephal-lmoley4Al-ise 
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RINGS 


i gl re) goo) mdatow sctalepomealvole ame) 
adventures was an epic undertaking 
led by Alfred Milgrom between 1986 
Nake mbeLobommaNl md ahaciomer-baalsrswntics as 

je) cole pe-baahaat=io Ml obi s{=t-baqMmeyeyaalit- bao Mn save sy= 
i=l IConitecdauhomnatelielel-ome(-oynmat-lleyahay 
1's a L@rm Coy avoy aad babic-yam¥lolahaMsl-\ic-lcom-hale! 
Paul Kidd. The Classic Adventurer takes 
1d al~sqqmosalr- Wm elehaal-anngoyageKe)eloyivosamce 
\daXomal-vata oyhesmeyaeiUkolonaias Dloloyaae 





In 1982 Melbourne House's The Hobbit [see Issue 01] 

J atchaci clomid al -maunal-r-Nemcop amreyalhvamc-ydetsalelenalMiceydie mo} 
adventures with its extensive vocabulary, clever parser, 

lo) Hated ahbatemat-vac-lontc-mmbahc=llule(-saiq@ed at-ne-leitcsacm- bale mcyaar-Laccyenale ts 
of colourful graphics. Remembered as one of the greatest 
games of all time, and with reputed sales in excess of 
ro) OM OL OL OR Ub abhcswmnani\s-Kom=p.q ol-\oacqromadat- Nand al-WaUblsiug-ler-bamelblelbtsial=y4 
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Wake mhecme (-a1{-1ko) oh aal-saumalelel\-msi-t-haameleyaants-Baomucole liom alel-mdahismepler-halace 
AVE Aico} mms} bKecel =: ot mol=larahale mabnadal-yaphalvomdal-myce)qreomeymus.d,qu Koll .dl-1qmcoy are! 
second game. To everyone's surprise, the expected Lord of the Rings 
follow-up was side-lined, with The Hobbit publisher (sans co-creator 
AV(=s Coy au ll.e- WM \UK=(el (<30 ee: hicelenahalem-McjKoyatdbhal-Mol-li-16 mb holoyamsyiay.Wadalen a @royar-Nal 
Doyle's Sherlock Holmes instead. 


si atom c-r1b lie: balers) al-)4 (ole! a Cole) au hols aaloyald alm vomereyaahe)(-i¢-me- haem el-skeya-mual=) 
hal ae bak-lo Moya qat-ler-VAba\—m aa ala\sMndal-maXca)\acmece) ie baahalswall(-rom(\andameat 
jekolc=sahar-lasmeyce Moymdal-maahalef-Meroy alah aler-1dloyal- lM wko)bi\-mcie- at-lom Komen ahe 
jabhaqelehe-mcomlelebear-lukiecmnameal-e-lehqoeaahamoy ay helo. mm Malm opallur- hairy el—ya(elel.¢ 
(o Jo) biaro m- hand aX-m 4-9 a0) at- 1m @ropaahelenc-vanliiloyalomsyaleniia(-loyatersile(-me-y al 
adventure stablemates Zim Sala Bim and Hampstead) in October of 
1d alomct- baal omtd—t-b ome bale mcyol—ce1blt-luleyam-loleleumdal-msebaletMak-cohamuehaatciomacoyaal 
joXoys¥-5).0) (=m Cols o) ce)ey-Ne]K-myi\ al-samal=r-(e ml akopavevavoWUenc-rom\/hlkepcolaam-bahalelenavecciol 
cNambauhar-lmo)olaloyamieya-Mer-baa\omi\sidam olole).a oblelukcjal-yaler-(oyael-m.Ni(-vam-Balel 
1Ohahi\abataaUl(-sale-bale Opal) \shamat-lom lok ian) \acoridl sro md atom ake) ahecm cond alm eleley.as 
loy-Kol un cohaqmsy- Lely A-\-s aly Acm Ufo mero}aqyol-hahim@a-haie-Whial aleaqtcmy davon al-itemeal=saal 
Thakecmdal=sham ho Vkom-Nauhaak-1ccre Meleaame-\ol-yele-1ekoyaMohialae-lio)all sf-¥,¢3) alm DI-1:) ora) 

1d alomaal=ronk- We q-sqVA\ Ale Lolbk\-mn\(-34-me | Ub Lol ai Comor-haahel-vameal-mar-baal-tsweyi 

=p Con he=aqKqyah@er-Nely—10 Ml ohiaidal-m-habako)bnaler-saal-vanmnn'aidaM@Os.@ od .aaat-bar-le(-) alar-1b lr] 
syiaeakcust- hiahake md at-lamehen/\slim@el-m-Mmleyalemahaa\-mol-1ko)a-m- bah) mer-baal-Moy-l\-\emeyal 
the work appears, [...] we have not yet begun to consider how we will 
approach it." 


Nevertheless, Melbourne House chose to exercise the option given to 
1d alcsqalur- bao M=sahtcsa-lomhahcomel(ols\-mere)it-lelo)¢-leloyam’\sidamdal- ofele).qelblolersial=) a 
IDE Wakely a (-1keK-y em -robhcoyat-lmenh droite) amco)lom xo)eblt-sa@rosaahelehanatem\i\(-1-1.¢h1A 

we C-lNorelbhaal-m a loleni—mi\allmat-a(-m-1ebhvopar-lmeroyalece]Moyic-yandal-er-baalomm vandaag! 
[alm co)blefalesbblol—1unal-1ym oleae) eyalelekiAvaancom all ol-melloy{-1h) mb anice) \iic1e moval 

fo LbK=ss1 alo) aksmo}merey alex-) olar-halomel=ssy lena Ma Mal-ya-W\c-low- le cct- ln ksy- he loyaldat-landat= 
Fhe) o) coy. Kod amcomol=ars-lCojeyaqt=sahmeymer-Naal-icm at-(omcomaat-1abnc-me-balemeloldamel-haei=ts 
sVechaltoro Micon (=t-baalmd atom (-1:S:1e) ahswa coy aamd alm oyceleg-loit-lomeK-a'(-1(o)eyaal-yalmeymeleldal 
Wi elow = Co) eo) oyiar-bale me) al-14 (olor, eum alome-ls).and at-uame- Ata alar-Lommoxoy ahic-saanalem-muallolent 
fos ofolo) .¢-Mexey aic- beauhakemdal-mel-1-1q cy-bamoymat-lum-Maahllnoyam\ocermullnhalemoni(-y4 


“Phil Mitchell decided to write Lord of the 
Idi eke kw hg Orme MW ai-m ob a-ty-yalc-lom-Vale-Lelehiaceyar-l 

fod a FeLi (=a q he (= wom (=m Kolb hale M@meroyaqheyi(=) emi (-sa-mir-) cole) 
inefficient’ 


WROLO] 0 oy-Yo k-th al Kom-Morosaahelenc-saer-baal-my\e-lsmor-1ehalanale mm hun /\r-tsw- Coles ler. I 

fo (Ter Esso) acon ole sham com) o)hhaneat—me-lJ.q@lol-Fi-rombholoyaidal-mat-luene-|Mebntarsloyamey 
1d al=m olole) acme al cci-micoluehaal-\ceam M alow x-liConi\cslabyomoymd atom .chale pal Ma\-M inico) 
sKo)'\(<sase- halo me Malem yccibbaameymdal-mGnale me sat(-vamdaleeledamer-baalstomc-sa-mr- 4 

1m co) aaw aukcw-b4-t- Mo}m => 4 0\-) gUK\-oms l=] (6 (= a ahi ololdal-ts}hs\-16 moval alom-he)e)qey-Kolamdar- le 
lat- Xo com ol -me-0,¢—salm obi ay UB hed all mW alo mc =t- haa ea MBLs) ol-(olmr- Meceyaahelbiu-saer-Baal- moval 
si atom oydemoym atom ahaletwhamhecm-salahc-14)my\colbl(omel-mbaaheleysyle)(-mam ale) 

foo) aqhaqK=squcaie MampA Ge hswe a qos comel.c-1h)mdat-Lanaakeya-miat-bame)al-mer-haqt-my\alimel=) 

jo) cole ho kex-re Mm cole(-1dal=) amaiahdalaakea-meal-bale) al-melele).am 


Three months later, at the start of 1985, Beam Software's lead 

jo) cole ne-baqhaq\-)@uy-7. mic-r-) ao]Co Ml ad ab lehom\/HhvolaX-]l@i\c-Kom-sayloptabalem-Maatoyaleamcoyate 
tole) or-uuler-l magosaamerelobhalem-bac-) aud a\-m-y.dal-lersjuhavemdabaciomi(-r-) msyol al-Vonbl(=meyi 
(ost) Co) ohaalssquandat-har=y aler-hey<1b1(- 10-10 MMM ao wo) o) oy imme) al-14 (ole! @- hale m3Ke(-t 
projects Melbourne House Draw, Penetrator and Mugsy. 


Whilst Mitchell was away, pre-production on the first Rings game 
lake Xo Mcit-batcyem- las sict-baamexoyanric-b dom al-r-Vole|bl-b a=) asym Coler-he-1o ms hal \UC-llelo)bhaal=y 
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Jo) b bic bb ake pu-ie-bad-ro ml ohia- baM (ol (-1016omep cob) oko) mecolel-) a:yar-N duis] ecm bale maaheryelse 
There was a free-spirited culture, built upon play, more akin to an 
Kon Nhame)tchicengelenaxemdat-baur- lm o)t-(e-meymi\(o)d.em Mal-moynale-mi\(-to9 o}ke pmo) o\=3amelt-hak 
Vand ale qahbtcylomolt-hianale mm-habnaqt-lexosarcmavhabauhale moyamecoyaahelen-sa-yu-balemeatcmnyr lies 
were adorned with posters, drawings, and cartoons. Dress was casual 
Wake Msvou aX =3qqX=s°Wai>54=m5 OFA Cod aX =10 Ml ol-Lol.at-Nalomscoyadalcvomdat-lanlel-t-lmdalahti-lem 


It was dubbed "Fred's Créche" because founder Alfred Milgrom chose 
to recruit his development talent from surrounding universities 

s Vd ahs com ol=ro) o)(omi io comepe-lohbr-hunatemiahdalaqublelatenalc\-lel-\omevoyaahelenn-ya 

Jo) cole nechaahaqhnate me) .¢1|kswu (ml at-lome-0,¢-samo) alm) ey-lC-mey mad) abst. lexcre 
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1G ¢-bakcit-Lenate md al—melolo).qnhalcom- Mite) a.¢-le)(mat-bac-1ea'(-me-lCosalefsleK—ae| 
joy colepa-baahaqhuale mazres qbehamaahiciccsalelerihymat-baal-rom iaalOn 


LynC first became interested in computers from the age of 12 

joy colene-baahaabnatem onl olopat- (eves m-\-10 pbK-sqle=\-eyalar(-)a\m-r-baatan eat. lol auhalciMmsyalomar- ts 
jaKows q=1exo) | (=\or a Koya moym aXo)i\m) a\-me roland a\-mlo)ee-1als{-t-haammoleims(eyhal=lo Mm ol-er- Netto aha 
her previous job as a Postwoman she sustained an injury and was 
[Kote) ah ake miko) ar-Waaleyd-B-\-10(-sque-l ata col(-mnsy alow ol-ter-haa\=m- mel colenc-baahaal-s@eubnanate 
o[=ai¢clKoyohaql=3almo}am Malo e Lo) eo) e}iar-valemat-(omi ce) d.¢-1e m-leyalerslol-m Univer aX-]lmoyal 
Sherlock provisioning the database system used to store scenarios 
Wale menr-lColeiel—m 


[LynC] Phil was a terrific person to work with. I learnt so much from 
qhhag eae (omic bow a gb C-B oy co) e)(-1qamve)\ti-) ar-nalem-lAnicc ham vole) @elaMeley-hael 

Nata auhglem Mal-lomcom-lolo mma (omic Celine hicmevolphaccrolbkm-halom- me qnenbalclats 
interesting person to be with. We, and our respective partners, also 
roh Co M-1qehaMoeneslol-mdal-M(oyd.m-yahiahcoyangal-yah@el.c-mecoylalem-J.qinavemeole(-1ual-) amy Wi 
(=F Es oe od gh LG halo Me qahia oy-baualcy aaiccyal@ec).anhale mm Mcyolal(-yo)el-(om-haolehalemeyamdal— 

| oX=ro ph qb al =y ae-j (eo) o\-t- 


As O'Rourke and LynC wrestled with the words, Mitchell returned 

sco) aay abisw ey a=t-N.ar-baXemMi\c- Fm 0) coy aqlole-rem Comm Gy cole hom M-r-\ok-sar- bale m@yabl=3i 

|e cole pa baahaq\=) ae Kom ic- Row ak: baXel=1om-Wmc-r-8 aqme} mecole(-) ecmdat-lapbatelteKet-(omDI-Babaht 

| DE: \akspars) (=3 0) a=) ae hide) om Dlol ble miar-lbaal=)ar- bales io) bHE-M\UR-Vo lesa mney cy e)anlom-bagkjes 
(hs c=fo ml elo) lt-halom-baXe Maablcts1-1l @@xvosaahtommr\sakom at-lom’\cohd.¢-romi\ahdale\/bhveraX=]lmoyal 
sha utay ¢-KoawAti-mer- hale fi =) mero) gah lons-1eay OM iV Ebley ramoroyaahe) (10-10 mdalomel-acciceyoyaatcsant 
line-up. 


©-Toy ni ek-lyohahaMn'\savom al-Vom (10 m\-at¢-9e-1meK=a@=](o)e}aal=s ahem eo) ce) (-e1ecpupavelielenbate 
the well-loved Horace Goes Skiing [written by William Tang in 1982], 
Yolo) .moyamd alm co)(-moym(-1-lobbavemdatcmnant=saar-1 M10) 0) elo) am t-t-1aqml wK-m ol-rer- beaks 
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[Geoff] Prior to The Lord of the Rings, all games were written in either 
6502 or Z80 assembler. Our target, of course, was machines that were 
tcyqimUhaqhicclo mia meoleldameroyaaholbianalemeoleyi'(-1a-halemaql-yqaleyaiar-C Mullen aida 
some other extremely tight constraints such as vertical retrace time - 
to avoid screen flicker. 
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[LynC] When I [joined] the [adventure system] was very much in its 
hae: lqXou' Amy Motto mdat-micy.WUMol-ie-le- KiB Aci tciqqhc- lake magt-viaie-tbat-vemual- 
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1Vomel=Jo)blem-havem-lbqaley-japnaqy oles:t-3)e](-m col d-ii- Leite) ake) mo) eal-s ale r-baal=s: item dal- Re) 
months gestation period for Sherlock was testament to that. He 
jolecbabalsto md atom alaytacy sc]C=) aq Com ol-m- boyd ( = a0] (=~ ko olelstsy le) (-yar- bale er-}e}-le)(-mo}l 
Abbe aKoyahate mal-awm-Qoatcstqndehacrwol-Fs{-1o MBN oloyaMhecmna-haatsa) cold. @halaateyaldalsmm alot 
years. 


[Geoff] Phil Mitchell decided to write Lord of the Rings in C. This 

Joy cevy-vaitcyom-Val-leCohiatoyat-| med at-li(-1qle(-Mem’ ¢-mcolb hale m@meoyaayeyil-1 emi icrc-Bir- he 
Colomhat-ynnlos(-valm@-naleme(-leile(-omcomat- hale mexoyaqleyl(-miql-R@m alton clolO/-- hale MAl0) 
re Kotyeu gale) (=) aun Ma (=r Md at-\m—yacovamnam<-1eaqt-Moymd al-Mcololice-laleme-relqhallelel-ce 


BKomeroyaaye)(=saqX-sahmdal-mccol ababker-lmc-r-baabw alba c-rom Ubi lengosaamcole).adal= 

hay oh a=rer-rol-saht=romcj(- ome) mes c-r-Lenale me ak-mune-junco)aaqt-|@alosataeycolene-haabaauhale| 
role at Beam Software. Paul Kidd, who had previously worked for 
Melbourne House on Mugsy's Revenge [the 1986 sequel to Mugsy] 
was catapulted in as their first dedicated games writer. Kidd had 

Yo) o)hi=\omKoyar- Wm lolom-1mls{-1-baaM-Nh-) mu aukcmenbabma-yqlom-hadalomunaqi-mat-lomcolehalem-bal 
obscure newspaper article advertising for a freelance writer and 
er-NaaKomol-csle pale 


PS NDLUIN MR ah-Yo Mm Lb Eimexoyaal-MacoyaaMel-\ylopaubalem-Valemaviahaihalemer-Vaal--M-l Mol bbaN enact 
orto Mer-Vaqt-Meroyahic-vqialoyakwhaW Wek ia¢-lit- Meena (-1qiahal-alemefojmeal- (cloma pam 


Initially I was asked to produce material for some specific projects on 
a freelance basis. But meanwhile, the company had put out The 

fs Co) eo) o}imt- vale Muy a{-1a (ole. dm- Vale mcojbhatemdgt-\mdal-miagiah ale me. t).ecMii(-¥— 

Yo qat-idqhbate md at-\qalci-re(-\o@-haW-loqabl-lM@sgit-) amclomm Manic tow- Fo) .¢-lo mo mecoyaal-Bialne) 
1d al-meroyqaloy-Nahta-tw- Mab llGaahgal-mitaaht—y a@- hale mer-Vaqk-t-Mo(-tlenql-y aml Mie) o}el-lomnalie, 
the first Lord of the Rings game after the basic game was designed, 
Jo) bh ol-ycorg-w-N ahaa (oler-lalolam-Valoment-\Coletb(-miicoyd qat-lom el-(-1¢meloyal-ma i Mal-vall 
Waa htc-re Wm PB i cod ay-lINM ie Lomel=1-yo)himbanicelat(-lombaM-v.qey-balohbalem-ll Me) maat-lmerelel— 
hale Molkoyhatemual-mi cold. aoymaqt-Vichale matte. ll almbaive- Mm (-\-Maba\iaaal-yqatoyats 
space. 


Recruiting a specialist writer was a decision ahead of its time by Fred, 
qqkoy de-N ahaa \sidaly oe} colelbloiaolam el doles i-\-mcole hale meamdal-maluaqmnatclelieatar-nalol 
1\GKo le BsYolohauco)bnalomabbaat\-1imecoyalealelbhuhalemcomont-\colesec-m- hale mel-\1er gholuleyals 
Naleomonahvanate miovay\s-baem- Mm ol-)alolomey mel br-leiaia-ls10he-balexmaan cole lesavolonal aclslon 


AS NO LN ic Tomdat-moy alata alo) ataseycolene-Vaahqal-yar-lmieat-\@cit- le (Maar lauliecw hate! 
musicians were initially freelancing as well. [It] made for whacky 
times. I think they truly needed the non-programmer perspective, 
Tha Ker-movaccyqmd atom qavicsyloyamab¢-1ulorameym- We) colene-haqhaal-y mim Coles ¢-r-1(-e-v 4) 

=p Cor=lIK=y qh ae hake M—-ynaCon(-vahumoy cote lb loimm dghl(-mdal-mol-y¢:jel-le1uh!(-Molm-Mer-baql=r 
designer is: Is this game clever? Is this game fun? 


Ald aX=m 0) colepa-baqhaal=saarelosqahhar-lc-om ahl=1c-baerahtarcie bce lei t-(omcom-leerosaanaaterer-hc= 
1\GTo Co bur-Me-l(syahecromhahalente-lahic-mcolger-mi\savom (-lel-lil-\om auhaatsi-lumr-lmeatsmastylolssane 
creative maniac. He felt that senior programmers ran the project, and 
they were not Keen on a “mere writer” inferring with their “holy 
design process”. Once on the team, he met with resistance, and was 
Vol Ko Md at-uadal-mol-1ske pam io) ada\-mer-baalomi\r-tmerosaahel(cit-pu alo maehadal-sauhalolonannyr-ts 
required, and he was solely responsible for text. 


ASZ-NONN MO) GRom Moh lem al-mc-> qem a Koyi'(-\1c-) amd al-3a-(-3¢- ColeMe) mold al-y¢ 

UVa ghey quem abe heme Keauee-lintmal-r-vel-vome(-t1(enaM'\(oyd.qm@xroyaqle)-lumeleyy4(--mdal-lt 
Jolamoymdathave mecvomd alot(-Bi'(-ta-B albiac-eMelvhm@-ValeMel(-yqlel-emiaicem ual) 

iu ab Keabhg-mw Wgibler-Mal-liomer-haal-macolagM Mia al@mm salon Wm elcolene-haahaauhate! 
qalcvag hia N cc Mm- hale mi coyd.ccromiahdamagt-meoke(-mdal-y-m-](-yqql-yahecmnglvomd alt= 
ferchaatom 


si aY-m-) ahand-waal-} okey mcoler-Laloyatsymd al-m oy-k}omevole(-6- bale move) akel-) olan’)! Fmnalg o)t-(eion 
Ibi od aX=]|@-Walo Mahim ccr-haamat-lom-licvom-hokepaqtqsqucalo Meal-mahelary-1me)moley AC cmear- le 
the player had to overcome. There was only the very basic skeleton of 
=> qumspakel UoLonhalemda\-malolt-Leko)al-moym(oler-luleyalar-'aal--moleimalomat-hae-leation 
1\GTo lo \fohd.<-le Mos amond-r-hunale Molter aholaloyatce- hale me ak-mel at-hc-Koit-) mont-lkole selon 


[Paul] [...] Isat down and fleshed those out as well. [...] There were odd 
sqakoyaqt=yqiecwm's/Aal- ime lomtColeme (om \sidam-Mroler-luloyam-lmdal-mco) ome) mit-lo\ts 
Galadriel's tree that is titled "Rev Rest’ on the map — particularly when 
1d qX-mal-t-YoMoymoyqe)(-\em ly amme-ll alate Pancyoym mel-verlol-vo mim’ (olbl(cMel-e-Ma-ace)\ishaley 
cit hone Nal em e-N<cMdat-Lemr Wb hcovalan'!ahubate Melb m@ent-lColegbi-w-halem-Loshishqia Coley os) 
Neck bavhur-Vintmeloyal-Mohimaiisahahale moyamal(-Met-lcol-mmdal-vaMqgt-Haler-lihimel al-cel.ahalel 
dat-1ar-llmd alm inal. cm Coley or-w-valemColenlomitoyd.<-lo mm ang taguiuhié-- hale mole] Mm ecole) i 


Oy ateM=1(-sqalsyahmosmer-baatorsmol-aiccllejoyaqKqsaiand at-nal Ubi (engosaamat-lohamenacr-liays 
invested in was testing, or Quality Assurance. Both The Hobbit and 

SY aT=) 4 Color a at-\om ol=i- alm o)t-Venbi-ro ml ohiar-balt-bag- hime) mecelel-molbletwr- have mc1u¢- ale r= 
loX=sar-aralolebasmaat-hut=iaar-bal-iusre maceyaamdal-Merosaahel(->anhaaye)(-taal-yahe-1elolameym alo) at 
playable character rules conjured by Veronika Megler. Paul saw it as 
Nakeldal=s moje) eloyaaebanhays 


[Paul] [...] There was very little ‘games testing’ procedure in place — 
oval ht A cori ah ale mice) a c-lod ah qhKer-|@ejblermdat-\aqqt-Vol-mdal-mer-haa\-mi-li meni) amclo nme 

J ol=vah met ytemoloyhale mole-yimdqucoblesatcw- hale Me-lhhi¢-14-(oM4-) ole) atMoyamciac- hale (= 
1dahbavet-mdal-iq@eco)ellomel-moloyal-mi\sidamedal-Met-haal-moyimdal-malatitcremaqhialekmoyi 
players. Some things that were absolute errors were fixed. But other 
things were just left in place as ‘aaah — no one's ever going to try 

fo Coyhave md at-1am 


Rings’ development barely received a mention in the press for nine 
jqakoyahdalsMar\ahdalss{ct-haaMn\ceyd.ahalemoyamdal-meld-saabiiomaar-lanealsmaneclmer-haaXs 
would be ready to hit the shelves before the year was out. A single 
haucsyaratcy)\ani\sud awe \UGhvod alll Mn \c-Fom ooo lecclalsrom ham @xeyaqhelenc-sar- hale M\AKel-loler-haatsts 
Magazine [C&VG] (conducted in the previous year after the release of 
SY al =3 4 (olor .d -Fow Ublencosaqmanic-bmabar-lekcsnalemealom oles ahecmcomdal-molele).ccmiiahdamaUit-val 
Nalom Obah) sham Matomolbnqol-sqmolm=p.qo\-leit-halolamena=a/\m- lm al-mer-l(-salet-baekel.q-yo 
1Voyiicchaoksmdal=malsr-Kolbbak-mevoyaayelonanalem-aic-tahmoymdalomtc-t-emd alm csaciey aril 
(Grosaaholenc=yan'\) Loyd toms) avoyy aus a=icomhalsy=301¢-saalol-)ar-1as mo} alelolam-m@lataaal opr. mmm al= 





Time Passed. 


“Catch” remarked Binbo as he. 
tossed a smatt, gotd, ring-tike 
ObjJeCct across the room. 

With an astonishing tack of 
deftness, Fordo caught it. 


“BH, you witt take itl”, smited 

Grandat Tf. 

“Good, ou MUSst go to the black 
Cand of Dormor and destroy it! 
But go thou First unto Smet rond 


at Rivendutt. 6Hnd now, Fo must 
Oo. CTC may see you. Bye! 


“ood tuc favourite nephew!” 
catted Binbo as he and the otd 
Wistard hurried away. : 

Fordo’s boggit friends arrived. 


What was he to do 
ie 





| SAGAN! MS) aXe) mic. Fob esi=r0 ml opie adatom oslo mol blolurcjal-vacmcom-Nanalelebalecmdalsine 

Gi abaksjeqat-tmer-haaloce-bavemd al-mhalehorjea'm’\c-lweliaha@iolce-mei/K-llelelenaal= 

Je Kolbitom cole bale maalsvaaki-larcowenaWllheksiu a lolbhmeopaaher-Nahia-ltopalersylel-maNr-b ams 
SF-Yol cal na baaul=]@-balom@auaqtsiuc-lomcwaUt-ha mole lech ar-\omd al-m a-ero) Com AOMOLOLOmialicoyas 
qo) (oh gale Md aX-m ROM OLOLOMstoLbk-baotenaals1e does aro icepcelenalommObabcoyaubhat-le-la'amaal= 
long-awaited preview of Rings was set to disappoint fans. The game 
failed to materialise, and a rather embarrassed Paula Byrne resorted 
vom olt- hah ale m (ole) el-romeltyolsmoy im yc-lho)aMst-l.cJqumcmelbaamoyaid atom ollemcota-1-) abs 
scattered about Melbourne House's trade stand. It was obvious with 
1d atom» qel-saks\-md at-h w eleks\—m at-Lemecosak-mcomeat- lund al-mer-ha ali \f-M=9.4 ol-1el tie Ke 
(Jo) bumolamuhaal-mmM aloym-atccsqi-sqahelcoyt(-1om-morolaaley-Hahimer-ll(-10 Ml wo) (ole ne- tab aCe! 
mb aaamco)ehalel-romohiay\/R-Nd.quaataCctcw-n alo m@r-bcolen alo wk-hiavopamey M@1UN Cel <1 Ke-DRKe 
Jo) coniale(-m—y quc-hig-ler-bahmr- hae mnaaheyc-rs-JAlc—mavo)(oleng-haalsMo)m-Mashateaitac-bidamey a 
Nazgul (one was later offered as a Rings themed competition prize by 
Zzap!64 in March) to dazzle show goers. The gaming press were 
1bhaXel=yacjc-nalor-lolaim.c-i-7amcomuhale Melonmn\sar-laidalomol-it-\iannic-tspmcyomy\y Wivel al-1l B- Es 
the face of the project was wheeled out yet again to face the 
loX=sabloKol(=1o mlolebaar-lukiecm-Naloma-ai(cr-lmcyoyaal-mhabcoyaaat-heleyame)amdal-mebeq-\oisloyal 
development was taking. 


DSZNOUN DN Me ga aloyaecib bcm dat. lam at- he) el-val-ve md al) q- mm htm@oyanloit.|@co)t-WhaMdal-mer-haat-) 
had ended when the last test was delivered. I then decided to create a 
@7 WS c-) ole) amir Woy Koy al) ghalematojuloyalmam-lalem-jol—iaim@ (ovale mor-hiemolthiabaley 
dahgolblo lam Mal-yg-Bi'c-tomer-yar-unal hia qvlc}amoy ab ol-ret-1bl1-mdal-q-)eloyamt-nale(-lomeyal 
desks when everyone was too busy to really deal with much. [...] My 
guess is that there were code bugs that were haunting the project, 
ENalo Muar tome lahalem- mudquiccmcomat-himéat-yaqmeloy(\samm ma \¢-\-wolpl@oymd al-Mojaslerr-lI 
[oYo) ob dat-yc-- bale mala) a a-y-llhimco)(oMOlaMmdal-meit-baqke) coer Mun -Moym-Mi'sait-y¢ 


Despite Paul's tireless QA work, Melbourne House missed getting the 


fof-WaaKom date Lo hime) andal=m iekene-1GAi(-mi-\1ua'(-m ol-salelomm-aic-vamdalolblesaM shag al-mar-(ol 
Ko] (o ly, Waal-1u¢-\em.\o1 slo) ama’) \(-m-».4 0\-(o ima CoM ol-mdal-Moyrerer-t:1mci-1lunalem-lonicsalabna= 
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WoL 4ace Frodo, 


YO a7FE in 3 cCOMPOCLSBLE bUrCoW 
With 32 COUNd Window and 3a green 
daar to the €4st. Wear the door is = 


*FRODO, 


VN oley'(-) VM atom ae (o) o)oyiacmmeorey gah coyae-le)(-mabnabal-lm@bl.<-m at-llMmol-\ereyaaters 
atom exosaahioyar-lol(-melonace) \Mmbau- Wm a-r-lijebanaleiatac-baabler-h acie-hamce) 
The Lord of the Rings: Game One. 


OU ace Frode, 


OL 90 =o LF 


SOU are in & monsstery 


stone door to the south. vou can 
SEE 3 monk. 
oOu can go north 
4erry enters. 
Fippin enters. 
Sam enters, 
The monk Says To goon to 
Radagsst, waists Learned in ancient 
Lore, YoU MUSt prove Yourselves 
WeoarchA 

Wso first to the knight to the west, 
then the Lady to the eset. Return 
here WAEN You have completed your 
Quest. '' 


a V ole! c=) aXoke hectic alo md aXeMeroyalers¥aatcw-lelelbnarcycvor-hcom ol-KersMoymdalcM x-liCohniccd anne) 
of the Rings novel, Beam introduced several side-quests that 

ibqXel UbLoK=yo msn ¢-Lol-ler-kimnealcms\by2-h comme Keyaam sleyaaler-Lonlmr-salom@)(omisk-bam i alicoh iia 
dalomat-hage))\skesahece-bave Ml ar-haaal-s au \UF-Ve lolol a 


OW Sacre Frodo, 


YoU TALK to ThE bESUTLIFUL Write 
~2StaLlion. 
The beautiful write Stallion neighs 
"LANEY! 
The beautiful write Stallion goes 
East. 
OU are on a Be SutIFUL white 
Stallion, at the €4S5t bank Of 4 civer 
‘Ford towards Rivendell. Ta the 
tL, The PghwWay Leads to Bree. 
The riders splash into the ford 
behind YOU, SUddenly Lhe icy waters 
PSisée UP in one Dreat wave and 
Smash down Upon the nine riders. 
The hapless 7ring Wraith: are 
Washed out of Sight down stream. 


TO STALLION “GO EAST. 


[Above] A beautiful set-piece where the forces of Elrond and the 

| OXoN iis) ao) ms aaht{=9 alo l= Melb hecw o}- bKe mcomdal-molbba-je shale ml oJt-lol.qlaakel=) a:sml dole ley 
Sam, Pippin and Merry are free to travel onwards and form the 
Fellowship. 
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YOU are Frodo. 


Sam Waits. 


YoU Light the Stub OF 4 Candle with 
Lhe match. 

Mercy waits. 

FipPin Waits. 


5° Oh 900dy, Food! "'. 
SOME OF ThE welcome 


Sam Gals Some OF The WELCOME Mme SL. 
The welcome meal is now Finished, 


> GAT CANDLE WITH HATCH. 
: T HEAL. 


IW ,\ ofo)'(-) Bxotore m-batomcchele ible olthace-Valshaaholoyac-Vaimco)(-Bnaly Mal-m Ro)coMe) mial= 
pa hale fy Oy at- ba- leit) email acre pelt banvmel-vecoyaal-malbnalepatar-salomubazrom-nalemonat-le)K= 
to proceed if they don't eat. Finding sustenance and keeping 

| of- Kod .¢ of- Lod ej Koled «10 ml ol [exes aal=ssw- Mees ahunaher-lmer-haql=30)(-himaak-iol at-babken 


YOU sre Frodo, 


YOU KMOcK on The Small AAC. 
ae FIErcU waits. 
Fippin waits. 
Sam Waits. 
A small hatch opens. 
TRE Datekeeper enquires " Lihat 
name Gentlemen? "'. 


YOU talk to the gatekeeper. 
Mercy waits. 

FipPpin Waits. 

Sam Waits. 

TRE Gatekeeper says " LlELL that 
name SOUNdS Familiar enough. ''. 
The great wooden gate swings 
SLOWLY Open, 


“UN OCE RHA 


PN oto)! (=I Bi al-Moyol-ab hate m-Coimexe) aCer-va aloud al-W a lo)o)eyiccmaat-l.ehalemdalcmolbnaatcyia 
Com ss a-{-Pmn A al=y come alcaiar-baom Com aal=(-1mer-baler-lum-land atom an ¢-Naleshalem wovahiauhana Me aas 
oh al=mosmaat-nahiaubatsit-baler-twa\salss dom cor- Lo bhate mu al-m-lererosaaher-nahianale maley's-] meshiccrs 
1d atom eo) (hi{-) are MeLMbI om Komco)alahalem- meley4Al—n 


YOU ace Frodd. 


Gandalf enters. 
,GandalF enters. 


VOL Go &s3st. 

You are Standing at the foot of 4a 
NaccoW bridge Which crosses 3 
bottomless chasm, At the other 
Sidé of the bridge i= an arched 
doorway tTACOUgGA Which Gleams Faint 
daylight. 

YOU CaN QO&as1, West and 
SOUTRWESt, 

Fuippin enters. 

Mercy enters. 

Sam enters. 

SandalF enters. 

The Balrog Jumps the fissure. 


PN oko)! (=) aM atom atl iKoyiiés aby om abicjalmdab covered aid al-maal-A-td bl.<-m iV Bn al-ime) mm Ukoyal| 
oh al bimiCom ol-mexoy abi ceyalt=ro men \¢-haelsmdal-meluhaat-b @eymda\-mer-haal-m oval Mal-mst-lbqelep 


this Christmas". Finally, The Lord of the Rings - Game One (for some 
idar-syoh ay UK=] hole lbhaalom wKolehy-mebkohammecom\sidau Mal-wal-)((o/ ciel) omoym dal-maciate meal 
Europe) hit the shelves in January 1986. As with The Hobbit and 

SY aT=) a (ole! om Ubhcod al=1l malo s{-r-baaMl(-lelolbhc-toMeoyic-iandal-moldal-) qm elolaccmm\andamdal= 
lag bhefahtenkeyaie-haemaWaatieg-lomic-) eslolam-naghianalembala-lelaul-Natae-bavemuat= 
@royaahaqkole(oyd-mol. mh ale Ms} 5\ Om inter comts-se-srolalme-l.ahalem-maceadal-) qaaleyaleal 

ie ldbhake mhaicom-lohtc-sanubha-sacMhantc-sahceyek- wham Uli cel ae 


si aXcmer-baa\-uom Wop qoealo)bl-mol-lol.c-lephalemhaleiublel-\o mwa sl-lel.concoluhalemcomdal-m.enhate 
AVE Nawab an \dqbosauay\i(cw-ba-mco)(om-lelolonmdal-m-\-1erohaem-le(-mo)m\/hlekel(-m.t-badabe-Batel 
1d al=mcey de phate moyimdal-m anale (Moya oleh) \(-salo\vacy-1b bdo) amd al-meyd-t- Lem aqt-l1\-s ey mdal= 
Saale date 1b game) im Kos doko) amey- leh ceyamel-1ee-hi(-romdal-mepacr-lmlar-ramanalefsaanieal 

@r-1 (=) ohahaqvoyan\salom cole lesauar-ler-heaksianealcm-osakcit-aicqyqqXcsqu@ey md alm enale mi \(-r-Nd-) 6p 
eNalom-Mepast-lan ic.) aco)iCon/\cs1o ms hal sab lolaley-Lbn geval’ i¢-mont(-tadabae))\sam- hale meals 
jahale meieuasecoyaqm auicmuhaver-yaley}mdatcmahonaat-bal.ahalemijel(ohbem kJbICCLUb an) \c-Kcmnal 
1ubhaamc](-ShaWohy moscow ham-ham-haalelbljame-halemdal-manalem-lihejel-\omucolaamabicmabater=34 
as he tried to swim across a river to safety. Several millennia later, the 
jahalem/\e-sw ole havemhameal-mahic-saloy\aDI-r- (ele) Mm Vi aloly-mevolekcsham-balemol-cieaaal-yale| 
Sméagol coveted his prize and overcome with jealousy murdered 
him. The ring, an abusive power, slowly ate away at the soul of the 
jokoo) men c=r- Nab ha-pmepatabatem abhaam-Namenabat-laonc-lluimcosatemmolonmcolauebcolelMunicm-havel 
he fled to the Misty Mountains where he hid himself in the darkness. 
It is here where the first Melbourne House game, The Hobbit took up 
1d alomcico) aiar- tw spl lelom-nalomantcmeaheac-i-)aMmoni\cNatc-yamereyaaley-bableyal-wa—sarecelenc-\el-re 
leh} md alow ah 4-b ae Mer-batek-10mml-tial a Lolo) osicosamy-(-1.cnalemcom q-leit- haa meal-medct- Tbh a= 
je coyaamsyaak- Lele mud al=mon¢-Veloanm as avecolenait-sanatemsyaat-t-le(o]mosam abicmlolonaal-y\amuat= 

s Yaa oi Kol allo Men g=r-Labn aoe aleni\mer-l (rom Grol tonaahm (o-jmdal-manalemcomssilelem-halemeyal 

1d alow ako)oloyhersms 4-468 44m CoM Ko) eo) oyicoyabe oy-l-1:1-16 msm Com a cole Lome abi-mat=yoal-anvar-nalel 
latoahe 


So, the scene was set for the start of Game One. Gandalf revealed to 

i spcololomdal-mar-1abha-moymedal-mahalem-halome-t).c-romahhaamcome(- 10 cohmimonmucaic-llenale| 
Vom .watccy alol=ll@-Nalemc\-1-).ahalemuatcm-lohtaler-moy m=] bao} ale Memo) al-moymdal-maahlesaia) minis 
abl t=yasmoy mo) (ovat ahd al M e{om e lo) oo) lame al-mol=tsle pals) acm aqt- lols d al-meK-(ork-so} am ce) 
t=. ¢ om Wo} €ol- Lo bed ob aU EJ aec16 ce) .<mcomnaht-sgeha-1ehalemeal-meyaxeshar-l@\sahau-sal 
material. As David Fielder had hinted at before, Melbourne House had 
[oX-{-) ame patc—saur- bake Lom blet—y aterm come) ahale mi Kell .ql-samcomdal-mecosaahelehanale miora-(-1 4) 
Wale Ubncolat-1l@-pgolt-uhal-1omcom@toa’Amaat-ler-VAba\-meat-imdal-shaek-cerh:sley alice) 

Sh aad el=1lbhsalsveyqq=moy ind alomoy ale phar-1MEcice)a@tdunal=tomic-Fome at- Lame o}-bamoymaal= 

jo) co)o)(=sqaehal MW Mal-m x-1lCo)/\cJahhom Osa Malm aahalem clole).dmicmaal-lmalo)a-mcolt 
happens! So, what we've done is take the basic goal - to reach 
Rivendell - and use the characters and basic situations [...] to create 
joy colo) t-saakcmiahdabhalmdatcm-lohtcsahqenqome 


so -t-Yi-m alopialercm-leat(-sauabnacsacmhahcomdalomer-haql-mr-Monanlopbl-m-bakemengelb hale te 

lo} c=t- 0, Gn ake MoLoh xe (en) \samen aha coreneleitola’meycolenc-haam’ic-Fwhalelielel-co mm msnaqhic-romcor-| 
smaller subset of puzzles and locations it was touted as a “beginner's 
at) ice) echo) ao) md al-manecjar-lohtc-sahauba-mmrcie-sauhalemnaMmdal-mr-haanlur-tary-igebatemeyi 
Meco) aanovar-lelt-melehacoy)\m'\sidal-maolenalem’\analolen\m-havem-Wepq-\-samelolo) amndal 
hals1G ab lel Gkosalsm-sqkecolbh¢-ler-1o mmo) (-hi(-) ecco o)e-leiGki-md alcsnar-lohiccyahaebaomaar-yeleyhatel 
J G1 UK obi a =o 4 0) (oy ab ake M—atd—s gta Koler- Nu ley almexo) | (—rorahate mo) e)(-\e1t-e- Bae! 
eroyaqhqahesanler-hehalem’\sidamdal-mold al) mel at-nc-Kot-) ccmnamedal-mer-haal-mmy(—t- lol ahbae meat 
fo foy- MMe Vow cole RO AtA=] Aimcle eH he falenkovayte-baeMmhmm’colbm-hicoske(-omdal-m c-naloloyaal ats 
appearing Black Riders. If you did get stuck, then a help system was 
hqQolubloX-1o pm ob hand ahisw oless\-(o mm ol-yaat-helsmdal-m aqkess1me hbaalers lim elbbyAC-meymdal- 
entire level. Paradoxically, typing HELP, as directed by the 
baksjuqbCeiuleyalaat-hahor-lemaal=yq-1h\aey cole heler-iem-me(-) a=) scomm DIO}\\ Mim 3} nancy Sn a 
1q=1s) oLe) ahs{-mam als more) g q=loimereyaqhaat-Nalemsaslepbbh ayo mm-\omaalsauaceyal-vomhalmedalse-loraer-le 
intro game itself, was HINT. The clue system was particularly useful 
sVdalsvaMeatahalemcom-tYor-}el-mdal-molib iol al-twoymdal-mst-bace)ieali ale salm(tjol-rerr-llats 
Koy and aKoss\-m 0) F-AY(<) ecw aKol apr Naqbier-bani\ahdaleM alo x-1ko))\aclahy omoymdal-maanatem elolo).qmr-| 
(oxo) oh} Meyma’ J ahkodaMar'c-tomhalelublel-rom Vand almdal-mer-baal-) Mm Malm auhaharciehoyelul-romn rtp 
msyhalemolb hams (-y'aDiohaamDl-7cq'aiDlolur-halom m-sat- lim al-ljomicolbmme- hale moyalatgoynate 
|b al RO) Poy as D) =. 4,0 Gand atom olt-hig-sanitcolelce ml ol-ma-11e1b(-10 ml ohiam Keoyaams sleyaaler-Kenlt 
Nake Ml ol-m-Ne)](-mcomecoyahunahelomdal-menel-tie 


Yom \dat-hend alsa moymdal-mablim-lohic-salaon c-Fes hacm:) 0) Uhashalcomaycomel-baccmecic-bauhale 
s/Yahd qin alow aloyt(-1m-)0) 0) cel-\olaloyal ol-shalem-lo)(-mcokel aleles\-m’\sahlolameymudalomaat- hha) 
je) col e-Kefoyabisiecwena me aX-mer-haal-mcomero)ahuce) bmsidal-) alan colelommcy-ba0m aa hejoyhameye 
1A =3 ga emo) abn’ COLU com’ \a k=} aMmeroyahece)lubalem-llmcoleham\U(-1lelolbhaak-mnleleki-mat-(o| 
fohakephat lini mcenics1o make aMmealcmlol-t- o}m<y ba halt=s4-leiWhi{-mor at-b¢-(oit-) ym oon mer 1-16 
1d ql=shar-baqloyhulolamol-lel.qohbhabavemel-yic-](ojesaal-sqlempamdal-m-1alemcolonenavemeal= 
feature as the ‘first ever multi-player choice" adventure. Of course, 
this claim could be disputed, with several earlier games such as 
1982's Xanadu Adventure for the BBC Micro, or CRL's 1984 

feoxoy aay ol-1GnGai(omer-haakom ko) and al =m @ior- ay Malou Or-1bh\-\-me) m Oi al-lok-m-llmeyaiciabale meals 


fo} oj eloyaabhabhgimcom olt-hiar-F-waaheliahol(-melat-ba-le1t-sacmm \ (oarcssad al) (-1}sMn hese Gan aaley ce 
‘ohm. me phaahaantel.q@epaic-yqmuar-lmdal-mer-haal-meveleice ml ol-meceyqahel(cic-1omonimelt-h\ranalem-| 
shake |(omod qk-ba-\o1t=) atmo] 0 hand al- more) aler-yo) my o}cedrale-lomeleyelblr-bar-balemi\(omcr Amd ala 
tebaalomccrol ahabkeLel-mhamold aly ar-lontccsalabnac-twenaleluelobhaleme@lColer-lmsleyaanic-Ncoecme mals 
Magician's Ball, Colin Jordan's Famous Five [see Issue 06] and Mark 
Cantrell's Diablo! [see Issue 04]. Switching between characters was 
shaqhe) (smn ahd aie atcmo)(-hiccsamcstclo uh ale mr Wl} 1 @1@)\U 0 oat dol al-be- leit) @ meres aabaat-balel 

| Ko) => ¢- 04) 0) (=a 5} = OO) UH tl CO) DL OMel al- bale (-s-m co mereyalede) Mdal-mal-scemeymeal= 
story. The currently selected character was shown in icon format 
(daXoybKesamey-lolhtmobe-aiiaa)m-iandal-mco)jemeymdal-mal-t-ldaial-ilomelelmciot¢-i-)amellsje)t-hia 
Ib hCod alc bale Mabicmol=tcs le pals) go) eo) c-romcom-savo))imdalow-Vohtc-sauabha-mbbabnoltonnatem-Fs 
1d atom o}-le(-tsoymr- Mm olole).@mn \andamdal-moibhaa-) aha loler-laleyammecoyaaye)(-1¢-myiaidamepe-helable 
Wako molqtyor ay olekovamantagiac-yalhal-ham-1(-\er- hala e)ce)eloyauleyat-lmicyalgmejamdal-macoyalt 
jey-Ke(opmr-bakemd alow. lex-tsmoymdal-moldal-yaualeoloyhecm-savo))\sqm@-iandalcm-ske(-moymadal= 
screen - the top page if they are present in your location, otherwise 

id akoaarci nh oll o}-lol.audabgelelesaidal=melelo).@ 


a aX—m oy-N espn ale mc-rolabake)(oreai am bale luryammdat-nmer-lolont-om hau Welw leejelim ir ts 
yaqdol=lekclaXsrom-ler-hhau- bale Mepatc-taur- Mabon adal=y aqat-0.<-coh¢-sam \VBhvol al-]l@c1eahe)el-re 
oy-Yor aad al-mabnate1skoyar-lenn'maceyaamsya(-y4 (olor ar-balem c-aiaisit-10 md al-micorer-lelblt-laye 
loX=sKohqomaat-tonatemhaaheyconiccsaat=yqhecwm hum c-it- bh alco meow a-y ol hela leyal-lmeyal-meyme als 
most capable and complex parsers created for an 8-bit system; 

jess at-y olsme (-1auhatem- lel loss\-mcomsqar-icelabhatemdal<mcie-halek-haemc\-1ale)\ a han Koleroyaai- Fs 
sTVe- Roum oLesst<y lo) (=a ha Wr- Mot- Fsts1-1 0 Xo td OF- Aci -10 ere ha alcmam Mal-meve) ahic-yact-1eko}aMm—sale sR aXCMN\C-FS 
onic dat-hbl tare par- hale mere) aah o)ic.@ri-3 auosqlerst--bave Maal liane) (-mhalsieqbceruleyal-meve)e lel 
| oX=m=9 aX =34=10 Ml Ohi MUSH ale ms oh a=) olo}-shu lo} akspuel ar-beabnalemeroyaqhaar-balelmiisidaWs¥\ EDP 
eNakomoy}mbaveliblobhave mabllm@-ice) ors 


haley al-d lolol emdalom-haqkelesaumo}mene-lelahkerwmi\c-km aslo lb lero mene l-m com dala 

sh qXos dct- Fs{-16 MSV Amos me hale /bhJale- bale mey-IC-haler-romi\aidamdal-mal=l-10m ko) aaaleya= 
s1(<4 d olols1-ml (olet- ha keyamel=s\ouay olaleyal-mmha adi ales wml al-mepe-he) ahlermcolo).ar-! 
(oo) 0) ol-sabakepur-baXei’\¢-34-mevoyaaye)(=1c-1himeyaauhaccye ma geyaame)-hama’comosmual-mer-aqlce 
PaWat=s and alow lovey abKom haat: le (1 o) am Malo elo) e) o}Lemedat-w aqieve mileage: haley amos d= 

oh Est-Wo)olroynahabate hia oy-bsskom- haem (oyi\sn c-tsMan sue am- Misa \mcyhaahel Mmebe- hi isamcsat- lel 
Wale (Nae (omcl (Veh molmaalcr-nabhave i (=1\;meve)(olbh@exe)i(ejel-\emolambam-Wir-leib(-m-3aKe)amice) 
add more detail. As with its predecessors, Mitchell continued to 

Kol a akon Carole tomdal-meg-lol-brosmmol-ia/cci-saMt-o.dm-n alo mene-le)ahkerwecie-Lenale maar. he 

1d aC-mm uh aquitcyemer-her-osh a! Mme) mst oy hal o}-Fs\-10 ms aq bos col-mme (o\-sJ am mr-li Ce) Mb mcomele 
justice to both”. 


| Wa ro) a\-moymnd aX-m-\oht(- ahabha=mc1t-baecw hal st- lem ss alo Mn \sal-sq-m an colelomubalolce-mael= 
iecoyaamer-bavek-lemdal-m'\\hh2- hae Rm kaphaljeqbloiecmdal-micolbhale ma leloloynancomagt-l.¢om al-Foic= 
for Rivendell where he is to seek the help of Elrond and warns Frodo 
Kon t-0.c—m oy-N ae lee l(-Naet-ba-mbam-hicoylonhatemedal-m=](-\or.al.qlol—sacmy\dalom-ba—maxe)) moval 
his scent. From there, we are whisked from Hobbiton, across the 

Sy CcNANORVAy Van alom ,eatc-s @meyaMcomd al-mcololdahilkMosmealcm Jib (-mi/Kolehale-Hhatse- bale! 
rVoscolctomnd alow 0] (-BhabsMoyms ss ar. foley mcomdalomi\aidahyie-bhavel (=m .Ghi¢-s am @paler-- (oi gessts 
alow a htcoy gun d al- Moxey qahel-habko)atmor-Fctsmdabcelecelamdal-menq-r-1Mali\(ololel-1amer-lioe- bate 
into Bree where they encounter the mysterious Strider in the 

pap lel-se-halauase-balerhave ms coyahimbahamm\ahdalslugle(-) acm al-iiommdalom-Loat(-yahaoncomudat-yal 
passes by the fortress of Fornost, and onto the banks of the river 

Ibhd aX=shd X=] Gem d atom abn adal=y gqaQolsimt=t-l1c-seqmcoler-haloyameyamedal-mer-haql-maat-lomm ke 

fo (1mm cod aXom-saXe Mad ali q-ucM1o) aqomo)- Fs} om oleyAunate mr-Mmcol@olmolbhauhaleméahbalers 
baksyo (=m of-\ol.q of- lol ¢-yur- MaK=saXe bisJaleaal-V4-m- bale m-ham=yaleolonalt-sanitahdalm Koyaal 
|sXoyaatey- (oul eaqvoya-mhabrek-yoldamdal-vameat-mel-\ephanal=) acm (-a1¢-10R-balem- Mylo (-bre lb (-11t 
with an old wizard dressed as a monk. 


Ai al—mepe- ho) aborsta (-13-m o}- hammer comms qhioraler-Hamel-melt-hic-1e Mm lsnd akolehmeroyahanaheenate) 
s Vand aime aX-mcr-Aicclo Mo l-Ne-Macoyaqmdal-mabe-imer-haal-madako)blelamiolomcol-mhanic-yalcoats 
Wale Md aX-Moroyaaher-Banloyatslqby oMe}msle ae (-sanko)arcyoyaal-ma-t-ls\o)a) mmaal=r-Balel=vas 
1dqbqo)blolaMdat-mi co)ltslat-auecw-hale Mkesaekcmd atoms} auenal-saMaghtc-) al (ontsjoy-lcelauhalemdal= 
15] C- Yoda e Ke (-yacmnalmd aX=m 0) coler=-3<) Mone ae lm al-mepa-t- Lal k-limeym An geyavemhal 
Rivendell. It is a tense and nervous affair, especially after the 

Kolb hale l-huloyameymd atom x-1iko))\acsaby om- las seatc-vatel=]lm-bavemdalcmr-Wihbha-moyameat-melunnks 
of Caradhras. The suspense heightens when the players delves into 
1d alsmodt-hbk10 ce) 0) qo) o}Kom aat-A-m ko) aaaX-1o mn co)aaid alo MW \/hhat-tsmoym\/Koyar- me hace aloladal= 
INE VAcrblmdat-lar-ba-meatcmaqt-bhaMdabacr-lmhamdabicw-\-(eigleyabmolbia- ls ey- thao) mo)aqbnalelers 
fo fKoyi\ahake M-a\(crwbamdalomcsat-lo lon ism at-laco)lCoymdal=mor-baaia\satssa-aic-3 ane al-a me (op 
si alow-Koat(cyahquudom-satekcm ol-atcoyalomedal-myololeksmoym Moldalvolal-yam-Hitcsar-Maakci-10h ale) 
Vand aid aXcm-1hiccyqlme[bl=\-samer-It-lebal-le 


Unfortunately, Rings is not without its problems. There is a liberal 
ihal=yq 0) qz1t-Lokoyamoymdat-M-a1¢-3alesMoy md al-m ololo) em halelublonhale m\-a1¢-34-] Mel at-be-Keitss es 
NalemColer-ialolalsmeba-hi\sqmecosaaMloycome-idal-yandat-NaMiccydey-luhaqgmegosaamdal-meKoll.al-yal 
Xp ate Mass qom Row- Co) Moy mm’ \c-Balel-vahavem-bcolenalom@hamecolahuc-limcomdal-mulesant 

(eo fsrolepg-he) ahime) am Mal-w a Ko)o)o)iame-balom-Mmeroyaahe)(-1c-] him eloynalal=tsiomy-leis eval 
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THE MAHOGANY 
131 OO) (G7. 0s} =m C10) ts: 
WEST 


argcpamdakololes al s{-r-baam-halo mad abley om \{Whcod al-llmacaiiacelc-medal-mey al-14(eler,¢ 
FXohtcssqhubhacm=y alephalsmmolbletsw-bakemaal=saqkeye-lollcm-saal-saer-salale\-sar-hislolebas 
baual=yq-yqhqncomda-mo)alephat-lmer-naak=s:wa-sqar-Whal-vomm a coyaamel-shalem-lol(cmcomce) ll 
Sy-haaosemdal-molbbum alienate manhaqm@-lmdal-e-jc-hamo)mdal-mor-baal-mucomat-niahalel 


You are Frodo. 
Frodo can go east and south. 
Sam enters. 


Frodo goes east. 

Frodo ics at the top of a tall cCliff 
in a Prange of dry hills. Frodo can 
S@®ee® a gnarled twisted ald tree. 
Frodo can go north. 

Sam enters. 

Smeagol enters. 


Frodo ties the smooth grey rope toa 
an, 
Smeagol sneaks off into the bushes. 


Frodo tries to roll Sam north but 
Frodo can’t. 


Frodo rolls Sam over the cliff. 
Sam lands with a juicy splat. 


Jabhaate-\ac-\ol.q@auhaaks(-1hmmo) ap aat-V.qhalemd alow s)(-Vol.ql ele (=) a- ell M-r-\olameldal=ya 
FNaloms alejejosnatemhahvomi oles aoyy'aal oy-\el.qo}-lol.ar-halomol-rerosaahhale mbantalsiel(-y 
id alomoroyaahel(=>aha)meym\(=)ceyaha.¢- Wl (-lol (=) hcMod ath e-Koit=) a gol (=tmosac=y al 

qe OLUCalo MB haMdak-mbnal=y.qel-\ouccrom at-ye)el-sabhales 


J cNOlM Glo lomr\c-Komedat-bae (rom ahdamenalonhalem-balomubenatemdal-\:\-molbletw-batel 
recounts some of his favourites oddities: 


sD WaX-w abate mi\aq-uhdalsmellor\-mhamo}aldal-walo)o)eyhecwe-halemoyal-moymedal=s4aMcr- has 
mihi (cmokcme atom ahaletMmclom Monto lm Mal-m\\/he-bhdaksm-lac-lel.<-rom-nahicoparcmi\savom at-lol 
idalomahale pr bale mdal=sqmcole).qiimoynmdal-shael-t-\om eloloh\ ancien hm’ (olbmIUlimenle! 
Aswad aXsavar- bs} .¢\emr- bake Mer hic-md alm abate mcomeya\-m’\e¢-bidaMmdal-moldal-ie-myco)bicel 
EMU abbaam-bavem-lae- (ol. qshem hun !oolcomunlesaim@el-Vol.em-nalom-ac-salabr-linmontcn 
PawaXo)dal-saniiag- tidal’ cooltome-l.c-mdal-m abate pe-halemdal-moldal=)ecmi\colbllomedal=yal 
attack that one — etc etc. So you just stood back. Finally there 
s1\co}bICom l= mo alomcje-Vere (=) hale pm o}-hat-s aie’ )\e¢-bid aM (-saumn Colo m-ie-l 0) ol-\o mh um Kole) .¢ 
|oy-Yol aid alsmahaleme-balomytc-10.q-1o mm \c- hia Malsm mon aMan\c-fomeat-landak-mol-t-lo mac bad abs 
cob lCom-ye)el=r-bar-haoldal=yauhantssatc-ltcwhameal-mer-haql=m ol-let-ROkomd aly) an\(o9 a> 
You gy o) Caro m Com Coloygamdahacr-ic-sannate) \imo)am abllice)o):M-1vemmcvom’ ole colbllemst-1— 

1d al=¥qq lta Lbnemdal=y'anr\covolce miu ilmol-m\ianatemdal-sa-mel-r-Vom-hale monat-le)(-mve) 
aqk-l.dom-bahtar- (oe leyalse 


Ae a\~) a ph al 3)4-\-a Mo (-1os Kol-\om Com ol lmdal-my\a¢- bid acm aloyact-\omdat-Lalat-lom-ll| 
|oX={=9 alm ob nanhal-Mcje-lo)(-mw M alow i h¢- Bhd akc .¢-\-yom-he)el-r-bahale mio) adal-ma-imeyi 
idalomer-baalomaa'ahale mcokel al-F:{-m\co)s Mam ol hand a\-aimeor-h alas aalent(- ol-ler-RORiomd alana 
| ake) as\-1s- 8 @omeK=t-lommslomZolb mnie. Halei=sanoy-tsjandal=saabal(ct-hranalemedal=yaq) 

You qst=olquhale mmate-Vabmaqholtcmr-bavemoatahalemcomitolemdal-shael-t-lomaalelenalece 


3) The best bit of idiocy was a simple one. In Bag End at the very 
1 ¢- ba moymdal=mer- ba al=emn\colb mo) ol-qmbN OmtZo10 8 al oy- lol .qol-lol.ome (im halsylol-mhar-batel 
close it. The game then lets you travel happily about. Minions of 
1d alomok-hd.ql ko) do mer-babalelm@c\-{-m Zo) bem ol-\er-Nblsi- ms aloldauhale mor-bamci-(-mhalcon-! 

fol Cols{<1o Moco) ahe-Whal=) emrsle Mamma G ¢hiC-1 m9 bolo l(-mat-Sadalenalr- lm sy-le Men (ob 

oxo) bhatol=yom- Iovate moronitaamdal=maoy-lok-pmales ahaney-\sian,ehalem\ha- Wid alsMecy-bicw- bs 
houses! 


7) @) a Weems bala d al-w-A atom-atom) comer-baql-mmaaleyalsic-vecmiolellomelomisat-leoni=) 4 
piLolb co) (om d al-saamconelommcyomomsy al-1co) oll e}-lol.cmi ole mhalvol-Mece)aal-) eau iersi 
msy- hig Coles) al=1(o) ole (om ale) adabmavoyad alin’ \(-\\amim- have mJ al-m/\olel(oms\olemolnn 
This worked for every monster in the game. Golden! 
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1Voyi\e-baeksmdal=m=y alo moymdalcwunec1m oy-haun/\sa-s4-mke) a-NcelenalemclOmabbaat-mico)bmlerit 
type FOLLOW STRIDER. Paul Kidd's writing put prose front-and- 
otsyaheqom baud alomer-haq\-eur- bale miu (-1 (Cm hale- Ml (olmeymlelet-lekolarmiaheamcyoyaal= 
excellent descriptive text. Unfortunately, there is plenty of poorly 
Vaghac-saMmone-lome-balemenacr-batar-bave melon \sabalesahant-ielesat-lolt-mevoyalc-vane 
including a cave with a scrawled "Bilbo Woz Ere" message. Computer 
(@F VaaX=samaat-ler-VAba\-mic-lse)al-moymaalsmaat-Nahime)endcsiecm com ore abhemelamdal= 
ohblesKolorsmahonaalolenar-navemaahi-jiecole(-vom-hat-Kelahgeyabl-saql-wubameyal-mcoler-Lalelameal=ic— 
ES. os Co) 110 MOK =ss(on al ello M- tomok-hakerhale mcomdal-maalbl:jlomolm-halmen ales d-ro ble) him lelere 
heavy metal orc band" which it said was more akin to Fergus McNeil 
than Professor Tolkien. 


SE NOUUAY YUU i at-vae Me Vaant(clommdat-mer-vaqt-w-liq--lohtmbateliblol-toMe claire hacen nal 
LEV Coto bEaalopphah ale m-\) coy col-wmr-Hale meld at-1 ai Koraiatm aa'ad alo) qlicyqal- wm Mal-Me ski qe) 
data avhave m/c. tomel(-r-Hahiacom al: \i(-e- Ww Koll a{-yaM-1q@e) Ml ole) al-1-Mm o1bim com ql- Ai, -Bcvey qal= 
for haatyaqhenqalolenmmabnabquiqvemdqhcojeledaimdal-mdqinalemmcromdal-La (irl dar Lal m<-) ola hal 
qavh aXe Mm Mat-hoyorlytmexoraisaleenc-lomqahimey aq MavlaMeemoyat-yaM@anlelel-ial- Cm dal- lance) 
would nowadays call ‘easter eggs’. 


The game's most obvious Achilles heel was undoubtedly its parser's 
processing speed. A slow response time in adventures was beginning 
to be seen as unacceptable by players, particularly given the speedy 
jok=sakoyaqat-baler-moym-haqt-Ntc1bh m=y nko) accmoycelolble-romblyhale mole) cmel.<-m Mel-m@erlIp 
Rings’ reactions to inputs were sluggish at best bogged down with 
dalomoy.au¢- mo) coler-tt-shale manaal-mopm-hoje)\ahatem abl(-1-mcomcelebage)(-hic-lelt= 

jo) Col e-e foyabasjecwe- hale md al=men'{-saa\-r- lomo) matey ates e)t-hic-1e](=mel at-be-(oit) a0 


[Paul] That parser sure was fernicketty! [sic] The guys were trying to 
qat-V.coMmdat-hmevolel-moloe- Mole imc Kmorg-laqimaqielelamolerjaunalemeat-laciqid(-mey i 
game to its breakpoint, tech wise. 


Oyatedal=mer-baat-Mcomr- Leh ated abe iUK-lleloleh gato Ko) bh-6-ml ad mols) oy-Nauaak-salmnyiccsalasnalce) 
overdrive. Melbourne based artist Ian McCausland, famed for his 
Kore) ah Kom ho AO lm aah b iss om olols1U-) 4m Ke) ma \coyd (omc. baale lets colel a oy-halol-pme(=t-shepat-re 
idalomcieal.@halem-\ontc-iauk\-yqqlssaumr- bale ml olor a@r-haaiKcr- lub hanatem-Mc1a/dul\-1om \t-4e 161 
jokey gal=moyoloy am abicmsic-i-1e mms Mal-molibhdel oscolel(-nhaal-ro mm aW Muly CoM Min Malom-t-lel-ani 
awaited sequel to the fabulous classic The Hobbit is now available" 
Wale mop ceyaabhs-romd at-luw no} come) mdalem drach Mer-I¢al-m Osat-mat-\om-balme-liceyabisiabnate| 
piLoler- le) blk-batamenec-ie) an lercm-halomaako)q—m (oler-Lexosarcmeat-bamicolemeroleliomnaat-lephal= 
jeoXoyst-31 0) (= wid MaXow Veale elena} 5] @m-halom @reyaqhaalole ley c-Mor-mati-) asLoyalce- Ba ahi(-lomnal 
March of 1986, all three receiving a disk-based version that speeded 
1bhomcoy-lohhalemanaal=tcw-nalemen'{-yqer-baal-muatom(-l ele) ace) eism al-\-10m col a>] (ol-lom-m ahelel— 
amount of data from cassette whenever you died, or wanted to 
restart. It was a return to form with the game's box, and perhaps one 
of the best packaged games of the 8-bit era. Two cassettes came 
beautifully presented in an oversized video-cassette sized clam case, 
‘eroyqqhel(a1comn Vand alr mere) eh\ mead a\-man ej anico)ibbaal-meymeKell.ol-sakcmuagllolreny am Mal 

al Noy iVes ahh eomey md atom aah ale mm hunt \c-tom- oy coloheKeimeymudal-meler-yaleshalemol-t-lmdat-laar-lol 
| oX={=) asi 6 gb Kel aa iahdalmd atom oblolbtsjal-yar-balome-lel-lil-\om-fommeal-molcunaat-ltcm anhalt 
book". At £15.95, Game One was hugely expensive, and one of the 
foxoysjdnt=tsie sted oy hae Na alssmoymr-limaenaalomm \(oarcoyadal-](-1\Me hao blohamemeleh@eyal 

fekoy aksjbhaaX=y a:par- bale msnamdal-mevosaqhbatemi\¢-1-).¢:@-Nalemaateyaleatcmiasaat-Whale-Shal-ro re! 
1a coyale mcs aXo)/\ahale mbamdal-maaheluensiey aaat-lmcy-l(-1melar-baace 


| hale aX-m qa\ro bt. Wand aX-ma-let—yola ley aim’ ic-lwaqhe creme leh@er-vac-bealatal a anlen om \Ghvelar-it| 
1d aKolecesahanhanr\c-tom au icmol-ss1mr-Lohtc-squdeng-mcomer-lc-mmc=llehalem wojelble-ham@royaayelonanate; 
AVNCered <a hya- hand aXomssaeMoymvl-halet-bavanhclolomeat- lar aqieve jm’ \- lee atom ol-simdabnale ml iatc—) 
(c Coy aXomk- haved oc-yae-healhya bem inda\-mol-\jar-loat(-salabia-mer-haal-misK-]leloleh@alom sKkolbht~ 
has released.’ Popular Computing Weekly was Rings most voracious 
1bhe) eloyatsyami\ahdamdal-maat-ler-VAbal-e-mevolaqhaal=sanecm-balom lolengat-lekjelemeecolc=ss 
featured in advertisements for the game. Game One was "the most 
YoatccNalex-vommoy ale nhar-l@- hale mnahicolarahalem-lohic-sqldeha-mrcolemy\alim-atc-yamele-himemdalsais 
tc bKe Mar- Wale Mma/Vahd alo) eas ol-(-) aun aM=) aahsMo}mcievo) el-mmnaat-lenhar-Leloyal-hale| 

ibahico) \i=saal=sqhemaWeellom-jekel.<-) ar-loloyaal-romr-1-s ag ol-lel.¢-lenbakemitaiual 
"ADVENTURE GAME OF THE YEAR’, awarded by the readers of the 
aak-\er-VAbalcn 


(Cfo} do Cohan k-baali-jameym @rosaqheleic=) mer-haal-yar-lepast-romd at-Laphanr\c-Fow VK] lelelbhaat= 
House's best, and said Rings was “a flawed classic maybe, but a 
classic nevertheless." Steve Cooke, the White Wizard of Zzap!64, 
EMIVechae (rome al=mer-haalcmstoy eure bale mct-Nlomdat-lame-ler-haqacesaamd a\-molecer-k-sKopar-lmelblep 
Ee eo) b hale me aqh\é:\-1bml ol-cocoyaahnale maaloyacm-havemaaleya-mpanicolar(-1ombaMeKell.ai-sams 
Yo) glo mum Obabioyaubhat-Ne-latgmn'\(=1i ten c-ts) ol sveatcrom-Lohtc-squabnaomc=le(-yalom holahimnyalener= 
Jol bNUC=rom atom olonavelal=1-wy.Wit-) au abc habur-lmr-hicelene-lolt-mevoyaahaat=)alecmyisalsvameen act 
joyaoarakoa)Vabake maalomahd(-mmalome- he) am cola-mdal-mer-baqi-mcomclaha-lokcm-l-).cnaemi sant 











WN oXo)' (<1 argo) aa (since dled ahem a-Lelal GKokommulo)aall sk-aiic-¥aom-Nale lm \Co)acoyal mb abic-) @ 


is K-11 ofo) bh a al-w e Ko)br-m-b aXe Ml ad aul uh om \/ Buel al-1l@cy-(-100mcom ol-mpnat-le)(-mucol(<t-haal 

1m coyaamd alomC=tstYo) alswoymaalolel-saam-Vonic-saudeha-melcolenc-haahaanhale Mal wK-mes ah aKent{-\ol 
sh (Kod oy i= ua aKo}s} 0) al=) c-M-H alo MLB LS) ol-\oumecolon hale Mumm hd al-4-1 im Fm alo» cobh\-m ie) 4 
Koyks1Ghale Moyalmdal-m olblo)ulom-jo lel am el-lolhimereyaler-saic-rommel-lolhymoyelene-naqhaalcvel 
joyC=rer-moy im able) oyk-jaur- low oy ge Moy melo aq lace wm eropaXel ible hhale maat- lames K-]lelelbhaat= 
House should take a look at Fergus McNeil's Bored of the Rings [see 
S) olooynhale mey-NUhaoyamoloycolehdmmsimdal-aiaitolel (om bl.¢-mcom\-1-m ale))\a- me abi- 
Syahdahoncsr-bsjar- hale m@ovaller-hahumeycolenc-haahaa\=sar-}0)e)cel-Vola=somd aloe: ht .am 


In the end, Hamlett was probably closest in his assessment of the 
for-haaKomm Wacol aC-1lmr-Halomc-r-baaMn\(-1¢-mevos ance c-Nhal-rom eh’ mdal-molelenalel-Nal-me} 
cassette-based text adventures. The sluggish parser and turn 

joy colexsrsshale Mi ic-FomeaKomer-haaloecmollanaat-Nccmolos sabre limi sieamdalomact-Lenclhymcilonis 
(©) AUK o} stad opie aak- (or abhal=cmcje gore ce luhalemcomevejel-mitsivam\(eyd.diel-(e mo} 
sqak-bak- le phate maahelcuheltqmoycole-lerosauljecw-bakem-lohts-balet-1o mm alo} atayelt-hig-sarelat-ba-leits4 
ruleset. 


a aX -s\—m (fod aha ber. lmrs}-1b(-mopalaraabiesalucesait-reomeal-m-\—rot-ltcm-havemer-hiiolnhalemelrole 
It's telling that Peter Jackson, the New Zealand film director, 

jo} cole hoKel=) aur- bate MYoua=i-sani\aaht-samel-hadicromi\ahdameal=m-y-naqlom ey- leah alem ege)e)(-yaal 

id atonal ak- Com elt-kegbioremaal-mialol-voler-haalomisal-vam alomiisc-low-hacssaahelenavemcem-\er-helt 
atom eo} demoymdal-m .ehavet-maalcoleatar-kmer-baal-\spamul-\ol.¢clo)amcy- be mil Kol l.al-samer-hic-Manks 
characters a fairly leisurely journey - I don't mean the length of the 
jLolbhaat=y'qmoleiane-lda\-sandalom(-lol.qloymene-baat-1ulom«-salsjle) abst) ol-resr- 10h) me) aore 
suhiccyato(-1lem eyandal=m aqkenal-t yun (om Nat-lol com aat-l.comaalolente-leleyalse- menadc— 

luke saitcsar-bakemaqvosa-mubae(-salem 


Melbourne House's Rings suffered from the same lack of suspense, 
sVand arc Nahiancci-1uh ale Moymceya-lolelobhave mo) ar-nabal-ia)maceyaal ol-shavem olbhe-ib(-1o moa Mal~) 
Black Riders, washed away by the overly lengthy pause in between 
oxoyaqhaat-baXetsmaul-\ol.ecoyamcmuleaamolucnaat-iu>)\iapaat-bat-le (som tomes q-r-htom- nal 

hua ales: ol al=34-Moym =» 4 el-(oar- haley amp al=) alco) bkcsalst-}sear- Halo me al- Wied osnenatem o}a=sst1b8 dom 

Mi aXomer-baqtsmaX=arc-s@ret-1uhic-yqcromd alomcy-baaksmor-Ler-m-n atom i=i-1enalemeymer-hale(-) aie)e 
the player. You never felt like you were only one step ahead of the 
Jauehahecsqcm-lowaicole meableker-romr-lelosaolerihiad an gelelesamdal-mt-halorsyer-}ol—m 




















PaXMeK=atc=1 Ko) ohaakssahmero}aahaa=sqler-1o mo) ame al-mc1-(ereyalemer-haq\-mmlUK-]lelelbnaal= 

|e Kolb E{- MO GUI F-bat- le phate ms Din q-yeice) em GI -[o)ni wK-r-1d ae aaont(-\omo\i(-van cond al) 
IRE iss 6 coy anlomescolehom\shdamealcmc-saqhimoym—y qer-halonhalemuat-melblole(-1malelbhy-Es 
fo} ef-s ¢-huleyampaicomaellGxesaler-remer-baal-\cmy.Uaid al-mabba@ameyimdal-maQ-\)\ani(-1-) @ 
IUK=1i elo) bh a alow we Kelbioma Ve Fo ab aaloleba=tom com ol-mnamahat-halesl-1mehsenlelblual-tmolctyeyice) 
14=9 ole) geome at- hand al=sh ag oy cole hb Keiesw-\ererelonalt-16m Ko) a ROy/moymdal- MUN. @er-haaQsts 
market in 1986. Alfred Milgrom entered into negotiations with Frank 
ieK=yaqat-baMmonha-(e1coymoymisk-l1¢-squqoyabkomcomc\-]|mdal-mOl.@-Naqame)mdal-molelelitslal-1e 
hal -0) qbr-b aim Reo Vane atom olUhaedat- Tomi \c-boe- bab alolebaker-10 Mm \aidalalelbr\-mevejanale| 
the Mastertronic Group just over £1 million. 


“Naomi and I will retain our interest in Melbourne House Australia,” 
qo) Whalqrom Ubi le ngolaamcom e)elelt-han@reyaaholehebate ms (-\-1.dar amma) (-m-baomsyhaahel ats 

Xo Uhhake md aomON @reroyaqhor-Nahvanyiahdam’\/ahtelaln’\(-m all move) ahahahec-mcomat-hi(-m-mellol\= 
alk Lakes aksi aby OMB \/E-bd.¢o1 anatomy \/R-hat-le(-y al ¢-Kol at] DY-htak=tc@-b aleme@l-val-ya-1| 
Manager Martin Corrall were both reunited with format boss Geoff 
Heath under the new stewardship. Heath was keen to emphasise that 
the sale would be as seamless as possible, telling Crash Magazine in 
Issue 39 that "Melbourne House will retain its own identity. We will 
lol=m ¢- bisphaXe md aX-mevoyaayoy-bahia o}coyaltcm-halom=yarjonahale meat. lund al-m eo) colonb lola ice-ls 
exciting as possible, but it will remain a separate entity from 
IR-Koit=) au coy ab Lom hunt) (oy alam ol-m o} cole hbloshatemojblole(-1mand(-1ye- hale mi/E-b1¢-yaugey ance 
iV} alae ol-mefoynate mab lime) alec hamat-lw- MC) ag hekomd-)olbhc-luleyabe-havemi(-mhali-salemce) 
keep it that way.’ 


| oy aul s{cr- bq alesXo} aa’ \c-ba-yan alo) mm haXeliece(-10 mbaMdal-m<t-1(-Mmd a\-m (o}st:o)m- mel lels\-1 hi 
FNUbK=ro Melb ho)nisjal-samaqk=r-Nanendat-Namd aly’ mat-lomcomel at-baler-meat-myis-himdar-imdalcamontol 
Jo) bEsshaX=ssoam aX oatan ale m Coy ale (=) mak-\oMmGal-mosd-t-Loat(-miac-i-lolo}aale- have Mecoyalege)mey'(- 
1d alomer-baal-tcmdal-avaa aks} alco com aar-0.q-m- bale me aX-sh amo} cole ho Koraloyal-iol al-renb itt 
s7Ycoybi Co mat-hic-mcom-licsyar- bale m-loylbriancon ol-shale m-\(e)d.an ke) aod ali comclaeLenlon 


[Paul] There was a sudden paradigmatic shift. Kaftans vanished. 
Sake ple Moyunlex-B-1u qbloabha-B- he) el--h-10 Mac -\-Midlon'\mey mle (-r- Fir Keay olt-Lor-l0 ml ents 
Koy gaat-lmaatr-1uh ale tyme qla{-re mcm Galo)! mir Hale ml ah(-ve-laelahi@meyelelel-ralh'g 
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management were all awarded titles based on the movie industry. 
The income gap dramatically widened. The ‘men in suits era’ began. 


The impact of the changes would cause lasting damage to the 
development of the Lord of the Rings trilogy. House had originally 
planned to release the sequels around twelve months apart, each 
bundled with a copy of the relevant novel, and with the same eye- 
catching packaging of the first game. Before the next game was 
started, to the surprise of everyone at Beam and without a whisper in 
the press, Philip Mitchell (the superstar programmer and the face of 
Melbourne House and its mega-adventures since the inception of 
The Hobbit) left the company. 


With their new owner Mastertronic closing monitoring development 
schedules and costs, this ambitious goal was unlikely to be achieved, 
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especially with the loss of a key member of the team. 


[Paul] I don't know why. He seemed to move into more of company 
management as the company began its first changes. He also moved 
on to do many of the arcade-style titles. He may have been stuck 
working with parser codes longer than mortal man was meant to 
endure. 


The vacuum in the development team needed to be filled, especially 
with the Lord of the Rings Part Two project seemingly stalled. 
Milgrom moved to recruit more talent and give the game a much- 
needed boost. One of the new programming intakes was Norton 
Truter, enlisted from Monash University, where he had just 
graduated with a degree in Computer Science. Norton's first 
experience at school was programming a PDP-11 using a series of 


L pte? CRICK- 

rae / <a ares 
8 copa 

i me 


bLUE MTNS. 
(ERID Luin) 
nA Do 


a 
“a PP \ prom c 
‘ ——S 


yY. 
4 
4. 
Am 


marksense eletrographics cards fed into the machines. 


[Norton] I remember copying programs from a book somewhere. The 
first program I remember copying was printing a city skyline. It was 
written in BASIC on the mark sense card reader. You'd put in the 
cards, and then you entered the DATA sequence at the end which 
was a whole series of comma separated binary codes. I thought it was 
cool at the time - I was 14! The first program I remember writing 
from scratch, by myself, from my own idea was Russian Roulette. 


Kids would turn up with cards containing the teacher's names, and I 
would take my stacks of program cards and their stack of data cards 
and run them through the machine. There was a big sheet printer 
next to it, and it would print out Mr Johnson picks up the gun and 
puts it to his head, and it would print out dot dot dot, *click*. Then 
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the next teacher, Mr Allan picks up the gun and puts it to his head. 
When the gun goes off it prints out a big KABOOM! Banner across the 
page. There'd be like, six kids standing around the printer, and they'd 
be a big cheer when a teacher blew his brains out. 


Without any home computing experience outside of university, 
Norton was recruited because of his background in formal 
programming. His C skills would be put to good use alongside LynC, 
evolving the adventure system left by Mitchell. 


[Below] Each of Addison-Wesley’'s US releases of The Lord of the 
Rings games came exquisitely packaged and included a line drawn 
map pertaining to the adventure that lie ahead. 
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fase ia 





the east bank of a long the edge of a muddy waterhole sunty Harad., the southern edge of a deer 
oval lake which is surrounded bu reeds population 101,575 weed encrusted swonp 
G~a ca and bushes cH-a G-a 





the edge of an enormous the northern edge of a deer a heavily evergrown country a cool tunnel, A waterfall to 
witerfa ll weed encrusted swamp covered with great tall trees the east blochs of f the passage 
c~a ca c~a ca oa 


“a 


the western edge of a rocky a deere rocky gulley littered travelling through a land of the mossy banks of a cool deer before a yawning plier: tunne | 
ronge of hills with orcish lunchwrapeers cool green hollows and Fragrant pool beside a weterfall which exkales a Foul sickly 
G-2 Ga herbs stench 


the toe of a crooked staircase, 








a dismal gleomy valley in a a twisted poisoned land of dark an old cobbled highway which the opening of Imlad Moraul, a huge evil caver t. hung with old 
range of dry hills rools, broken rocks and dead runs north-south the valley of the Nazcul spider webs 
c~a trees “3 c-o c-a 
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a dark, crumbling tunnel Lined a sheltered vit hidden from view an overgrown hol low 


with tree roots and mould by a clump of mutated bushes. beside a small shadowed lake 
a oa oa ~a 
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the top of a tall cliff ina the Horannon p a charred clearing Littered with «a long tilted valley between 
- oe Or SFU i Us ; : 
range of dry hills saliaeiiiiinas gnawed bones and skulls dark twisted mountains 
os c~2 o-3 c~a oa 









a = b= a] 
My a 
a cold and gloomy smarne a quiet grey hollow a set of crossroads with the surrounded by luminous white a large cave which is shrouded 
surrounded by muddy pools, to the east of a paved road mountains of Mordor to the east. flowers with spider webs 


——— i 


a dork shadowed highway 





lost in a maxe of sodden a rough paved highway which runs 
hillocks and dark marshes to the east and to the south 
oa oa ca c~2 o~a 


a rugged mountain pass 


the crumbled muins of a city 


KO} 0) ofos-si¢-) IM Malomepa- le) ablersm-valephaX-mir- lowed at-hale(-\om Ko) meyar-lele) me) mi Le)geleya 
s/Vahd alm =r- Kol ala Coler-hulolamat-niahalem-halpalobaraloner-linymont-jolr-hia-romiluekieg-hulolam-hate 
ihqha corehbKorakos am (=> quam M al-r\-mnaat-le(-\e-baome-l.ccsamacoyaamdal-w@.@rsyel-rousab baal 

1(=) gsshoyameymdalcmer-haalce 


PSE NULU BN CovavoyaM/\c-tow- Molt-tam Copbnatem- bale M-aldqhblcyt-Ljulom-Valol elejejonia.Wal 
=F Yo(-yamol-lhkelalwablmesbatmall(-lomt'andaW (oy'moyMNhi-Mm ne (-.¢-\-)o}-@-1lmeo)mdat- Lm com dghts) 
OE ham Conlon ova chalemiisidaMaibaae 


The drive to recruit developers with a more formal project 
iqak-bak-lot-1aqX=y ahd ey-\el.cepcoele harem (som convlolanaMwt-hi\r-tcomloyhauhalemeal-mevoyaaher-Nahis 
Slo} ahaly ar-Vo mine lonl-romaql-1t-ro} co) (olenym- hen Oba barc-sacsi atau ol-saxeyaaauhale molenaat-hte 
sqakolol=1lbhake mop and al=molt-ba\-iau\/h-bacm ol-skeya-maalenianale moyamcom-jaeceht mic) malls 
Masters. It was a path with restrictive career options, so he took a job 
at Melbourne University as a technical administrator before seeing 
NaW-Keht{=1 qm ko) ar-Mereyaay olbht-s ame) colene-haahaal=) anys atom .cal-ai\md alm ce)d.¢me)i 
Tolkien. 


fo) ahal i Koyi\merolb (oll Malorace)|(oyi'mdat-lmenomel-viqlemiccvaimr-baqbler-van) aida ay Mal) 

| oy co ey mda\-m yun ale tym. bale M-W'coye-\eilolbl-mc-)-(ol-) ral mem MM Mal-Mevoyqaher-Vahimname a=) 
eYontccvad Mic tomol-r-bag meres anne he-ma-lom Moy-Wi(-oMoyaMd al-MUbauhicclacvigra@-baemU-)qimce) 
Sold @ikoy al a q-rom Unllengey qa 


[Paul] The [Game Two] project had completely stalled. Then John 
Neato mcomr-V.<-Monic-s audal-meoycolenc-Naqnaquhavem c-vhalMAnidailolal Mic. Cw ibKi aval 
utterly welcome event. John was, is and ever shall be an utter delight. 
He was a humorous, patient guy with a ready wit. We were all young, 
FValo my ibiime(-aunalemcomdat-la-ie-le(-mi'dal- co ol-teye)(-Bui-1q-w-ie-laulalem comer: 
iqatcVgal-lom-NaleM-i(-yqMat-\i(-M ale l-mmcyomm  @-Wi'i-1¢-B-l1@- Weslo me}-Vameym-r-lel qmeold aly as 
lives. We also played tabletop RPGs socially with each other. 


John described the development ethos when he arrived at Beam as 
Jol—shake m-LaeKenr-LONt-sa-purc10ll @or-Naur-linimeloyaaunat-ic-rom enim escolene-haahaal=) cmitsave) 

IE Mite Moni (<3 ar- WY, Gs) ol -1e1n ab nage) a Orosaahaaleloloyc-Mol merolebnalem-Kssi-vaalel arg 
[Wale 1bt- le (mi Komen d-t-h-mer- heats atom oh cole hoKorskoyam—saniahaoyahaal-taim@-\eleyeli-ie me), 
| ro) goo) mi dat-w aatale Mer lesl-m Ol atom ieee eatce)ktaeale m-balom Ubi lengoyaai-thaal-romce 
p(s gas gale) c-mereyaieco) Moyameak—me(-\1¢-1ko) oh aal—saius o} colel-1s\-1;m co) and alomal=p ame r-naatse 


ilo) aha Vin! (-mbky-yo vom fo) .¢-Mdal-lm- Mio] moymdal-Mevolel-y c-Met lem avolm@al-hii-Kebl-vorholnhal-y 
1daX-\'mexoy bike MexoloK-Mmolbiahi\(-1¢-Malolmeoycer-Hauty-(o Wm Mmm Mw Mal-ytai'c-yc-Moyallat- tale 
(Tod ahah Corel I high aime al-yh ay 0) qX-yq—mw Wale mdat-lmoldal-1aidabiale Mey mudal-mejcolelbletuleyal 

vy haa Mn'i!(<M at-Vomdgh¢=(-Mey mcolenar-Naut-ie-e-llm-Lolotte(-lomcomae-lnt-Vamaatej voy cestcelt-m 
AYs'(oM at-Yo oy ql-maqhekyommn salem 'c-t-wia md q\-M ol) gel-1aer-lmelb(-t1 ace) mdal-mol-1ei-le1s 

UE Navo) ol at. Wh ceive Mem Toma comeata-valell.<-(-johac-\ol.qe) md qiicwm a c-leM at-\om-Mat-lekmeyi 
qvighate m-Wmdq¥halarc-yq\-l-) meoym ol-co)ol(-miiialomnc-y com qkolm-Ftv-yaqlolai@e-nale sb r-\et— 
(oxole (=) ¢-Moy am (-lol aba hfer-|mesbbabiw-Hatemdal-y'm@’ojbl(oMel-mdal-MiK-1-haaM@R-)-\o(-acm 
That's where I fell in, as a Team Leader. 


©) al=moym ab k-yeuh a1 [o)okomiic-come (=r Lmiaheamdal-mir-ll(olonmaceyaamdal-mabesimer-baatee 
Melbourne House received an endless stream of letters from fans 
Keroubkcyhae mdaX=saamoymo)(-hiahale mr-k-1ar-halemlolos\-mi\ahdald lomo) a-1ei lob ism Ke) larval 
(orb ako} q Ma Ma\=sqlmd alssaomic- Fowl al ome-\c} qropmolt-ler-Lenatemd atom Ko) l.a(-)am-tcit-ltcwemn'sale) 
did maintain a very Keen interest in what Beam were doing. 


fo) hal Mie tom al-Moyal-miid atom at-\emcomevoyol-msldamdal-mileloleMeym lat) cce-VaU-y¢ 
| eo) (oo) date ai ale fw x-14 Ole 1) a hale mm dahia-Wc-micoly molbnuuiate mol aqhblolal 
aubhaqvelb ha bamual-)¢-Yam@) Moro) eh e\-mmd al-w- halcyi iy a el-yhale mmol-ro)el(-mdalejeled alas 
Neca hah ah' am hae) col-ymcom.¢-\-jomdql-m Koll .a(-yall crc l\-mat-le)eh' am om ar-lomcomuats 
Wave Mcit- hime d-t- Lye) at-Velhimel(os:{-m vod a{-Melele).¢) B 


PSE NULU Al atadahtate ml al-Vom co ol-mabbamol-K1mdal-yqabal Mal-\taniic-1q-saM@- Me) celel(-saqmre 
oF VM ahd ata Mal—y' aslo pal-veMoynmoyaM-a'(-iatadabnatem-Halemivciq-mal-Vojonie 


|e 1b lm Ko) (om aNbklug-lek- hal Grey aqbaalelokoyc-maccaralcayiaUt-ler-PAba\-meat-and al-mo(-1- Mikey 
idatom atop que r-baalomi\c-Komcomsaat-l.c-mcoyaal-ieabnatemel—1ac-) adat-halw Ml al-m heygemeymag(= 

aq tatekcm-hakemdar-iale)co).<-mdal-m-at(-) exevey alcie-bahq@eceyaqley-Nelsvosakcmyiahdalm Mal= 

f= Co) o) o} hams (-mcy- be Mae mo loyat nd ahbal.qy Mal-m a (o)e)oyiar-Vorabr-ll\imer-haal-m halve) 
consideration. [...] The system we used for The Hobbit changed quite 
Molar Nalol co) aphecmanaq\-miun/\c-lowatct-(obnalemaal-mal-] (opm olbhar-loM-at¢-vaiadalhalem-lbs\-) 
eor-Nb Ke sahmbyomi adel hen \(-mevolol (chal qnon(-miar- low Mol-3alelabaat-0 4.0m 


Wi aX—mod ak- li K—s aXe (-m\\e- bow akeoyi\m com aqt-0,¢-m- Mice LOK] bar- Im oy- 8 ac\-s ame r-baasmnalmdalomcy- beaks 
igi CcpONGNURsshaQe MG aX—-m-p.ahcjahalem-lohi-yahquea-m-yalephal-mmolonan)\ahdameal-ma-saanhueyi 
thqahey coyiabate ma aX=mer-haq\=om ol=1 aco} aaat-halex-mm mn isal@mero) aluhaler-io mom ied. ae) amdal= 





loy-W dom aqX=a¢-lmeoy md al-mevoleK-mmi\saX-sacr- lo \ Coy avoyamel-lolblere(-(omaak-mnalt-saar-licm- have! 
KoleiUE\-lo Mo} alMm/\sahuhalemuatcw-Voa'c-1qhaue dom (ole skorm Ma\-a'moleld ala) (ey d.<-16 Melleny-1hi4 
sandals cc LOL mob alel-sandal-m\r-lcelabaelmer-VA-mosmule)abal 


DSENOIUR S coyqamaqy'a cloyh aime m'al-\ am mc tMevoyqaubatemhamcom ql-lhoMenc--1(-m alk: 
idauhalemacoyaam-lej-fo)OIC-M-(o1g- Col aMmslomm Melo) m Cone lol (oler-laloyal-e-balem elby4Al-tw- hale! 
YoMoy ai coyaamdal-w-leYo)lOht-molbiet-imahdatolbialat-hiahalemcom-lor-yolm@-Halomiceyd.¢ 
with someone else's designs. Much easier — far better. Just wind me 
ibhok-valem(-1mqal-me lon 


folabal a WOLe ce Blohimcom ord AiisidaMam-jebanbalemdat-lmaqhiadaller.]M@bnal- 
Jolin \<qt-1 qe (-vau hb kom. bale Molever-T-1loyat-LMhalcy-VqhiG' Mem obi aaiic-tow- Wi iovalel-yaablmerehig 
vom ford ma ahiae 


BN oy acer al MAHOU a colccmdal-wcico) aiam an (Boscolo hbler-romdal-wcive)atgeley-Nacinalem 
LE\iabate Mol bh an) \dat- Num dated qt-te-Voit-ye-wai'(olbl(oMolomm i dal-d-mdal-\imn'coyeliomerom-vale| 
rohe hi Vahalemua\-maat-Vom-Valome-yiahale Molphw@mave\i\mual-Baqt-holCole).<-1o mam limdal— 

Cofor- uo) ates (mia colc-maalos1q@eoy md al-mi-py qmioy mdal-mel-tlet a heoluleygt me al-yaahy-lheom 
Oar Wnalai mm atomic hwaerclonhalemaaiqolbletamedal-Melole).ccmmer-inahalem-ValMle(-)-Meymial= 
LEW ates bh-Yo(-B-lalemaloni\mdal—mt-baleser-Ve(-mitceibl(om lore) aul d—w-ralomuat-iamenhtatatemuat-hi 
LEW ate bho (-mvomaqt-e-bm cy amdalt-hae mn iolellom—yaht-) a 


[Paul] Well — I grew up with the books, so I knew the text chapter and 
a (cy ec{-Mslo Mm LUA (Lowe Baar Hat) oyme gtalatem come} cey-Lolhtmey-hhalmuat-mc-\-] mm Maloy a-) 

A N(cy Coma hhah' mab Com cond al-Moyco)lelk-vaqt-wmhalal-yq-vaumlamdal-Mecole(-Meamul.<-aat-lahatey 
Naaah(-s-W- Nave Ml qvoyae(-\-Mhalvom-\e) ame) me (-t-1t-liger<-\-Labhc-t-Madat-hamaalenic-lom-vale| 
rYoat-lo -t-oyal-mm i@t-lCoMl at-\emcoMeol-maalo)q-Muat-laM@ elim mq-lerq-\-Luleyamey meal) 

| oXolo) .¢-feaam Ud a\-m olt-y'(-1 a ak- (om Com ol-Med at-li(-qle(-rem 


IN oyacoyale- haem iyisal@mi\(-1¢-meol at-Nae (rom \aneamaat-bhahe-Whabbatemdal-wMo)ceme) musta 
Rings adventure engine and its many composite parts: A core set of 
OB ib baleiarosarw-bavem coleienal-\cmuat-lmecosaaheyl(-romhaivomdal-mer-haql-Mcm-salephalcmmdal= 
You @a1=y ae bis} 0) (hi AMORS\ =) ah ah OLUNUM =i Conme- Mor-le-b\-1and ar-Larere} aude) (re madal-mer-haats 

|Cofe pKorm a aKoh'c=yaqX=y alam ol-14/)\¢-1-3 alm Coler- haley alm ie) m=>.¢-baahel(cpm-balem-bal-lohccsaluenas 

joy colepe-baahaanhaleme-bakesor-le(-mudar-NGn\c-toMbry-10m ComeK-s vor alol—mdal-maulobhaatcsaut- hats 
Nau hekesk-1@pant-1lble(-yalercmudat-ha-r-\ol aed at-ba-leitss ay eloks\oisiclom-balemdalom-saqtcsaer-saue 
ols) ak-nialolebasmaat- hun aat-\ol-my Mal-m e(o)o)eyia- bale ms) ai-)4 (ele! @vom-ye)el=t-lehale mee 
players. 


BN Koy ao) a) Ml =t- (ol aoymdal-Wel at-he- leit) com ql-lom-hale-\oialoyal-ier oh ol mm Os al-moymd al-y aq) 

a VecTMad alm oy ahagt-Vaia-lequloy amoral ol emcro ma i/ql-yalnicolbm-ld-Balelmecoyqiecellibatemeal-yaqe 
1d at-\imanicolel (om el-yaie) gaat M10 |bK-) qler-Meo)m-\e1aloyql-Mmeclomm (-1M-eT- him Ol ce wi olv lite 
jquhamdalgo)eledaMdal-mio) a=.) ume (1m comdal-maelel qimejbivercejor-valomdal-yamarnaal 

FN gel bhaleM- hale Melo mcvoyaal-idauhale M-](:\-mm at-t:1-1 qlur-LI\iaenaatcolb mm a-t-lomdal-mcioi alo) ake 
s/Scoy bi Com q-)-\o ML hm icolb ni) comole-yiabatemual-Mer-Vaq\-M-valt-yahalem-Met-yat-Vhae--1meyi 
commands. It would say, GO WEST, NORTH, WAIT, you know? They 
FUE Yol at: lol. Wm a-r- Lora oy aMveraholmniisal-1q-micolemeolbilome)colenc-haqidat-1qqm com ¢-)-leimice) 
idat-m coy dlom-Nalemudal-lahiic-tMefoyhalemoyam-Hcolbbalemdal-yaq Mm hmdal- Ox comi-w-ie-halolnate) 
ie huey at-Watm@- hale mtgeleM-yahicyc-le M- lw a cole (ome) acy haa Mmdal-yaldal-\'m@at-Vom-Wa-\-leiuleya| 
Col-\-y hale micol) oy am'colv mi 'al-llohhale molunale mao) ar-Wq-r-leiulovamcom-naleldal-ymole)(-rels 
roy mor aat=idauhalemdat-\amat-Ve)el-yql-mcon ol-mdal-y4—y 


Bole (-sdqX-yan)iahda as 10lem\ Cosacoyaueaal=iuleib lolli \imene-batcio ms oy-ler-te-haleme}-le(-\:Meyi 
FYoht(ssahubhasmcvou ao) ake) a-t- lol ale) ima al-mosat-ba-leit=s ase Cro) (hb haaMcwyor ay ola lloyal=) 

Sj os (=To Mont (=) ao loyAcsaksMeoy im) ql={s1esmoymoroyaqhaat-nalekspmat-haleh/\sahuc-sallohtal at-lelm- hate 
id alosq Moros ahiccy atcro mn alem=saht-tq-1o m- home al=m-Vohc-sqhqbna-m eo) colepe-baqbaahhaleme-baleier-ler= 
haucomdat-maat-bhahne-baalomcaacicstaae 


[Paul] Oooh magic juju! Yes — I believe there was a scripting 
[ENatepbr-Yeo(-mm me c-vaat-yqqlel-yqudal-yqamojenaquiatemer-halel(-tw-nalem-t-Vor@halernale| 
1EYofoyaatoygo)atcmcomianaimdal-mel-tg.a-yo)-let-mel-iql-reld aid aloe-jt- bh comes! (-Ron lo makeys 
ask! 


The design work was pretty swift. The mature adventure system 
saaXcr-h quand ak- hed (osstom ob q alow \e- bows aXot 16-10 Mm Come (-Jo)blemiecmbabal-) an)\(eya.anatet:w-bale 
ago} d=mahaqi-mexo)bl (om ol-meK-aicolc-romcom-jat-hoyhalemdal-mat-bacluhic-w-balem-leatc-sqlabn as 
Cole plomm .GleKe Mai \oya.¢-1o meh Kel.dhim-snaler-m al omric- tom alom royale (-sau elo) on alem ova (=ter-leays 
ots fe pamexeyakiee-bhahece 


[Paul] Leave me alone, and I will get things done for you pretty 

(oF Wag al-lo ms t-t10m Ao eh arto men ato(-yecie-nalommd al-Mevolotnalem-\iceylol-vombqat-l[e) 4 
pitfalls and disasters. Not my department — but I never saw 
keyboards being thrown at walls! 


Oh aler-uvlolahaM=aic-lubr-Nucromd al-m ololssnelola me) mda\-m Gr-1¢a(-my 7 \ome) ce) (-\e1 em al-m Kolb hate! 
1dat-Nem UB hod alll @at-lom(csaar-haloldal-iaue)qo)e](-saqmm Mal-mer-haqX=m\\r-FomCss\ome at- halo) 0/4 
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K@} oy okes-six-) MM alomey ar-le lo) Ameo) MiKo) cele) mibalt-\ar-¥ a0)\ce)d.a-vahehd(-ro mts) al-1te) omens 
lo} A Ot- bat-loht-hal Royce moymdalom .ahalefw-baukiar-Nalomilueljeg-lce) am K-rom\T-lsaahhea 


completed, but already 33% over size. 


fo) ah gl RO) al-Moymd al-mosle fo (-t1q oy colo) (-1aahmiU-mal-lomdallelam-iehat-Vor-e mm alelaleyate! 
Wavy a iy (oynal-to Mny'e- Cw dat-imdal-mer-laal-B-Fmolt-habal-com'ic-Kmeleyhate mon el—) 
sqab-kotvat(qi him Colom eile com alg@halcom- Merl y-14C-me-| ol-me Vale mvomdal-Mend-t-it 

si'ahavateoy ‘shale mmdql-Mena-r-lmeibllahatem at-Yomcomce)l(on\mmhaat-\omcole-B-yhgahelbinl-lon 
piLolemaaton'\mmi (cm at-lomcomeyahavemhmeloyaqMmn(-Movalhtmat-Vom-comaqt-lahim-l(-1e1ucoyats 
we could push. 


AN Coy avoy al. Col movie at-Lun ova al at-lom-lea-t-lou'a ol-\-1 ame (oy al-m-lelolbhm@ aleymconele) 
1d aK-moxo} aay oy acts loyam- bale m aXo)('mcomeroyale(-yat-mdalnalet-mm -t-Lel qi (oler-lule)a Ws 
description for example wasn't actually in text. There was a 

fo hKoqufoyat-V aime) im’ coy ce l-m- late M—y-\elqin'ico) com at-lo MM eh'at-Meo) ni] mse me. Mm (oler-laley al 

ro [-S-Yo4 gh ola oy aM Ewe foyh ale m con ol-w-WMon'at-By-0 Jbl) qlet-Meoy mh gle(-yc-tmialvomd al 

fo hKoqaloyat-Vaiam ColbKomenhi(-m- Me (-trer aheluloyamcomdal-Mecoyaqueyi(-1 @mdal-vaMicole heme nhig-) 
Lae: obeys loyat-Vaim@- hale mime al-1qma-r-lolmdql-Mon (equ loyal-hatar-vale Mer c-r-1-t-md athe eyiare 
sequences of indexes to words. 


IN Coyavoyamhaaye)(=yaql=sahecrom-Mc1-) al-1-Meymerolaahe)(=>.qe)elenaqhist-1elo}al-pmbrcsnavem alls 
[Uhake sb bKsjaCom:}.o1l Cm com-bar-larai-mealcu (<p.alor-l Miu abkolabhc-m-nalomevoyaliuableiskesameyi 
datow op akelbncialm(-haleabt-\erom-balomsy ol-rosnnler-llQimGal-molces\-maat-las-NUlM crm aahehalem 
|e KomeK=sqhabl=yo mm’ \co}aetsmuat-lupa-toleceibbad-iomuazrepel-saldhva-balemcolebalomeat-lumelibba-les 
were especially prevalent. He then worked out a way of compacting 
idalomonKeialosar-batmual-mer-baalombls\-re mmcieLb(=1-yAnalemolonytaamdal-manonaglel-yaroymohiaccrmnt 
took to reference those words. 


AN Coy avoy al eclomny sal-raMaicovemat-Ng-R-Wicoycomiat-\@lat-Ve-M-yhaatel(-mollone-lam i -meolpllel 
Tae i tVomdat- Lamm alotler-Nc-t wai lelameoyal-moymdal-molienc-licmiolpmycelellom-\olomm aeye 

> ¢- vagy eo] (-mme lb lel @t- Vale Moho el cw hamid al-m/ coy comtgolb mal-\-\om Comey gh almeoyaM{oid-(-14 ml) 
fo hb Kel Gem iemyoycemahenaqlel-) acme hm hac Molb lol ccm dal-1q Meme comalehqalel- mom aid alr-| 
1 r-Yo M-1 ame od bon e- 1 emevoyb (om ol-w-Mcynale|(-BMoy a -tME-tom(-Mevolbl(o Me) oluhaqhky-B-eyaal= 
roy imdat-ry-Md qhbatercmey'@ (ole) hale m-imdal-t -Mey-Vatme)mdal-Mebleqaloyat-hatmmigal-iiel-remr-| 
lot, it meant that the code that ran — it wasn't a simple sequence of 
bytes, a word like jigsaw is 6 letters, but if it is in the dictionary and 
we use it many times over, that means it only takes up 2 bytes every 
time you use it, and that means it’s much more efficient. 


Pam care nb le-bamnahc-valc-licwmdal-monleialeyat-ta'mioleicomel-melebaahel-remelonm-bavem\ (eyaceyal 
Voleitomagchidmdahgeecelamdal-mi\(oyge lm comc-\-mhm al-meceel(omaat-Baner-linim-logieiiandal= 
1UES\-Mo}mm oy-Wauleiblt-banite) elm com hates q-t-F\-md aX-sh ae a-yol-1ahuloyam-halemdalercmst- Arce) 
even more precious memory space. 


AN Coy aos al i Ml al-msyol-Voiuqbnaq inc Come al-maqkos-imacoyelel(-1Yeyqal-Mol-\or-1eKy- Mia at-lemdal= 
smallest RAM - we had to work hard to make it fit. Descriptions were 
jug bhater-\¢-co Mm hale mom at-\omcomeolbllm\olcel-mcomaat-l.c-miaahom hay 1b Lim a-re[Pnhg-rel 
fofoyhalemaahcoyeledamdal-MetKowateyat-la'mmycoyd.ahalemolbim@aleymiokejelaiaqhiy-mdat-Lm 

VV dhale Molenm coy colmual-ai'i-Monlomatolmal-\-(oMolvhmoymeé a\-Molloiuloyat-V aia mal-\om ve) 
fot Coker evoy coli t-NC- me) cokcmd at NaC mbky-lombaldal-mer-Vaqtomiaidamdal-Mi\ceyaelmaat- le 
s/\(cM abeYo Mba dame ltleqaloyal-batgm-batemda\-y4-mi'(-1¢-B/o) cel (-mat-lomnateliple(—omdat-1s 
we never used. 


There was one word that caused much procrastination when 

pec baabhabhale Mey al-micoler-lolelr-baimer-it-h\-1emm M atom icohae maauhatel(-1:m 4-30) menge)e)el-10! 
{bh oe-kom ol-shaXe MbR\=10 Moni(<) ar-haloMeni(-) ar-ler-bhaMwzWac-) aaane lol alat-r-lom-yore-hvel auhalep 
Norton released that it was never actually used in the database, and 
datchas atom nV cckomcict- haedabbate mm Koy ar-Wy\co)aemdal-LM@-.ai-jc-romhameat-mc-y aun /ieidalhes 
plural flag set — mindless. Because it was so time consuming the 

fo} ol uhaqbacr-hu loyal ey coler-sst-m cole irom el-m(-snmbhahelmdal-m-yalomo)m- mol) alelomeyi 

o [=aicclKo)ohaql=salem\ osacolaMicolelcemerosaaheyl(-m a-10l cm (oler-LaloyaMmc-y amy. ¢-Koul kvm alen yi 
LMR BAi(= a Com auhaaMn hau: We e-M\monal-ronhtclom-bavemcopatesat-nalomioyaaat-lm 


BN Coyavoy al hatmey alias at=yam-Keme(-imcomcroyaq\-idquhatemal.<-m- Mm oy-lauleiblt-Varyieic-yaa) 
data iCopotohamaaladat-im-mi'/al—1all Ke me (om oy-lol avo a-hole. bale M-r-\iaa-Me mm a\-\-10 Mice) 
joLb lI davh qe (oleh mam) (oygel-Molphmoymadal-Monleialoyat-W aime) me (-t-164 ol ol alos ql-Mmc-vaqtenic—) 
1d aY=mol-\-1ot a} oluloyal-moymdaihalef-Moy a1 qloyat-yalmd al-w- Voi ako)aMyor al elie 


SZ NOUN MAYA'(-)| ame Ml ah-Yo com acy sehc-mdabnaletmcomaqt-1.c-BimantMy Mal-M at-baomc-lolaMbbaqhics 
were in place. 


©} akor-m uh ahls) a\-yo MpAan i \¢-sMos coss}sMexo} aah eyi(=1ombrcshate md al-m volo) (mel=a1¢-1(o)el-10m ohts 
(Sf-Toy nim kl oyahamcome-l.c-mdalcmer-haa\-m-salephal-mmor-t-M-balem-lontc-sahaenas 
je) colene-baabaaunateme-balesor-le(-m-\on ah ol ecw- have Men q-r-1C-mGaX-mbaut-ge)a-1\-sar-bavemer-naaX 
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PsN okeyiZ-) BM aabacti-] Grey qahecwmd al-Mepe-l0) ablorw-0 aalsim@e) a eo) goo) md gl-m diate meray 1e-1o md abicw-¥a0))\c0) d.ar-HAc-) aa URcLC-vauhaQe mCoMd al-ol-arc-1o)ol-) acme) (hima aK-Montscico) oyr-VaMciorl-valer-te 
jnKouaKoyale-loltzice)omer-baalom at-ba-baleyt- Me ms coyaam (-1hmncomales ahemvlo)ahallst-hi\c-1c0 Mm (-10)nmlat-1) oanaMesiC-\'(-mii-hidvo}amDlolb lem 1-lbaal-sams\ (oyacela mabii=) ar-balom a-1blm.@lolen 


(o F-lt- Mako) a at-\olqime-bae(-imnaak-lolqbea\-emm Mal-yaMmccijehale mat-lomcomc-l.¢-m 0) t-ler-mmbalsic-r-lel 
ohm Vea habate mom aqX=1obl- 1b (ol ale-loe- Mobley mer: Fst1-140-mme) Mm oaccsam ole iabbatemdal= 
exoyagy evi (=10 Merete (=~ lKoyale m-M\-sak-1Mer-le](-m halve. ms) ol-1e10 ab hago) a Ores aah aavoleloya-m 
1datom st-r-baaMol=atcqike)oyaatssqumnaatqid qlolemo)elc-1om xo) ayeyaal-ieauhalemaavoya-mave)ts-16 


ilo) aha) Mu at-mexolel-Mmiic- Toad al-yqmeroyqanoyl(-re mia Md a\-MD) -\@m vow A.) 0 Mey @ oso) 0/-Mme) ¢ 
whatever they were going to do it in. It was then burnt to EPROM 

fod qu oss Koy am dal-msynaledt-Wh mo) m@xoyaquaqveleloyg-w-Valomdal-Mer-haal-Bc-hamar-lui-lh'am\ (ol 
voy amie Emexolonhalem- Fi) qalolyrae-Walegbt-\ei-mmdat- hun) ¢- low Me) Landa bnale ma -ai(-yatceyal=) 
ecm bE vhate md qvicm—yaquble-iveymaqvete(-16 


O@yatoshar-libiasyahunal-rom kv alemoymeyar-lele)/amaal-my-(evey alo me r-haakcmuls-kom-babatelbbaler-rol 
Amd alomey ar-le lol Amo) my Co) cole) ar-balemephic-)qmdal-Melohiscolbl-m-jolelend(-me) my alow he) cel 
of the Rings Game Two. 


ASZcNONN WW olb lel ¢-id(o}-lom (oymonhax-va-vahmand(-\JmU-iq-Miley-lk-l6 Ml -Vameymaqh'm(e)e iam 
s Va dojo) bar. Me loyA-1qber-vale Mold al-yamol-reyel{-w-lelel-(omdal-shmen sams (-Mlole).<-lom- lane 
FY Mot h coll -lo md q\-m ol -\-)emr- Hale muy al-(e lo) mo) milo) colo) ai \oyawam Mal-menateyantert-lmakd(- 
was Where Hobbits Dare! 


Previews started to appear in the press in May of 1987, with 
IMK=1ofo) bh a alow we Keloni-m ae banaunale Mm (ct-l\-sar-lohc-saun—yaalyahecme-bake-lercspavemaatsmatoay 
adventure - "You've played The Hobbit, you've played The Lord of the 
Isa bate f-yun aXoyi\mmolt- aimed ar-le leno) mi. Co) cele) mma al-y\ me) coleit-bhaal=10 Ma Otoa Le: 
jaak-\er-VAbalom c-ham@-baM=y colublcsatcomhabrek-yoldamoyc-aial-a/\movmedalsmer-baal-mn ald alco) aats 
ihqaheya=rssyhtcom Kolo) a hale m (oler-luley ale pe- Ne) aulerol-sceya-mea\-mer-haal-mabar-linvmanne 
retail shelves a month or so later. 


The story picks up where the first game left off, with The Fellowship 
late Wanalemek-yer-Natcrom Moldal(oyal-samecoyahehanennatemedal-yhae [elim comel-tiuceyimdal= 
|Sahake Moy co)i\i-) aba Koy ae lo) eum Malom-lohtc-salaeb acm ol-ceshat-Mo}amual-Mol-hal.¢-moymin-l.¢~) 
IN (saad Bhd aKol=1 Omnis aly qoMol bh ame) golt-\eleyabkiecm a gelelom-halemey- ale} 4-r-l.qidal= 

X=) Koy /Vés ahh opm ccr-hiahale mu al=sn meres aay ey-hahloyalmel-)abhalomcomecoyahehahet-maal-ine 

jolene al=y\Am Grey al=miic- tome a\-mol ak- baver-mco mere aleco] Mbhomcomieleb aol at-N¢-lelt-sasmnal 

Ii Ko) go lo) aur-hatemo)(-y\(-sasmat-\om con el-merovalc-sahmitahdameihlonhalem saelelo mo) acy-haal 
baQeUAisKonbr-Ubtamey arch) \ahvol abhatemel-ia/\¢-i-saMeloldamosmuat-saae 


fo) ahal Rani 'colbl (oll at-hie-mor-{- aM Conic-l Nim hom olt-him-¥ a qleyc-Mol at-W¢-\eit-ya-j mm ole lt 


s/Yandalnd al-M cred abate) Cole ntar-lmmdal-mangal-mu hime a\-miolbbael ql-Ne-le1t-ia-BnaW he) ceme) mt ei— 
tah ale Kw 1g Ole om (=) c-Met. eecynale me palcymdal-yqmtcolemer-vamnagt-\ephal-mate)imaatabate 
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ioe Coynatemdat-iidalol(-W.Vc-\e coy aa Ml =Xo)sa\-) =i COME-1 Comm colblloM at-\u- ol-\-1 40-1 
iqutelauaagt-ba-s 


SEND UU eV amd a\-c- iss come alolblelaiecw-leleleimeloyhalemanekorm@-\i(-yamlaha-—) 

fof Waal M ha Moy a\-W eloy Memos al-Biolitoyi shale md al-moy-baaV ha colelomey-hhamr-Valeméal-) 

fol dat -vecmco)lloy/ahalem aayojoyham-havem UC-yeq'mnahvom sco) qt-labm ky-yaler-laem@royaloloya-tatel 
JoKo} am 1a lac TM Colom haaleyhalolbrwe- haem (me (-veslol—omcomaat-1.c-madaut-mor-Fy ler li htg 
Sy Waal: h aXe Ml ot cole lok-M-j co) a) am Mum Mab lauhalem or-lel.a-halemcoyadaM@er-lani-\-1qmaquelguye) (= 

fod at b e- Loa =) dj 0) ¢-y-Lo ole hur-loq cox-tcm bolo l(-mat-hadam/ cole l(omat-nic-Mel-\-1a vole 

fod at Kol aton 


SW at—mss alos ac-yalqromek-a-|(ojeyaqk-yahqnehaal-mcole). qsiecmco)lmolamdal-mer-haaloes 
presentation. Gone was the ambitious stylised paging-style screen 
1 hicolbhmoymdal-muhacimer-Naq\-musi-t-h44 me) elc-rem co) ar- Wm aakold-muc-Konhuloyat-lmsshaleil= 
feo) hbhaahale bksyo)t-hi me) mColer-Lakolamc-y aur bale mual-mecosaahaat-Balombalolonm@ol-yhale maar 
line with the screen. At the top, the icon representation of each 
JaXo)o)eyhunr\c-tsmen co) e)el=ie Mn anda Md ak-mol al-he-Leitssqerbbad-s alga’ mubbalel-) aero) ale ce)! 
ohRsjo)E-hi(cro muha e)t-bhaMc->.4emm Mal-mcy ol-[eiaabhaaMmontsjolr-aiani\r om aalcmaQst-ltctie 
1UhadbEsyhale mudalomcy-baalom at-bakelsvoyaqi=m ego) elo) gale) ar-l mie) ahmc\-\-7alnamd alo ola-aalelols 
(of-haakcam MaXowaWaals1uc-Lom-balem @xrosaahaalololoycomic-sacslosatcmaar-leKomUls\-moyimd atcha 
respective default system character sets, and though the screen 
displays weren't particularly unattractive, they were uninteresting, 
Wale monvmeryhalem-Mct-1(-1e1dleyamoymene- le mero) (olbnc-maar-lol-mdal-m\sale)(-mlole).ar-balel 
K\=] we gchd als) am e)e-bhabes [-Lekslom-halomer-hectom 


hate luksJaMeq-iabnaal-romhaWhecmdquigembaxer-Naat-laleyamm sid amedalout-baalcmslele bai !ceyae 

si oler- Vo) b ik bata eloy-t-imnhamdalm-leroreyaayel-hahtanalemaaX-ont-MyaUaeatolblelamaat= 

[hale pbr-Yot—m oy-bat-y ar-Nalombabug- liu qbkelabha-m ie) myar-lele)/ me) m i/o) cele) mi\e-\oere| 
fekoyaksslol=sc-Vol(omnaahesconic-saqtqsquem hecw coimhal=yqaXcsquecm- bale mcic-loylbhgran'(-) com aleye 
lel(=mcomhaahe)coni(om-salolelelamosaMmeal-Meba-t-lonablmoy-bacthalemel-saxeyaaal-iale-eyi 
Game One. Responses occasionally would take upwards of 10 
Tororo) alo kom co a-iqenaabe-balomdal-m-liblelent)amonk:jo)(-h)meymudal-meosaahaat-halemmeycoyaayel’ 
AVéchomm o} Contec ccs quar-WAU=) at- M (oler-1uloyame(=syouaholaloyamar-loMel-(-samebkjolr-ai-romml' santa 
1d abicw ii c-Kow- LiKohiicare mcomexoy ahanaher-lihimat- baal ol-)qiea\-m—sahlohisaat-salmosmeal-mer-haatsss 
remains a mystery. 


Bil chalem-a'c-vayadabhale mbaucom-(ececoleealem-nalomacesaam-llmdal-moraheleslsjaqmeymdal-mabasye 
game, the parser was still the key area that spoiled the gaming 

pq ol=9 okay aKO=m SL UR@WA Lo) colo) mm \aheals c- lela .Glolomcmaat-haebanalem \sahuhalem-iqd(-maielie 
more of an expressive narrative, and less of a laborious slow-paced 


trudge than Game One. Without Mitchell it would have been easy for 
Beam to lose enthusiasm for the second game, and given their 

od akc hale (om haMecie-labkcmcom- Mine) d, cn Ke) ca auhg-ME1ablonloMmeyi(-) mov al-meluhaciebhave mual=sn4 
fo) /Vaq on d=r-huAtccm-le(osaXer- Md al=aimerob (om at-hic-m ol-1-1 amy co1bis\-1e meme al=aial al-Ke 
delivered an adventure-by-numbers. Despite Paul's best QA efforts, 
Job Te fesse l-¥ oc) ol—t-ba-romdabaoleresalelehaneat-mer-naqt-m-nalomuat-m-saal-icelcsans 
oX=Jak-higkolon e-mexo) alan anel-romcom-naahersiom olf-hicosacm- have Mel-a'(-1 (eo) e\-sace-100.¢om 


DSENULN Mohler Waalodquniacjoloyam-lelolbimc-volanqiler-l@elblecmmesi Pim ual-Mey ald al-1i 

fo fom aqt-mecoyhale mii a-m lerime (oyhalemudal-meaunatermuat-imer-haqk-ye-Melomcom-Mer-haqlee 
You know — STAB ELROND; attempt to use Sam Gamgee as a leather 
carrying case; CLIMB INTO PLANT POT - these all triggered off 
s(Sfoyatol-yanblihtmerc-VAiméahbale fmm Comey alm ic-tomnaic-iactit-e me bamab abate mdal-yaam-lmdal— 
time, so they were just left in. 


fo) hal Ma a=yq-whce- Vamp c-baqielt-m haw. magt-\er-VAbal-Misal-iq-Msy- baa at-Com-juablerei(-rel 
dahgeojblolam- hale maqK-iqcyat-l(o)emdal-Meost-laha@je)lol-) amcloyaat-reyal-Mat-Lomedqi-maaloyeled ans 
SY a0 dil KORS) = 1 FO) > om © OM 7 Ui foes) al-llolole (ola -)- Kam Mate lacmd atom dangle! 
Volo Dim c-t1ubale mm ha lcmanaal-Moroyal-yonqauhatem-Valemicolemaqhbtim@al-Au-w-Maabiqkemdat-1t 

1d qungl.ccMoyMonQueliUr-lmdaubater-mmr-ValodMdavhal ¢:MoymdquiatefMcom-Jalolbnm-lmdal-mest-vale 
Joy Co (-yar- Wale Mcy-(-w mae lo (ww Colmes AM ie mam Cchjalalem-lalemaanqahqalbatemdal— 
grandiose ideas down. 


One bug that became a favourite of the Beam team was first 

Ko C=yahahal=romhaMmer-t¢¢l-mOyalom- bale mer-baalqiom o)bngeloli-lhabalvomy allele) mele 

Vi Ko) coo) aun hem hah'colatc-ro mr. m oy (-1ei-moymbat-babhaat-lc-mabba@auhuvha-maat-\arcy-1-)aaKs1omce 
come to life. 


SENOAN Waly Coal romd alm -ai-vaasabhavantaaat-laleyer- nahi elole) cork mam Mahima C-ya4) 
1 Koy m-Xoy aqX= d-y- Xe) am celbliom-0) ol-r-Var- qa: tate loyaqmnamedal-Meol-haqval-ye(-\-1meyme)t-le-s 
— and even travel about. 


BN Coy avoy al i Mal-y¢-miicKom-Molbnni-) @enié-iaqpnaMcyeyaqt=y) daly q-e- bale mig c-y-lo mm oy- Kime at) 
Fate Moy md al-wciu abate mh aivomdal-Mal-> ame) al-Mm)santol aMnisc- tw. Moleybalc- mcom-veyaqt-idavnate: 
Ugh henge hg atmo)b ia comy- ham M al-w ik Valoler-nahial slele) cer by-Me fel -. oma (1-1 aie 


ASZcNONN ha qt-Yo Ml ol-1-1gl- Mol t- 1-9 (om ob lem hal da\-Wahe-)a@er-\aal-Meom-romd al-MiUE-Vaveler-hahta 
| sYofo) Core Lomiiec Ewe (lider g-he-1atmolt-lev-vem hamid al-mt-leco) alo Mer-haal-w-bce-Mer-le mm Mat. \e 
fol haahat-romdaunalemi'olbl(omabiaqmohomhamdal-Mi-ihcoK- 1m 0) t-Le-t). 


| DY=lblol=se-ic=1yiaebaKerhblobhale M10 lol al. moleke me) alel-lar-hialolebanecolaameal-mabacit 
haksie-leaqtesauannalcomdal-mc\-reropalemer-Saal-maunhahc-rom-lm@r-Nam-l(csaal-sal@eyi 


Joly qle-Mcolmoymaqh'managt-wa-lolbilConhavemudar-imer-taal-m-yqlenhal-mw ll mdal-meolel—w 
needed [...] was already there. I just built the character scripts, by that 
uhaqQemdat-Mer-laqtem=yalephaQ-Miic CMe) d.ahalemay-lin'mn'c-l| em wey a Misfoygeloyd muat-y¢— 

a VccKcecy alli Wo (-vor-sqh@r-Vaalolenaimoymer-Vaql-Myic10-1 aqme (-a'c-lloyeyaqt-val@mejolunaquer-juceyal 
Wao Mol-joyblefeshalem ivomel-Meloyal-] Mm Moyalimrc-legel-latmaziqqt-yaqlel-) @mdal-vacW\c-14-—-) 
Jobb aKela Moy mi-ler-l(-ti-m o} colene-Haqhaqt-yecmoloyhalem-limdal-m/ vod qmcloyaqt-Jaley mm) 
sqatcvat-\e(-rom come (la hmeyalcomdal-mihtaja(-\-1m ce) mdal-Mer- heals] piadat- 1a RP 


Bi at-hal.cuollaam iiaal@m/\r- lwo d-cebht-roMohau-llmopmdal-mer-baal-w-l(oyalersslol-m UbKerar-(1| 
O'Rouke. For her part, she never received the press acclaim that her 
Zo) {=m} alo) bi Kolm ak-hicom- hag c-KeatreR 


[LynC] My speciality was doing the Faceless deep support. They say 
fo} Mo l-1e-ley-Ky-w-Vohaquhqhicjac-\corecmdqt-lmalomroyal-M eaten i'm idal-Lmdal-yimelomenal (13 
daX=y'@-Wa-1 ame loynale mia oycoyol-id hia Mam BU himel aiilonq-iqMt-Nq-Wualeycetnat-ic-lhimoycelble 
foy im aNorbamqatondat—yanitdat-yaMdal-\ary-\-Baqhimat-laal-Melic-lom 


MM ar-bal.ablintayifoy cele) m@-mena-he)ablermiiciaom-mauele(-mhaayesged'c-saal=) al um=t- lol amablerciay 
hee WiisaMn end aM lolecmo}mere)(olebar-balomc-l.chalemehom- Mie les:ic-balur-lm-baaelonalmey meal 
ou co{os a Matt ahe aur. Ms} ale) ame (-1-\or ayo) ekolameyimdal-m (oler-1uloyamnamt-hael-sait-y.4e 
Bizarrely, as the location description was being written to the screen, 
id alome bho) t- yi maiicckomolk-hal.qaromm- bale mad al-mcoler-Lekosamene-ye)anlomeat-samone-h same hanyic- Fs 
FNamolekem=snk-1o1 om ol bhum co) cenhis-lolicmepatc-yamdal-meper-luhaymeymedal-montsjo)(-hiew- bake maat= 
e-Koumdat- hand al=mepe-he)ablermi\ccyq-mnatcie-h aldatmontsjo)t-yi(-1e mem avom ollolar- hale mall mdabks 
1uhaa\cwmn xo) ae) aloo md al-my#.@ts) ol 101 eae bane (elm e atom ol-1:)meymdal-m-».4ol-sal-talermKoy 4 

MUNG Eu ¢-Lakoyakpmn ahd amd al=m ltd Qatcosacyoyameymdal=mer-haatomat-hahatem-baunaat-le(omioyg 
Ngee hale mat-lumoymdal-mer-baa\-t:Mol0 me) arom Coler-1uley alma @reyaanaalelelolcom- have! 
PaWaaksj0e- lo MOR\=) acMat- Co Maca /\(-) apd lGorjee- Locos alway \aheamdal-mer-Naqiomol-snalem-yahunaci av 
1p qgero) aly! mikey al ololoyar-te},@s}ol-1e1 sab haa men)\sal-) em Galoms} 51 Om clo) amdabicmanaal-)p 


WN Koy aos WIN! ENvelabh ave mdal-mepc-yolahlote-Vaule- lanier d mic Lmbalccycociah ale mb 
well, because they were limited in their colour palette and the 

fol ak- he-Voat-y my ol-1(-14¢-Meamydat-imdal-yimevolbl(omelomitaidamenc-lolahle:mojae-mel-lauleiblt- ha 
jolt luce} aqamam M al-mene-he)auCotwi'c-14-m:Jol-rerhaler-]iaimolbnlimiorm@-\-\elamerma alt= 

Jol VaKey a gat eed aM aX -Ws) ol-Voiaqbiaqmen(obama@lat-\'c-e- WM abledqtarg-.relibiuloyamene-le)ahker 
mode that we were using, so it was almost like ASCII art or block art. 
hit (oy bm (ole) at- 1m dal-wyo)qql-Moymd al-M-».4U-y alo (-lo Ws] Oa led at-Vc- (el (<) acy-1 CE) 

| 0) (ofod tame) muh al-- hadi hm’ olbm\-1 mee) folpha-whal-Me-haslePltVaniic himicolemerepliel 
make art out of it. So, the artists were trying to produce the entry 
Yor-) al =} fam <y- lod q oy mad qX Mj ol f-c) qe Yor (=) anal Cod alm (oler- lu loyal meryh ale me) lolel.¢ 

fon e- ho) qh lor-e- havo md al-y'aa(-9¢-e- le) (-m Come (oMel—iac-) mene-helahlermovamdal-onm-vale! 
Jukes aud hia ol-1at-) men g-Velaivocmey ami al-e On 





mt G5 ¢- Yo), do) my DXovo) 7 hm mi 'c- tm al-\'(-) a» cor hc—le m-leloyb iad at- ime at-haat-mm uA al-y alma al= 
boss says this is the name of it, then that's the name of it. Crack 
(0) me DYoYo) 47 BLU 1me lol-s-j am ite)! moynmadat-mcoyaleib(- mmm 





sq ah bsyod abK=a'coybtspaX=sstom oak: hal o)ble)elt=om-haqkesake madal-mic-balolblcmaal=saqlel-sasmey md ale 
development team. On closer inspection of the retail instructions, 

jab bad a\cyamoatalol=sqKer-moy md anism ¢-lcrer-1bhqimereel (om ol-m Ko) bhalo mm DI-1-Joyhtomey al-lele) ames 
Ii Ko) oo) mel—shale Mer cre bnt—1o com ad anlahom Unicel alll mdal-mhalthia-licvemer-ai(= 

qaLexole sabato) am co mae Ml a\-w ar. ler-] (<1: os dole ne-haahaals) acm Orolo) el-se-leat(-me-balemdal-mnaluge 
folibhdom-ie-hecromdat- lami fo) colo) aukm- Me) aller-Nahaey(-1e\-mo}mpr-bale- ly) mcveyaalc-8 do 
dat-bal.qcMcom alow cota) coyd.cnalemeymaat-bahymosmalcmer-haal-Mcmc\iac1Ucsaalsmohiar-Mablesalays 
trained team of idiots." 


fo) ahal Mt Wat-Ven icc tomaqt-mmer-Vaal-M ona ad aViled eM hicod alll Mm bal:yoyhe-to Monta abiite) 
Mitchell with assistance from JRR Tolkien. Give him credit, [and] in 
JohaqkeMer-{-cMdat- ime bod ol-yal-sah@s gq -rom-Nale mM o{-\-Vaqmeleyag’'c.tc-mm Mm ole) am mer-lalt 
i} oly Va Koy am aKoy/mdat- haat: lejel-yal-ro Mm olPNM i c-Bi ici -MeLynalemol-Vec(-) a--alomuabnate ts 
1dat-l@el-\c-lo macoyaqmd alm nivelat-l|M-1¢- 0m mX-lhmlucolatedhtam-halom\ (oyacoyam-nalo ml w-Hell 
Yond -—romdat-ladaQ-a'an ci ccmat-lejonim@m alo) mcon at-\ic-ma at-\al(-ai¢-] Mey mi ol-y ecto) ate 

Joy g-have bale mm Ml at-hic-vaM aco) qecojat-iqm-lelolehud alow x-(er-](-\ iw a gelene-haanaat=y as 
Cooperative; it was a reaction to something we felt was overbranded. 


ASE Nb LN @Lovo) ati (-y- lab s{-r-baaW ie ale) a alel(-m-lmenhianale merc-te him 


AN Coy aver al Cole mexol ello mr had ql-1 a Mam md al-Mer-Vaa-Baieicciaamn chm abbalercnaatorane- ling 
obit a ota sd avl@- bale MhmabhaalMolblaa'(-1coyanl.c. Mmalelqiem@lm-\c-1 ey alm mente matey: 





| DY=tsYou gh 0) 4 oy alsMi\(=) coms) aKovausyal=rom(ohok-med alm avo hecorsloyambam-hic-vit-lel(-m.e.¥iyI 
shakoromdalom-lohi(cs ahaehaomulc-Fow- Mcp hale itm lol-lol-romer-hagme-hdal-sandar-bamayomnal 
Rings) but the story was tighter and followed the events of The Two 
Towers more closely than Game One. Food was a lesser evil, with the 
Jao) o) oyhesmer-baa'ahate m- We rolole m:1by eo) 0) \\molm=l\c-samoyacr-Lomudat-hmecelel (om el-mbry-lom- he 
jokoyhahecmeymahbhale(-) atemdavolblelamcomcr-hulyamudal-shar-lbhe)el-iavm-leerolaayelile= 
Gollum, they'd have to seek an alternate source of sustenance. 


(fo) lib haabmey arsyaal=t-le lo) em ol-ter-baak-meak-mei-)ahu¢-lmavopatyelt-hte-1e)(-Mel al-b¢- leit) a 
Mordor's version of The Hobbit's Thorin - as he was constantly in 
Wale meleumoyimdal-molt-htc-) acm (olet- Loko} aMmyal-r-l.ahale mopnmpnalcomdat-moleljal-cMantdalsyal 
piColbmm al=\=10l=io Ml auhaqMm@r-iaenavemdal-wmralle- heave) br-mengsr-Nubba-mcomal=iye) 
oCsaqKeyabsiue-1cso md alomceqssalesdamoymhaleluljqum-bavemi/[o) colo) amu hel-saleye 

(ol ab a- Coit) coun ahtcy ¢-Koeko)aln'\r-l-e-1e)K-m com at-balol(cm-Mmaaheluahublel-Meymobhec-yqcyane 
(oro) ahié=3 at Leo} akcw- bale mecohaahaar-baelsMol-1Ai\i-\-sqlmelat-be-le1t- eco) @.enaremitahaal 

fo) d aX=y aed ak-b ¢-Koat=) aM mab baler-baatyahe- lm como} colend-isshaleme(-1-jo\-sauhalcom dats 
adventure: With their Elven cloaks, and armed with his Mithrill 

(olat- Whalen aat-Wimsjquhaur-haloms MaX-m ad qht-lmolmer-l(-lon al] Mua qolelom.¢-1-)o)merohaaher-Banis 
sand alnsy-baamdabcolblesamdal-me-hale|(-meymudal-m DI-r-lom Ut-has)alocw-bavem-lercessscmdal= 

| DY=SYo) t= hci ad t- Wh aksMeoyaucom- Wm aqt=(-10hale mi \ahdaus a-he-baqbhem @r-helc-thamesmerolaloloye 

| yo) aan d aX-mos co}<1-) c0)-\o lcm heme a\-mo)eol-yabbatemoymbaalt-\om\UKeycesslemdal-ayaiic-ll.qnhalce) 
daKomV(-ll(a)moymnd atom \t-4e sb lemolunaalemd al-motcole).¢-lom1r- bh eo) mOubahdam@sale(olem-nalel 
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venture into Shelob’s Lair where the curtain closes on Game Two. 


si aXomcy-1(-moymm UC-1 elo) bh gato eKolek{-m com UE-K1t-) au ce) ahlom olehumer-Blem com isle) cele) 4 
qaeroa Aran ale md aXomst-NaqX-M=p.46 ¢-hic-ler-N ahem er-Kel.¢-\e phate m-halomolelelecesia)mer-haqley-benameyi 
dal-mabecjmer-baal-mm M al-moyalenbat-lMel=r-lmiisieawaUl(-sal-bavemOpah)\ahamat-(ol el-\-1alsKoya 
(=FeYod ame r= haa\=m coma altel (oko (-m- Mero) ohimolmdal-malo)'c-] bm olonmdalsmalciiiar-lblits3 a= 

ona als acu) abe) el-1e mise) colo) auhau- ll efoto br-ie-halor-baemelelble)(-mret-kys\-1acom (oantcol | 

(or K{-mne (o} ah aiclumnd at-humdal-yhar-}e) ey cey- lel al’ ic-Km olen ds] Mmenahic-vamonimdalomahat-havers 
FNalombangubl-valer-lomohimda-maal-¥.¢-taehoMovmeal-ms}ahuljamer-baalsmagt-ta.¢-1em a=) 
expressed his frustrations to Australian Commodore Review 
sqatcker-VAnalomcy-hiahale md at-Lamenall ssahe-UhamGassa-micmer-yac-bhal\iad alm e)a-tt1b8 com Ke) 
ole aM=at(cyatadabhatemolbhumhalvomdal-maat-b4.¢-140)(-\o-mm me aa\=t-t 4 MniZoleme(-im- lolol han Ke) 
aX=yi\mn ed (soos ha We- Wa (<1 -). ol eo RO} Moco) bhas\- mb hme alo) My \(ovadalsjel-valonhavemudal-monaak 
Wako m-hatctahuleyamo}au-Mer-'aql=m ol-ler-Ne hom (olom\(oyalme(-1n\celen aaaley al-\\alel- (ol. 

Oh dal=yar-Voatc-squueha-rmdar-LarsJansojel-ombbalol-sandal-malcaiim@UC-1lelolbngalsm ekelek-mt-lel-1l 
such as The Mystery of Arkham Manor released in the same year [see 
ESB IMO] S} i gYor-uarcaro Md al-mcy-baal-mbbavek-varidal-lbqabbatemua-y-luaat-valeus Mal= 
jey-Kod.e- le phale momoyal=m actol=i-9qqbhale mm ct- Nab h a= \c- meee (-) ate E16 al ahale me) (-1e(-meyi 
ENaaitcoyd.q-squend(=1e mimes aX=](oloMmageyaam-Kevelt-bhaal-iomKoll.ol-sam-NauljamK-loM \T-Tyaqhadal 


[Norton] There was a conflict between what Mastertronic wanted and 
(Nd ak-Val ct oro Mc halcvom-Waccyary-lluhqlem U-lloloybnaql-M x lolehy-mm monlonammacr-linmey- hig 

1d at-aniccva'magublolam-huc-yqinlolam-halemer-Vammecovaabaal-yalmoyami/qt-lqnqaher-(eimual— 
qat-d.c-1an ale Moymeyer-le(o)|AMoy mi (oy cele) may-\om 


fo) ahal Va dat- ia oloyhaham ini'c- tom colomat-Val(-McoMol-Meobicy.lejeloynaic-vo mm Mal-3¢-MiicTS 
oR ad atomdavallmcomanatemolehadat-lm ia) 'c-tmelbimdal-y ccm 


ASENO LM Mt omaqt-) mime (-vanahic-lhiarc-limlal.<-mn'c-M at. lem ol-\-yaMebcoyeyer-le Macey aq. 
jo} q=yaqh-) = oy ce) (-1e1 mi Com-Nae-lrona cam 


For the first time in several years Melbourne House did not preview 
an adventure game at the 1987 PCW Show. Adventure publishing was 
sqakeyianale mhaicomd al-mhalebK-m:jo)al-yq-Mn/\ahdaMmeatomstd o}hapaar-Bhalieqcr-baamaat-Ba.coit 

hae sere le) \vam ol- Fiend al=mol-r-l.qr-hale meamel-volbhaX-mm Opal al-m Rodd oyhupaat-Volauhal=rcy 

IW Te pase Lomeyes coll tcmat-lom/coniiccromudal-moleleltxomi\ahdaly Mal-ma-h gabe bale mic West-10 
to release The Guild of Thieves alongside Level 9's Scapeghost and 

1d aK=m => cora1i Kos qua Grate) aat-wa¢- lake (=) am pidamcjebemeceyaahel-iahuleyamacosaameatcmal=y ae 


“It definitely felt ike we had been 
(oh co) o) ol-o mage) aqme: me) a-yaqh(=14-m ey ce) (-(eimvom-nal 
also-ran. " 


generation of games Mordor received a less than lukewarm reception 
hamid al-mer-haquhale me) a-s\-Mm Opaind atom @rosaahaaleloloyd-Mormel-baelelelr-baut mies a-(el-Thtc-16 
laXzr- Wat mes gh ekesk:saalan \ahdaWA/A-Nellor meosaahaal=sahuhavemuar-imdal-meval\imerololomdabhates 
Flelolbhumdal=mer-haalom ie Fomaar-Laphmonlohammene-t-JaMe-balem hun’ \c-t-}qmamme(-Jenal-io mice 
share the fame of its predecessors". ZZap!64 awarded the gamea 
paltry 55%. Premier adventure guru Keith Campbell, writing for 

(Groh aahaakoleko)a-mOl\-yanaat-(ol-mual-meveyaqher-baksvo)amol-iayc-1-)amdal-mal-aniaRotvoyne 

exc Nasi=s acm- bale iyo) colo) acm hate lekJaum cloyhahebatemo)ehanear-lanhan'\-l:Mm (ole) .ahalemi(cats 
\Coyate whale al-mcolold ama mbbaaubalem auicw-luc-saleloyamcomeat-mer-haal-mmal-m-Ni\t-haelslo mhare| 
Ko Vi bia-7 RO ie-hebate md at-lamad alm ol (olapicw cheat) mUhal-» conluhalemmdal-W ole yA4Al-1mt- (ol. 
ahtcyqcrcjar- bale Mmdatcmr\salol(cmcer-haatc] MEMol-yt(oskomeymalvhaalelen aul Malm. @rcyol-leinabnad) 
Wako maWaaksjug-(o Mts e-sloyatsmr-baalomaat-ncephat- linia ol-1a¢-) am \/NN.«-mel-sae-hacmham Colona 


[Below] The Faceless Programmers Cooperative is credited for the 
development of The Shadows of Mordor. 


© 1987 Beam Software 


Credits 
The Faceless Programmers Cooperative 
Cover illustration © 1986 Ted Nasmith 


This program is published with the co-operation of the Tolkien Estate 
and their publishers Unwin Hyman. The plot of Lord of the Rings, 
the characters of the Hobbits, and other characters from the Lord of 
the Rings are copyright © Unwin Hyman 1966, 1974, 1979, 1981. 





64 


(@} oj oles-shc-] PaWaMbnalbE1b(-\o Moya lenhat-lm oe) coloym@eloy-ssile]htmioy ad al-mOl.@naat-b4:¢-19 Key 
1d als morent{=) @r-1a'\£0) 4 an Ko) aw Ml al=m OF ¢- (ol, ao) ms Dlole) aa! 


Syhakeik-bngmdakelblesaiavisloyge lo) aai\r-tmnic-3 gta aque lel all el-1a(-) aeal-hal Mo}ceme) muala 
abate Kw balemme c-yqqbhatol-\omlavhaal Moymdat-mo)(--k1bnq-moymolt-\anale mM al-m a lo)e)oyimieye 
datomabesimahaq\-em olbhuantaheam-lolol-remeroyaaye)(-> oiaiaum M alow oul lepahaameym.¥aal1ee-(o 
PXoiloyabmeakolelesamaqt-bhaly) mes giaker-|meoymdal-mer-baa\cmnamanlcmaccaalca ia RiiccBCOlcro mnt 
81%. 


hale bbc) e\-e-Nalom sp aue-bhabmeal-merseae- beam i=l mopaM@UC-)lelolbngal-m a lolbii-wcw he) cemeys 
the Rings games with Shadows of Mordor. The series received one 
EES al ahbhae-VaMn\daX=saMGr-tealom Op alom- bale mil Co) colo) mai\i-sd-melubatelizyemcole(-idal-sanniaheal 
1d alomo}akephat- law M¢l-m an lo)o)oyim- tay M al-m ke)! .q(-emy balrolesimeyimeal-mebalontjolenc-re 
kings of compilations, Beau Jolly in late 1987. The “ultimate 
adventure” compilation was well received with C&6VG commented 
dat-hand a\-maw Keyl q(-ya mw Wal lolen mtce- Wey allnt-Naheyer-\ol.¢-ler-miopar-Voht(-1ahaueacmir- hale hale! 
Kw able salva ccreroyaahaat=yalol=ro mm 


Across the pond, the true trilogy was set to be completed, and it was 
in the States where the best experience of Beam Software's output 
(oxo) bom ol-mxo)bnalo mm MaX-mUlomorosaahelbhc-) muht=ye-1abndom olblolekslal=) av .\elontsyolate 
Wesley retained their ties with Alfred Milgrom and builta 
1qalr-LaKoyaksjaby om \ahdamsyo}aa’\¢-ba-m Mlei-y alossatem-baXe M\/R-ha.¢-1abatemoyansy Ml \Umemeyal-meyi 
|sYar- hace p dole homey meroyaahey-Babk=s-muat-Nmal=1kemhecmeaic-]it-veiabr-lm-bakem«-1el abalelroleats 
jeycejelvania ale salecs 


PaWitoyag Lele) ubiahnave my Mal-W a (o)e)elLew Xe lobisvey ata (=1(avmop. aces alelcvomd alana 
“Software Adventure’ series to include Game One and Shadows of 

Wi Co) Koo) diam Una Ko) and al-m ab e-japnat-ie-leaa\csaumndal-avasce) (toy i\(-1omdal-mond(-meyi 

so) l.al-sqMsmolole).ccwmq-sar-baabhalemOr-1e¢(-m Oy et-mcomy Mal-wat=1 (ol -1¢l)omeymialow sqialee 
Wale Maz) (-t-tssh ale me hess au hols ¥ Aco) ala i s3\/ ll Ore @royaqhaalolelo)d-Moy-7MWAsyu Vo) e](-m ale. hale! 
IW R-Youhahcorsameroyaqholehc-secmm'\ahdamdalow-lolonhulovar-lmic-r-hapnamanaat-mel-ia/\(-\-sqmeal= 
European release and the US release hitting the shelves, they 

dea Coya.cato Md aX=m-Lontccy ahabea=scw qqt-l.onakemUl\-moymdal=Mon ls) .¢ol o}-b:\-10 maat-Volabnatts 
(oroyaqhaqkosauhal.Waal-y qlor-hamaleyaq\-s:yr-ualomedalcm-hie-bit-loylena)meymedalomel-1ac-) 4 

yale phalomekoatc=) (oy el=1e ml ohms \ Cosacoyale- hale Ml iniaql@m Ko) ancy et-lele)/ me) miUle)ge le) am ereyal= 
sVc-¥ownd aX=mexoyaqy eo) (=> am oy-Ner=1o mcyonaat-y aMmr-Atcolehar-halombalsiccr-lomudalomcseaahelenal=rel 
ohEsyo)k- hiar- halo al=t- hel Color Nalosamiiconiuc-Lexoyalsaal-volat-Nanl-saaMy\s-Fm-saahel(eni{c1em 
Np qaor-haakomrsy gt-e (oh) Amo) mi [o) colo) gm .<-1-) oshale mdaX-mat-baabhave meres ahic-salecolawnal 
[bbaX=m\shdamdal-sharecoyahaha-yale-lmerelorshalsmM atoms Kol l.al-yalmcvoyaaie-ha-maVOki(- alabe as 
Series was completed with a final game called The Crack of Doom 
released in 1989. Originally titled The Return of the Ring, the final 
forchaakombaMdatomci-) alti \e- bow or-koi-1em bh eloyaMolele).a-ih aos Mal-m (cach ga mermedal= 
I\Ghakem(\audatmdaXqme)(chic-) e-l.onale meal-msvol(-m co)t-mopmcy-Naqmer-naqke(-(-mm'\/sal-yameals 
(of-haakomcie- baecwm@r-haale(-iomunalofsmanhaqts\-1mr-lundal-m colo) meoymdal-B-1e-bhacml-t-lobhale mice 
1d aK-mcon/\(-s osm Orbahdam@pale(olmi\sak-sa-m alow aquelimeoni{-sceceyaal-m-Mencelel omosmc-idal=y¢ 
{bh ayo) (=r-Kct-balmo) corse bale Mud=-m a colelomm Mole (-idal-y audacarmuchic-lmdabaolelesamdal= 
joy-Wac=sa Wie Fite) (bale meym Kos geloyar-Nalembalcomdal-mal-qia-iceyaal-\olameym iUkolenane 

| DYoXos ane (115 ceyishake md atom abate meyalercw-Nalom coy ar-lle 


FNcwa Ved aley allele) \¢moy mil Ko) go lo) am- hale) daX-sanbhalton'(-remer-haa\smat-haal-mmaaley a= 
unofficial titles were suggested by the development team. Norton 
told Australian Commodore Review that “Where Hobbits Dare came 
1bhom-halomhmer-1blefahanel-vo)e)(-eomhaak-lephat-heleyabe- bale m-a1(-) atceyal-mloic-ro mam 
possible title for [Crack of Doom] was The Nazgtl Has Landed!" 


Ufo) ah aN Oy ¢- To), oy my Dolo) sams maiic- Vm al-at(-3 => corhc-lo-lelolbhamdat-Laal-baat-mn's satya) 
the boss says this is the name of it, then that is the name of it. [...] 
(Gs ¢-Yo} Ho) Doro) s; Biblia lol-s1 am ile))\moynmdal-m coy ale ib (-m 


i aX-m 0) colekbroraKoyamahaat-meniiahalol(-omncolaaW illo) cele) mcmalc-lhic-m aakeyandalsmece)’ isa) 
Kol: We a=saqt-d.¢-l0](-mdahat-maalo) aud qlcmm Malou} ales atcsalcromel=ai(-iko)eyaqt=sah@anaatomntccts 
1otoie-baatsy ahem comdalomiaissloyameym ad qulehoM\/hhvel al-]lmcomeK-ac-](o)em- Mm d-1brsy-lelicm-hale 
doy @le) (oe Kohtcrquabbacm\eahehale Mcyic1C-)aqmer-balomdal-mol-aicolalosam-balem el-Kt-sleyammelent 
ibaucomdaX—m-yalephal-m-Halom\seuenatem oh’ md al-m w-\e-1t- tm an celene-naqbaannare 

(Golo) ol-ye-huhic-mwUmmd atom sale meymsy allele) «Moy mi Lo) cele) am-taelehalem Dl-\e-saalel-y¢ 

DoT cleo Wyte gl @m at lem (cams si-t- baa (ole). ahalem co) ar-Wal=a'\mevar-ll(-yale(-mmhal(csamvlo)ahae 

IN osavosale-halemr-haMmbnatesa-lonht-(o mm a- holm ke lomcomecoyaqye)(cic-mdal-mold.e 


BR OUR A (cy algacoyaatl a{-r-aam vom Morey aaloy-Hantmey coven blort ale m-W-.e) MENA (-saqWaqoyaal 
scratch. [...] They needed a database and systems guru — and that was 
really my speciality. 


BN Coy avoy alc hm-rsy-valar-llaiadal-Meoy alii ey cole nc-haahaal-1m@oyaM Orc-\e]. ao) m Dlole) 419 
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Sam 15 on a broad Uneven Staircase 
Which twists up through the rocks to 
he tower of Cirith Ungol. 





[Above] American publisher Wesley-Addison released The Crack of Doom on a variety of US-centric machines. Here is the attractive title screen 


Naleme)el-saheakem (oler-LekosaMmilubljae-luleyamacesaamd atom NsJ\) me DIOh mw er. Waic-sessleyae 


foyb ha oy'mdal-raindalom-yahuba-mer-haalom-vale shalom ic tmeroyaqvel(-(cmwy UM mc hear llag 

fe Coyhatom cto Mbhad(-Moyhmoymel-lolbleronhqlemmol bial m-lelenaqt-valcclomdat-m—yalenhal-me 
implement a combat-y type of system, where you were never 
fopbF-Wae-Vahtci-re md q\-meolbiCecolaql-Moym-el-ind(-mm MolpiMimYoyaqlqidahalemdat-hMiic- Tw ah ale te 
(oy Mb ow Me Dl od DA -vavouh al-Mame(-Jol-yqloubatemonqMy'sat-i-a'(-) mi a'gel-Moymi(-t-heloraimicolel 
sic g-Mer-hagiabatemicolbime(omaqveyc-meor-naat-\e(-mr-Valemielbmat-Aiu-w-Me-yar-Vhamcl-1me)i 
Ja LUE halo Me (-jol-valohtale Moy aMai\dalomicolb mero aal-mohom-ler-Hiatimtcelemagt- hime) maar Nig 
not win. 


aXoKenhsyos ata (tia) me rN mealomaalloleaymosak-munat-lmughonaqiolammaat-Whale-whanbavemudal= 
ib hel=y geome ier luhgymeoym cy-lol.¢-lephale maat-iar-Lecero) aay e)-baul-\om-t-lolameymdal-th meya-aiale) bls 
releases. The lavish and glossy box was adorned with sumptuous 

s Koll ai-sau-baalcold.q@r-balom-Nam=y.copeskviComunal-Mone-h)\aaleaat-lemey Mm \Uleygeley amv lolanal 

pg olk-beak-ro mcomaNeriac-luk-ham@reyaabaalolelosaomaccaral-aimaat-ler-VAnalomisantad atom Obs) 
joLb Le) bE) al=sau at-Neme royal comb lol all (-salendatsmuomaal-l.comdalomaqierenme(-baaloce- Mc alots 
o} ie (=1-5h ¢- 10] (=o) 0) (=101 Kei ae (-mst- Be PaO aY<W- ba alolon aie) mer-ba-m-balom-luc-sqieloyalmdal= 
American market requires when releasing games is about 50 times 
qakeyccmadat-haMd atom ale dubcJalaat-¥.¢-1m6 oli bee me aat-Blehalem@ol-ler-1bls\-md aly) moyaeleleler- 
fewer units and titles than the British do." 


AVVehd ald atomccy qar-lent(crahaehasmaat-b4.¢-1qnhamol-\oluhal-me-batome)(-hic-) acwaake)analemoyalve) 
Koved oyhanqat-\ol qbhal=s-W han ic- Void a\-m yale Moym-haM-ye-hr-bavemi\ahdatolbhar-bal-Vaahler- mod 
Atari ST or European release sales were poor. Crack of Doom remains 
1d aX-m e-¥ dc] a ONGC Koy mere) IK-Yoi vo) ecm \ancjquhale mome)ol¢-thameym-ll uy Mal-m ho) come) mdal= 
Rings games. 


BN Coy oy al te Co) a Com dal-M-valo Moy Oy ¢-Lo]. do) mM Dloloys quia. mere) aahe)(-1c-B-vaXe Md al-14-) 
Nechpatomabhadal-ymorcolenc-vaquaqhiglem-bacq) adat-1@tom-haleml Molomale Mm 'dahim@imal-a(-1¢ 
foo) Mobi bh aicom 16h co) el-) mm M1 bE) ol-lo1 md al-14-Wai\c- Loe: Morey ahinlormiiaidamdal-B alanis 

ron a al=y e-Moy mC] lelolbhaql-m an Kolbiy-e-nalemdal-movalephat-|Mo)aql-ye-Moymi(-llelolbhaal= 

1 Co) DES— Wm ol bh am Mat: \ic- aKom bahioygaat-laloyameyamdat-Vumndar-Leyol-\i(-) @ 


IN Coyacoyau-baemvlo)qbalei-licndat-landal-mahaq\-m at-\omeroyaal-mcomaslenii-noyamm Mal-) 

1¢-¥.¢ 101-9 osmY R=) Lolo) ong al=m me Kolb is\om at-lo mol at-ale(-romedal-maal-¥.¢-16) omoymaal= 
ekoyaahey-bahiam-bakemi shea aat-bahimralel-voler-haal-molencyhakcst\-1mec-baryheleyabnalemageyaa) 
Mero) ac-le(-mnarenljea'mhalcomdal-B\-salolblmeve)geley ¢-1X-mice) dre meal=me(-a1¢-1Ko) ol=1 65 
Koobato medals qaki-1ai(cs-w-l and atom olelacey aqme) md alm oyl(-mhal- Ml ales1elt-m-aniahaovanaa-sale 
si al-mad-(-10(oaat-moy mend -r-honiahgim@at-(omi'sidal-)q-1ome-halemls{-r-haqm@el-ter-hamcomKolol ES 
fo} ald aX—m o} colo he cera loyal bhal-moy mero) ahi(-) e-sloham- bate meleyals\o) (=m! (o)d.emm Mal-melat- bale (-15 
oxo) 61 Co il ol-mx=1h ah alm ol-) as1o) ah al-]mcoloMm-i-jol-relr-liniar-iad al-mce) om 


[Paul] Fred was initially a kaftan-wearing chap who seemed to really 
rayfopimabhabavnalem ahicmolbbcynal-ctma i" al-yamdalomevoyaqyel-Hahtmaat-it-Haqkeyge)alery-ro mia) 
LEN ci mah aal-pm alma g-vakcsaqkolepanat-vomlalvom-Meblje-Falaalet)ha-mm Mem iM Mal-moll-lat-We 
free spirits from older days were definitely backed into “Fort Apache” 
Walon alolmt-hejoyg-rert-uc-ro mM ohimdal-Mal-aimecoyagey-hahimers iqbid-wm Mal-mevolaaher-vahimalen 
saat Co l—Meroy ah'g-y ¢:} (ey al-Mmalo) mos atentat.lmer-Waq\-\-Mm')(-mcoyele sala cololda- hale mat-Himce) 

| qXo) Co Meoyaicomdal-Wablamm aj) q@-coloyal hum’ 's-\M(-1-\ic-md al -m o)t-(er-Keo) aecomaat-\om 


Maid etd atomct-haament-yhalclene-lahakem-bavemdal-mccyamr-lohiccsaluehacmaat-Nd.¢-imiccbaunalep 
Beam ’'s ambitions for the adventure system that Alfred had invested 


ete) 


Yom aah cel amor. hoyhe-lmr-baXe im oy-F-s:3loyamhalcom’\s- lie lolal-we- hale mabbadal-sar-lohic-salapng= 
development was shelved. Despite The Hobbit incredibly still selling, 
Wale mw Malm eo) come) mugtom alate ime r-baalsicm-leyomcs alo) \ahale msic-r-lohimbaleroyaalcmmdal= 
Fahd qhoncst-l-saqlacoyaamd al=meK=arc-] (oe) e\-s asm ol-ter- hal Com=10) em-hi\r-hiamulo) aha aster-ll(=1oml anes 
oh Nabaxel shale m=yal=scepl-\-mcomaWon1uc-ler-ham@reyaqbaateloloycomaccaral-aiiamctchianale mines 
qar-Kod a uh ake md at-namt=a¢>] a \\sqX=s4=ma\\(Mt oe (0) a Comer. \er-me aX-mr-Voumd at-laceld a=) ay el-vo)e) (= 
are moving on. [...] Adventure games [...] don't sell as well as arcade 
games do." 


A Coy qvoyal i Matyi mi'écugem qo) ovale mvomelomaqvoyc-Mer-baqt-mcoMeveyqal-Moleim@eymdal-1s 
game system, because it was an adventure system — however by the 
1uhaqt-mdat-\'meco)mcomdat-hameloyiaiandal-w.Waqhler-Mat-\oMevoyaql-Mojbim-Fale md al-m Om at-\ol 
(oxo aqt-meolviMi aida Myer aal-ma-t-llime(olele mer-haal--mey ame ql-1q4emlem-» adler. b1-\6| 

Yeats qhabia-mi ic Vm LOR qealolmdal-mdqunalem-Vahiaaqlosa-mm Mal-Maat-¥e.¢-1m ibm C-Ll<-re 
ENC hae Oo Ud a l- Lay acovamr-nale me) coyaquicy-M-yic-Voleye-1c-\omti-) aimelen tel daiam haa c- 13 
FLU (opt 1u lol evoyahuco) (ro mmdbledauarynqahole- ico) ama h a) ty ol-y ccloyale] qlole)(-) a. vale mye) aal—) 
oy md al-mer-Waat-Mcyicci-va qm d al-Lmer-haal-Molbn ma (-1¢-Me |bNAC-W ¢-y-tXoy q¥-le)(-mm Bam aM a= 
Hhau-y at. lex-mel a¥-Wale(-lom- Hale McvoM-a'4-) a'adqbnale mel at-ale(-lem 


NYoMm\sar-Lmcsakolbllomn\(-maal-¥.¢-mo) mw M al-m Mo) come) migtom alate fomer-aal-\cYanl Aarne 
could have been the greatest-ever set of adventures, especially from 
Melbourne House is so often overshadowed by its prequel, The 
Hobbit. The Hobbit dominates every greatest game of all-time list, as 
sV(<1 here Romo hale heKossiuKeyat-lelAimel-snalemudal-mer-baa\omudat-Nwphabaten-saver-lom-Mme(-sal-y¢-luleyal 
of adventure writers. Rings was just too ambitious and became a 

ui KoaghaaosmplecMo)/)\aqWyA-t-1Co)bicsa\-tcie- low op cole na: baahaal=) acm- have meK-ts}lepal-) acMei(-s ae 
iar Kod al =ro Mn ke bal ol-y)Coyale Md al-Mer-hoy-Veylehat-tsMo) msi oy has aat-lol abhal-tswm hale loynave mye) 
1dat=y' mG lqrom-Mutcoihes ahmey m=» .qel-ceit-lalolam-bcolebhalemedal-mer-baal-emal=lel .qudat-haniir-bs 
Kolo menc-t-har- oleh ael-saM con ol-1-h au M al-m x (o)o)oyim-lesvo mero) 4-10 Blom aak-hahiar-loktcs alae ha= 
firsts; an epic story, huge vocabulary, a decent (if flawed) parser 
aahelt—vaqt-yahe-leloyamoym bate luk}qMmoro) ahic-sact-luleyalswmbant]lile(-yahqavosataelt-hic-lelt= 
fol ath e- Coit) acyar- bale men ¢-i 0) qhierjauM alomer-haqk=scmdat-hamer-baqlom-baccy mar. lo mavoldauhalem=lhy— 
to offer, despite some excellent writing they were all let down by the 
jodahisssker- | bbaahhc-huleyalsmeymdal-mc-rol ahao) (olen) am ae) al\(o}avoya bm a-1bl@-balemule)ahal 

1d alomonKexmak-(om-ludct-lohial ol=1-) amor: Fim esol ahale mel omdal-m op l-[e(-1:me) m-l o}ae)(-\ormdat- le 
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would ultimately tie their creative hands in a straitjacket. After Game 
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[LynC] I wasn't aware I was [a female pioneer]. There have never been 
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particularly unusual in the games industry. At Beam Software, no- 
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You are Sam. 


Sam is on a broad, uneven staircase which twists up through the rocks to the 
tower of Cirith Ungol. To the east is the start of a path which leads into 
Mordor, a land overshadowed by gathering clouds. 

Sam can go north and east. 
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Which winds it 
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patient. She was a great problem solver. Clearly a talented 
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Game One. She was also deeply involved with science fiction fandom 
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Bell is rung, she WILL be there! 


[LynC] The feeling is mutual. I am still very fond of Paul, and fora 
little while I kept in touch with Danny Davis, and Geoff Halprin, but I 
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adventure games that will forever be remembered. They pushed the 
envelope and defied he constraints of cassette-based 8-bit systems. 
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disagreed bitterly over the strengths and weaknesses of each Middle- 
earth text adventure’ he said, "the [games] remained steadfastly 
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Mitchell and Beam Software continued to resonate in discussions of 
the most noteworthy [...] games even in the present day." Mitchell 
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interview with Fredrik Ekman in 1995: "We never quite managed to 
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not as well suited to the style of game we were doing then as The 
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game just seemed to flow out of The Hobbit." 


Since her days in Mordor, LynC has spent her entire professional 
career in computers — specifically Database Management Systems — 
sVanahabbalem-Ni\c-baokmco)ar-Hamnalelbkjea)malcaieit-1accsanc) alomc1e- bauclom-NaleM=loHh=(6 mo}, 
the Victorian Oracle Users Group. She now enjoys semi-retirement 
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and expanded on his writing, releasing several novels. He has written 
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and was reunited with Beam alumni Gregg Barnett as a freelance 
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developed by Perfect 10 Productions for Psygnosis. 
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I have carried with me ever after. [...] These days I write novels, write 
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Computer games was carefully disguised as “consumer electronics” 
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interview, reverse the process and drive back to work. [...] I was lucky. 
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Despite their journey to the Grey Havens, The Faceless Programmers 
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